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The Church and the Supreme Court 
(Last In a series; 

A refusal of the Supreme 
Court to hear an appeal from • 
New Jersey barred voluntary 
prayers in public schools and, 
therefore, .provided further 
claiification of the 1963 deci-
sior outlawing required prayers 
in he classroom. 

voluntary prayer in the Net-
con 2 ( N J . ) high school had 
bee a prohibited by the New 
Jeriey Supreme Court The 
highest federal court con-
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Zecixionx o n abortion, ob-

sceitlty M the death penalty 
in he 1070-71 terms were less 
conclusive. A strict anti-abor­
tion statute in the District of 
Colimbia was upheld and the 
Court refused, to prohibit the 
trial of a Minnesota doctor for 
performing an abortion. 

lamst 

While these actions would 
seem- to approve state laws 

t abortion; they actually 
little about the eventual 

jua rial opinion on the matter. 
'abortion champions *»pai> 
burly Catholic — insist that 

government has the duty to 
proect yet unborn life. Cithers 
feel that states should make 
no laws whatever on abortion. 

The court's hesitance to im­
pose strict censorship on ma­
terials-some judge obscene was 
continued in a decision barring 

Post Office from seizure of 
sd pornographic material 

le litigations on the nature 
ie contents are under way. 

The court also refused to 
overturn a lower ruling .that 
no magazine photograph of a 
nude woman is obscene if sex­
ual activity ispvot involved, and 
it affirmed in; appeals court 
decision that a j?'stag" movie of 
a woman maffpbating is not 
obscene. 
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1970-71 tke high court did 
disturb the Post Office's 

censorship statute which 
it a crime to mail ob-

material. Problems arise 
there] is no clear-cut 

definition of Vobscene." 
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hopes of the anti-capital 
punishment forces, which in-

many churches and re-
leaders, were bqth 

dashled and heightened in the 
past Supreme Court term, . 

Members of the tribunal 
agreed that a trial jury can 
apply the death penalty in 
WvS9 mm pwldjnf M «i 
This was a decision on pro­
cedure and did not, to the dis­
appointment of capital punish-

foes, touch the issue of 
constitutionality of. the 
penalty itself. Hope for 

an ejad to death sentences was 
when the justices lat­

er announced they will answer 
the constitutional question in 
the [term beginning nest Qc 

i 

ien concerned with 
i ts applauded the unan­

imous ruling that busing is 
constitutional means for dis­
mantling the "dual school sys-
temst in Southern states. 

Sex education advocates wel­
comed the court's ref 
consider a charge that a 
land program hi public schtfols 

violates the religious freedom 
' ' i ' 
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of some pupils and their par­
ents. • 

In two cases dealing with 
work on days of religious ob­
servance, the court made sur­
prising decisions. It supported 
a lower ruling in favor of a 
California action dismissing a 
Seventh - day Adventist em­
ployee who refused to work on 
Saturday, his sabbath day. In 

most similar cases, Adventists 
have won. 

The second case was that of 
a member of Reformed Church 
in America who was laid off by 
Reynolds Metal for refusing on 
religious grounds to work over­
time on Sunday. The court said 
the employe must go through 
union arbitration procedures to 
sue an employer on charges of 
reUgious discrimination. 

Washington, D.C..—(RNS)— 
In a letter to the Washington 
Post, a Roman Catholic priest 

' said, the ultimate retirement .of 
Patrick C&dihal O'Boyle here 
offers thel ichurch the chance 
to name a black archbishop. 

Father Robert W. Hovda, edi­
tor of Living Worship magazine, 
and a contributor to several 
publications of the National l i t ­
urgical Conference,-said "it will 
be hard to miss" all the oppor­
tunities resulting i from the 75-
year-old prelate's retirement. 

"I pray that we do; n o t miss 
the opportunity to name a black 
archbishop to this see." 

"In a central city overwhelm-' 
ingiy black," he said, ". . . t o 
choose a man who is black, not 
only in complexion, but also in 
feelings, would be the kind of 
service we have a right io ' ex- ' 
pect of the Church of Jesus 
Christ" 

In a recem; interview, Cardi­
nal O'Boyle noted that there 
are 40,000 black Catholics in the 
400,000-member archdiocese. Of 
the 1,806 cjjnverits to Cath­
olicism in| Ms see each year, he 
said, 1,000 are black. Of 23 

.youhg men who began studying 
for the priesthood this year 
from the JArcjhdiocese of Wash­
ington, fiye are black, and of 17-
-permanent dsacpns to be* or­
dained in September, seven are 
black. 
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While Fathjer 
had "no idea' 
a black prelate 

several 
andmark decision 

Supreme 

he expressed 
authorities 
such a possibility. 

'Boyle integrated 
:rega;tions and paro-

years be-
Of 

Court. 
Hovda said he 

of the chance that 
might be named, 

>elief that Church 
nnist be considering 

Everytime yog buy an 8-pack of RC Cola or Diet Rite Cola you get 8 
SAV-A-§EALS. Normally they're worth 1#each. However, when you redeem 
them with this ad (below), they're worth 2tf each. Save 24SAV-A-SEALSand 
we'll give you 48tf eash on-the barrelhead. -

HERE'S H.OW: . 1. From the inside of RC or Diet Rite bottle caps, remove the 
"SAV-A-SEALS" sticker. * 
2. Paste 2 4 st ickers o n th i s ad . 

3. When full, take to your favorite dealer, he'll give you 48tf. 

Mr. Dealer: Our salesman will redeem the filled card jn accordance with the offer as stated above. 
Customer must pay all sales taxes and usual .deposit. 


