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Dwarfs from the Storyteller’s Summer Playhouse gather around Father
Walter Cushing puting finishing touches on the
children’s theater. Part of the cast of “Snow White”, dwarfs from left:

Timothy Hayes, Michael LaTorre, Mark DeSanetis, Sue Meisenzahl, Paul
Edmonds and Mary Jane Waddell

 Director's Aim..

By JUDITH ANDERSON

Bill Andia received the ap-
plause of both critics and audi-
ences for his adult fantasy
“Midsummer Night's Dream,”
recently staged by Blackfriars.

He finds creatmg plays for chxl-
dren just as demanding

theater for their parents, and

says a young audience is as un-
predictable as any other. “I

never try to know how any

audience will react, but I try
to prepare for the unexpected

by knowing it usually happens.”

_This-is his second season as
director of Storytellers’ Sum-
mer Playhouse which is bring-
ing live musicals {6 area chil-

dren for the seventh year. Two
are scheduled for this month,
“Snow White” on July 15 and

16, and “Hansel & Gretel” on
July 29 and 30.

While he believes strongly in
the value of theater for chil-
dren, he sees no special steps
that a parent should take to
prepare a child for a theater ex-
perience. “In fact, I don’t think
parents should prepare- them.

We have to do the job of set:
ting an atmosphere for them
which will bring about imme-
diate audlence mvolvement "

Some of the other questions
we asked Bill included his ideas
on acting, child psychology and
the problems of coaching
youngsters as actors, Here’s a
sampler of his views,

Q. What is children’s theatel:
— is it different from theater
for adults?

Children’s theater can_ tike
the audience away from the re-
ality of the everyday, and the
things they are accustomed to
in a very believable fashion. In
contrast, drama for adults must

be based on reality. Children
identify with the fanciful. ]

Q. Why should children come
to the theater? '

As, far as I'm concerned, the
primary purpose of all theater
is entertainment. Anything else
is a plus or an added value, As
the cast members learn to com-
municate, the children in the
audience learn to appreciate the

!

acting, and to enjoy whatever”

Missionary Reports

Father Richard Kraft, SVD,
a3 Rochester native who has
worked in the Philippines for
15 years, says the poop there
“are tuned in to the modern
world, and are no longer con-

tent to remain in a historieal
and geographical rut.”

WWhen Y first came to the

Phlhppines," he explained, “the.

people among whom I worked
looked upon radio as a miracu-
lous thing. They used to jgather
in a kind of worshipful awe
when I put it on my window
sill in Lacub, a small i olated
vaage in the mounta?ns of

Father Kraft continued, “Now
every home has a - istor
radio which plays all day long.
They are as current on the
news of the world as any‘one in
the United States.”

Father Kraft's parish'
one high school and several ele-
mentafy schools in the dptnct

Uhe greatest contnbtutions.

of missionaries in the Philip-

Pines has been in the establish-

ment of schools,” Father| Kraft"

believes,- “which have enabled
many yourig Fmpinos {o| make
in the mty, and send oney
home, thus “helping the
nomie . standards of the olttig

“As important as I think ed-
ueauon is 2 for the people)”’ Fa-

ther, Kraft added, “thereis ad.

Courler-Journal

Filipinos Tuned In

other priceless ingredient which
will help bring the isolated
mountain people of Abra into
the 20th Century, and that is a
sense of their own dignity.”

Fathey Kraft tries to instill
that sense of dignity in each

daily contact he has with the
people of his parich, Our Lady

iPerpetual Help. The “par- .
ish' is really several small vil-

lages separated by mountains.

Since there are no roads, Fa-
ther Kraft must travel con-
stantly on foot or horseback.
He lives in each village for a’
week at a time,

“It’s a fair trade off, I hope,”

Father Kraft said. “They pro-
vide me with food and I try to
pay up with a little spiritual

sustenance.”

Father Xraft is home on
leave visiting his parents Mr.

and Mrs. N. Raymond Kraft,
Willis Avenue. He leaves Roch-

ester July 20 to aftend an in-
stitute run by the society in
the village of Nemi: near Rome,

Italy.

There he will stuﬂ)" new mis

returning to the Phihppines.

I Father Kraft was o;damed in .
~August' 1855 at Divine ‘Word

.Seminary, Techny, IL

- misgioned to. the

:, and was

Philippines
the follov)ing yéear.

sion techpiques, theology, and -
‘new trends within jthe Church
. for a six-month penod before

hylletin board for the

Uphﬁ

fantasy we can provide in the
way of lighting, scenery an
special effects. And go away
with some kind of uplift. I
think I would have to say that’s
why I’m in the theater, to pro-
vide that kind of uplift.

- Q. Your cast members . are
young, ages ten to 18, Does that

make for better audience rap-
port with children?

That’s hard to say. From our
past experience, the audiences
who come to Storytellers’ con-
tain almost as many adults as
children, and I have found both
groups equally attentive, At no
time last year, were the chil-
dren really restless, usually the

case with youngsters.

Q. From a director’s point of
view, what are the satisfactions
of working with a cast of young:
student actors? _

Well, first of all you see an
immediate growth and a devel-
opment in your actors. And the
problems go right along with
that, the inexperience of the ac-
tors makes you work very hard,

This year, performances are
scheduled for ten in the morn-
ings and eight in the evenings
in the auditorium of St, Agnes
High Scho?l, 300‘ l'*]ast River
Road, Henrietta, TicKet reserva-
tions may be made by phoning

*442-6780 or by stopping by the

theatar between 9 am. and 1
p.m.
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we‘ ks I jread the Cour-
| for the action in our
own Roche§ter Diocese, and for
the mess of ;Bishop Hogan;
the Natio Catholic Register -
for wxder iational, news; L'Os-
servatore Romano (Enghsh lan-
guage edxtwn) for the wisdom
of the Pop d the Natlonal Catho-

Most religious of either sex Whose
spiritual foundations have al-

rent unrest inithe Church.”
The pity is that the Gabriel’s

Horn article iS not seen by the

some 600,000 subscnbers of the,

haps 65,000 readers of the T.

Circle, Were your article syn-
dicated. it would reach even.
more of -our poor, puzzled peo-

ple who cannot. comprel hend
why so many religious orders,
torn by internal dxssensmn, are

disintegrating. . .

and Twin. Circle,
rchbishop Dwyer’s.
y (Hat, a weekly jewel

style, ,
It would seem .~to me’ -that.
- your Gabriel articie would :give
courage to those who remember
why they entéTed religious, hfe,
and who want to continue in
their vows and in their commu-
nity. And at the same time it
might give the impetus to those
dissatisfied religious wh0t en-
tered their communities [ and
have reserved their Icon-
cepts of religious life. In all -

I just read your article on
the Christian Brother, Gabriel
Moran: “Gabriel Blows His Own'
Horn,” (Twin Circle; June 28)
It set off a chain of thoughts
’d like to junload. !

About five years Iago I wrote
to you, when you were writing -

for the Register. “It is & PIty honesty and _charity = these
that 50 much wisdom which you - should separate’from the lcom-
offer is wasted by your obses- munities which they now re-
sion with |polysyllabic sesqui- . ject, and should form federa-

pedalians.
“Last week Father W1111am

tions compatible with themown

spirit and philosophy, even as -
the Cahforma THM S1sters; did.

Doran, a priest friend in his
sixties, sa j with chagrin: Tve  "gyrely those who accept, Ga-
given up reading Bishop Dwyer! priel’s. idea .of “unstructured

He writes. important things, but

wholly volunta ’
I refuse to|read with a diction- v Ty _dedication fo

some particular work or phase
of religious life, entaxhng no or-
ganized commumty life, no
rules, no customary observ-
ances, no vows™ have no place
among the religioys whose| per-
sons and history and traditions
we honor. For those who lwant
a different type of religious
life, who would object — if

“I am sure that you hear
many good |natured expressions
about your |vast vocabulary, but
bishops ar¢ special game for
flatterers. To be candid, T have
the impregsion that in your
flare for expression you savor

Iv'va(:-lédsw&ses , Wine taster savors‘ they would form their lown,
) rather than destroy. what they
" You never d1d reply; but entered?
‘some months later youdid write + ot for those who wanfi the
simpler English, ancll your mes-  gunnort and strength for s efrvi.ce
sage c?me pver wel and sanctification which' comes
_In your Gabriel Moran arti Irom a structured community
ele you give the key to explain and vows and religious observ-
ances and a religious garb, it

what is a puzzle and a sorrow
to The Pegple as they watch
the dlsmtegratlon of many reli-
gious orders. “It is a matter of
cold - fact at- the writings of
Brother Gabriel Moran are re- .
ceiving wide and enthusiastic
attention, especlally among

seems the cruelest mJustlce 1o
deny it to them, espe f*ally since
that is what most of the reli-

gious accepted when they* en-
tered religious life.

Sincere thanks to you- for
your leadershlp which gives
courage far beyond your own
diocese.

women reh ious. They are do-
ing incalculable harm -to those
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