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" D w a r f s " f r o m t h e S t o r y t e l l e r ' s S u m m e r P l a y h o u s e g a t h e r a r o u n d F a t h e r 
Walter Cushiitg putihg finishing touches on the bulletin board for the 
children's theater. Part of the cast of "Snow White", dwarfs from left: 
Timothy Hayes, Michael LaTorre, Mark DeSanctis, Sue Meisenzahl, Paul 

Edmonds and Mary Jane Waddell. 

Directors Aim... Uplift 
By JUDITH ANDERSON 

Bill Andia received the ap
plause of both critics and audi
ences for his adult fantasy 
"Midsummer Night's Dream," 
recently staged by Blackfriars. 
He finds creating plays for chil
dren just as demanding as 
theater for their parents, and 
says a young audience is as un
predictable as any other. "I 
never try to know how any 
audience will react, but I try 
to prepare for the unexpected 
by knowing it usually happens." 

This is his second season as 
director of Storytellers' Sum
mer Playhouse which is bring
ing live musicals to" area chil
dren for the seventh year. Two 
are scheduled for this month. 
"Snow White" on July 15 and 
16, and "Hansel & Gretel" on 
July 29 and 30. 

While he believes stropgly in 
the value of theater for chil
dren, he sees no special steps 
that a parent should take to 
prepare a child for a theater ex
perience, "in fact, I don't think 
parents should prepare them. 

We have to do the job of set
ting an atmosphere for them 
which will bring about imme
diate audience involvement.'' 

Some of the other questions 
we asked Bill included his ideas 
on acting, child psychology and 
the p r o b l e m s of coaching 
youngsters as actors. Here's a' 
sampler of his views. 

Q. What is children's theater 
— is it different from theater 
for adults? 

Children's theater can, take 
the audience away from the re
ality of the everyday, and the 
things they are accustomed to 
in a very believable fashion. In 
contrast, drama for adults must 
be based on reality. Children 
identify with the fanciful. 

Q. Why should children come 
to the theater? 

As, far as I'm concerned, the 
primary purpose of all theater 
is entertainment. Anything else 
is a plus or an added value. As 
the cast members learn to com
municate, the children in the 
audience learn to appreciate the 
acting, and to enjoy whatever 

Filipinos Tuned In 
Father Richard Kraft, SVD, 

a Rochester native wb> has 
worked in the Philippines for 
15 years, says the poor there 
"are tuned i n to the modern 
world, and are no longer con
tent to remain in a historical 
and geographical rut." 

"When I first came Ifco the 
Philippines," he explained, "the 
people among whom I forked 
looked upon radio as a miracu
lous thing. They used to gather 
in a kind of worshipful awe 
when I put it on my Window 
sill in Lacub, a small isolated 
viUage in the mountains of 
Abra." 

Father Kraft continued! "Now 
every home has a transistor 
radio which plays all dajf long. 
They are as current on the 
news of the world as anyone in 
the United States." j 

Father Kraft's parishj runs 
one high school and several ele
mentary schools in the district. 

"The greatest contributions' 
of missionaries in the 'Philip
pines has been in the estiblish-
merit of schools," Father Kraft 
believes^ "which have enabled 
many young Filipinos to make 
it in the city, and send money 
home, thus helping thej ecor 
nomie standards of the older 
people who must remain: be
hind." r 

"As important as i think ed
ucation is for the people1," Fa
ther Kraft added, "there -j*s an-
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other priceless ingredient which 
will help bring the isolated 
mountain people of Abra into 
the 20th Century, and that is a 
sense of their own dignity." 

Father Kraft tries to instill 
that sense of dignity in each 
daily contact he has with the 
people of his parish, Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. The "par
ish1' is really several small vil
lages separated by mountains. 
Since there are no roads, Fa
ther Kraft must travel con
stantly on foot or horseback. 
He lives in each Village for a" 
week at a time. 

"It's a fair trade off, I hope," 
Father Kraft said. "They pro
vide me with food and I try to 
pay up with a little spiritual 
sustenance." 

Father Kraft is home on 
leave visiting his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs, N. Raymond Kraft, 
Willis Avenue. He leaves Roch
ester July 25 to attend an in
stitute run by the society in 
the village of Nemi: near Rome, 

Italy. 
There he will study .new mis

sion techniques, theology, and 
new trends within the Church 
for a sixj-montn. period before 
returning to the Philippines. 

Father Kraft was ordained in 
August' 1855 at Divine Word 
Seminary, Technyy n t , arid -was 
missioned! to the Philippines 
the iollovitfhg year. 

fantasy we can provide in the T, 
way of lighting, scenery amfy^J*' 

Most weeks I (read the- Cour
ier-Journal for the action in our 
own Rochester Biocese, and for 
the message of Bishop Hogan; 
the National Catholic Register 
for wide}: national news; I/Os-
servatore Romano (English lan
guage edition) for the wisdom, 
of the Pope; the National Catho
lic Reporter for the liberal an
guish over the ineptness of the 
American '. Bishops and the Ro
man Curia; and Twin. Circle, 
only for Archbishop Dwyer's 
tinder My Hat, a weekly jewel 

-ofVisatom set in beautiful and 
witty literary style. i , 

* Here is a letter I wrote to 
Abp. Dwyer: 

I just read your article on 
the Christian Brother, Gabriel 
Moran: "Gabriel Blows His Own1 

Horn." (fWin Circle; June 28) 
It set off a chain of thoughts 

;dr like to 
special effects. And go awaf 
with some kind of uplift. I 
think I would have to say that's 
why I'm in the theater, to pro
vide that kind of uplift. 

' Q. Your cast members .. are 
young, ages ten to 18. Does that 
make for better audience rap
port with children? 

That's hajrcTio say. From our 
past experience, the audiences 
who come to Storytellers* con
tain almost as many adults as 
children, and I have found both 
groups equally-attentive. At no 
time last year, were the chil
dren really restless, usually the 
case with younpters. 

Q. From a director's point of 
view, what are the satisfactions 
of working with a cast of young 
student actors? 

Well, first of all you see an 
immediate growth and a devel
opment in your actors. And the 
problems go right along with 
that, the inexperience of the ac
tors makes you work very hard. 

This year, performances are 
scheduled for ten in the morn
ings and eight in the evenings 
in the auditorium of St. Agnes 
High School, 300 East River 
Road, Henrietta. Ticket reserva
tions may be made by phoning 

'442-6780 or by- stopping by the 
theater between 9 a.m. and 1 
p.m. , 

unload. 

About five years ago I wrote 
to youl whsn you were writing 
for the Register. "It is a pity 
that so much wisdom which you 
offer is WcSted Iby your obses
sion with polysyllabic sesqui
pedalians. 

"Last week Father William 
Doran, a priest friend in his 
sixties, said with chagrin: T v e 
given up reading'Bishop Dwyer! 
He writes i mportant things, but 
I refuse to read with a diction
ary in my hand/ 

"I am sure that you hear 
many good natured expressions 
about your vast vocabulary, but 
bishops are special game for 
flatterers. To be candid, I have 
the impression that in your 
flare for expression you savor 
words as a wine taster savors 
rare wines.' 

You nevjer did reply; but 
some months later you-did write 
Simpler English, and your mes
sage came over well. 

In your Gabriel Moran arti
cle you give the key to explain 
what is a puzzle and a sorrow 
to The People as they watch 
the disintegration of many reli
gious orders. !'It is a matter of 
cold. fact that the writings of 
Brother Gabriel Moran are re
ceiving wice and enthusiastic 
attention, especially among 
women religious. They are do
ing incalculable harm to those 
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On The 
Right Side 

religious of either sex whose 
spiritual foundations have al
ready been shaken by the cur
rent unrest in'lthe Church." 

The pity isr that the Gabriel's 
Horn article is not seen toy.the 
some 600,000 subscribers of the, 
Register, but is limited to per
haps 65,000 readers of the iT. 
Circle. Were your article syn
dicated it would reach even 
more of our poor, puzzled peo
ple who cannot, comprehend 
why so many religious orders, 
torn by internal dissension, are 
disintegrating,. 

It would seem to me that, 
your Gabriel article would give 
courage to those who remember 
why they entered religious life, 
and who want to continue in 
their vows anid in their commu
nity. And at the same time it 
might give the impetus to those 
dissatisfied religious who en
tered their communities I and 
have reserved t h e i r [con
cepts of religious life. In all 
honesty and ^.charity these 
should separate from the jcom-
munities which they nowj re
ject, and should form > federa
tions compatible with their i own 
spirit and philosophy, eveh as 
the California IHM Sisters j did. 

Surely those who accept; Ga
briel's > idea of "unstructured, 
wholly voluntary dedication to 
some particular work or phase 
of religious life, entailing ho or
ganized community,' life,! no 
rules, no customary observ
ances, no vows''- have no place 
among the religious whose | per
sons and history and traditions 
we honor. For those who want 
a different type of religious 
life, who would object -4— if 
they would form 'their jown, 
rathe/ than destroy what ithey 
entered? 

But for those who want the 
support and strength for service 
and sanctification which'comes 
from a structured community 
and vows and religious observ- -
ances and a religious garb," it 
seems the crudest injustice to 
deny it to them, especially Since 
that is what most of the Ireli-
gious accepted when they en
tered religious life. 

Sincere thanks to you for 
your leadership which gives 
courage far beyond your own 
diocese. 
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BUYERS 
'Qual i fy Shopping With Confidence" "A Handy Reference To Friendly Service" 

Visit oar show room—Select 
a real largaia — Complete 

line Rug*. Furniture. Appllaace*. 
etc. 

Charlotte Appliance 
TONY ACOSTINELLI 

Lake theatre—32&S Lake Ave. 

THE HOFFMAN 
MUSIC SHOP 
467 N. Goodman 
Phone 454-5645 
OPEN EVENINGS 

HE A T H 
DOWNTOWN 
D R U O S 

- Open 1» AJM, to 1 A.M. i 
Sundays & Holidays Included 

- Opposite Xerox Sqaare 4 ~ 
141 CLINTON AVE. S. . 232-27*7 
« t » » » « « n » » » a » s » » a a » i 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

•CHILS 

WARNER'S 
LIQUOR STORE 

HINCHEY ROAD 
. AT CHILI AVE. 

1 7 0 4 Monro* Avo.J 

473-6402 : 
} Prescription 

ST. CHARLES B0RR0ME0 

DEWEY AVE. 
PHARMACY 

Prescription Specialists 
COSMETICS • TOILETRIES 

P H O T O FINISHING 
2111 Dtwcr Aram BM-MH 

IN PHARMACY! 

DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

ST. AN )REW'S PARISH 
B B S SCRIPTIOKS 

Csrcf̂ Ur Compoended 

.NDEU'S 
PHARMACY 

467: 
DRUGS-COS 

ForHi 

-9554 
_ ECS^SUNDRIES 

AT*, at Norton 

CALL 
DAVE WERNER 

COURIER-JOURNAL 

454-7050 

OUR LADY i OF LOURDES) 

LA MAY DRUG CO 

1800 EAST AVE. 

2 7 1 - 2 8 9 6 

Wednesday, July 14,1971 Rage 15-T 
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