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Sunday Sales 
Not Right 

Congratulations on a fine edi
torial concerning, the Sunday 
Selling Law! Evidently a lot of 
us so called devout Catholics 
seem to think that "Thou keep 
holy the Sabbath Day" means 
only attending Mass on Sunday. 
I'm sure the large amounts p£ 
people who were patronizing 
these super - markets were not 
all Protestants. 
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Sunday 

."Snoopy looks kind of cold, 
doesn't he?" says Charlie Brown 

. to Linus as the two of them 
trudge through the snow bun
dled up in warm clothes and 
sby Snoopy lying on the ground 
looking forlorn and slightly 
frozen. 

"I'll say he does," says Linus. 
"Maybe we'd better go over, 
and comfort him." 

"Be of good cheer, Snoopy," 
says Linus to the shivering 
Snoopy. 
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ANS! The Fourth of July is 
becoming a "pioney day" in
stead of a day to commemorate 
our independence. 

I think thisi| is the time for 
some positive (jjatholic action by 
our people instead of hypocri
tical lip service. If we just re
fuse to shop pn Sundays and 
holidays, we puld put some 
respect back into these very 
special days. 

Eleanor C. Loveland 
(Mri George R.) 
Rochester 
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"Yes, be of good cheer,", 
chimes in Charlie Brown. And 
the last frame in the episode 
shows Charlie and Linus trudg-

' ing off with Snoopy sitting 
there, still shivering, with a 
question mark over his head. 

The "moral" of this Peanuts 
"par-able" is clear, but it is 
amazing, how many Christians 
have missed it. Christian .charity 
is more than words and beauti-' 
ful cliches. 

Sunday's Readings ' present ' 
two domestic scenes V- one in 
a tent (RI) and one in a house 

visitors. (Their cpmfort is more 
than words. Their action serves' 
as an idyllic exajjmple for Chris
tian hospitality. 

Christ's' example and his 
teaching | were he root fxpni 
which sprang a hospitality to 
others that neilher pagan hu
manism nor benevolent Buddh
ism has e|ver bee 1 able to reach. 
After Christ's (ascension, the 
Church instituted the order of 
deacons [to care! for the poqr 
and widows. When the savage 
persecutions of Rome left wid
ows, orphans, and maimed men 
and women/the Church stepped 
in with charitable works so 
great that pagans exclaimed, 
"See how these Christians love 
one another." 

After the pefsecutions had 
ended and the Cliireh had been 
g r a n t e d legal I status, the 
Church's [works of charity ex-
tended beyond money and gifts 

Q&A 
Q. — I've always believed that "ohce a jjriest, always 

a priest." How can priests be allowed to Iea\je their voca
tion promises and eventually get permission from the 
C h u r c h t o m a r r y v a l i d l y ? 

A. — The spirit of man's thinking on mfany subjects 
has changed radically in oui| times. A person 
35 or 45 may be very different from what it w: 
is one reason why priests 'are resigning and 
ministry: they have- changed their mind, th< 

s outlook at 
at 25. This t 

eaving their 
say. Most 

who want to leave the active life.of the priest do peti
tion the Church to be made laymen again wit i permission 
t o marry. Canon Law has always provided fo* this — but 
until a few #ears ago the general public did n<|t hear much 
about the .unhappy priests who wanted to 
whom the Vatican has laicized remain Cat 
standing while free from their previous oblif 
priesthood. Like-Baptism the Sacrament of 
cannot be ©rased*'. But a priest who is freed J 
duties can also be dispensed from the impediments which 
Holy Orders; placed upon him. 
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to hospitality m every form. 
Thus Bishops added to their 
homes the xenjbdoehium — a 
hostel offering food and shelter 
to strangers, pilferims, the poor, 
orphans and widows. "Hospital" 
was simply a house of hospi
tality. 

It is amusing! today to hear 
some imply tha^ renewal in the 
Church is the discovery of her 
social mission, as though such 
a mission had been completely 
neglected in fhe past. This 
month alone we celebrate the 
feasts of thre| great social 
apostles: St. Vincent de .Paul 

* (social works); St. Camillus de 
Lellis • (hospitals)) J and St. Jer
ome E m i l i a n f (orphanages). 
Their works onjly continued a 
tradition that goes back in un
broken succession to the time 
of Christ 

Our social welfare programs 
today could leant much from 
the social worksi of the Church 
in the past. St! Basil, Bishop 
of Caesarea (37JO-379), set up 
a complex of buildings outside 
Caesarea that cared for all — 
sick, poor, widows, etc. — and 
that was self-sustaining. The 
able - bodied were given work 
arid training wh^h a,t tfte garne 
time provided for the needs of 
the estaMisnmenjt by preparing 

food ana clothing ana snelter. 
Talking of hospitality, it 

might be well to dwell upon the 
word "host," for !it occurs often 
in the Mass. The word "'host" 
comes from two Latin words; 
hospitare (to receive as a guest) 
and hostis (ah armed force as 
an enemy). Thus the word 
•;nost" has a double meaning-at 
Mass. At Holy Communion, 
Christ is our "Host" — He re
ceives us to feed us. At the 
Consecration, Christ is our 
"Host"—the Victim who offers 
Himself to the- father for our 
salvation. This rneariing derives 
from hostis (armjy). 

In the time Jr Judges; the 
concept, of the "holy war", was 
prevalent. The Lord was regard
ed as the war 'leader of His 
people (1 Sam. 1:3). Thus Da-

- vid retorted to jthe. taunts of 
Goliath: "I comi against y'ou 
in the name off the Lord of 
hosts, the .Lord bf the armies 
of Israel" (I Sam| 17:4.5). Today 
little of this original sense re
mains. Now "Lord of hosts!' is a 
title for God, reflecting His 
power. Hence the expression 
"Holy, holy, holyl Lord, <?pd of 
power and might!" 

To show our hppsitality to a 
host (an enemy*,*is to fulfill 
Christ's injunction io love, our 
enemies. Sarah served three vis
itors and Martha, Christ -— 
both were servini God. 
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Even if there had been no 
leakage of the pentagon! Papers, 
President Kennedy's role in the 
Vietnam war tyould have been 
spelled out quite completely— 
and without court actions — by 
Facts Ion File. 

The!, informational organiza
tion's i latest Interim History 
("Thej Bridge Between Today's 
News and tomorrow's His
tory")! today publishes la book, 
editedj by Joani Gallowâ r, polit
ical science professor atHunter 
College, which offers details not' 
hitherto leaked. It is titled 
"The Kennedys & Vietnam," 
and includes ithe activities of 

the late Robert! Kennedy and of 
his brother, Sen. Ted Kennedy, 
as wejl as .TFK, 

Thei introduction reads, in 
part: 

"A great deaif of the hiaterial 
written about the Kennedys-. . . 
has djealt witu their relation
ship to the war in. Vietnam. 
Most of the Oiformation pub
lished comes from peopljj close
ly identified wijth one or more 
of the! Kennedys or from per
sons ^eeminglyr intent on de
stroying the Kennedy reputa
tion, in neither case can the 
reader! expect tne degree of ob
jectivity and fai|rness thsjt char
acterizes true scholarship. An 
information gap has, therefore, 
been treated on the subject of 
the Kennedys apd Vietnam. 

"This book attempts to fill 
that void, at least in part . . . 
This volume sieeks neither to 
praise nor to damn the Ken
nedys.̂ ' 

JFK displayed unusual inter
est in Indochina from the time 
he wa$ elected Ito the House of 
Representatives in 1947, at the 
age of 29. His first spejech in 
the House — W was given one 
minute by the speaker T - con
cerned itself wilth the downfall 
of Chiang Kai-shek. He con
cluded! his bvM stand on his 
feet by denouncing the Truman 

Administration's! China policy^ 
and he predicted that "This 
house must now assume the re
sponsibility of preventing the 
onrushing tide of communism 
from engulfing iall of As|P." 

The- president!-to-be and Rob-

en maae B 7-WWK trip around 
the world in 1951 and spent 10 
days in Indochina, The Korean 

War w ŝ on ana the mood In 
Washington was to help the 
French in indcichina, fighting 
soraewjiat the same sort of ag-
gressive .communism we! were 
fighting in Korea. | 

JFK was received bir the 
French commander, GenJ Jean 
de Lattre de Tassigny, and he 
asked him how iFrance had the 
gall toi expect (the Vietnamese 

people to figlit Ho Chi Minh!s 
Viet Minh mst to keep their 
^Muntry part of ' France. The 
French gefieral protested" the 
qoung congressman's imperti
nence in a note to the U.S. min
ister. 

Shortly- after he was elected 
to the' Senate, JFK proposed a 
bill that would have given aid 
funds to Indochina to help 
them achieve independence. It 
was roundly defeated. 

He adopted the "domino the
ory" in 1953 and believed in it 
to the day of his assassination: 
i f the Communists took over 

Vietnam they'd bowl oyer the 
rest of Southern Asia. 

As president, JFK sent his 
vice president Lyndon B. John
son, to Saigon in May 1961, to 
assure Ngb Utah Diem of our 
conttauing interest in him. 
LBJ hailed Diem as the '<Chui^ 
chill of South Asia." LBJ re-
turned and reported, "the bat-
tie against communism" must 
be joined in Southeast Asia 
with strength and; determina
tion to achieve success there— 
or the U.S. inevitably must sur
render the Pacific and take up 
our defenses on our own 
shores." 

Charles de Gaulle iold JJ!K, 
shortly thereafter, "For you, in
tervention (in Vietnam) will be 
an entanglement without end. 
From the: moment that nations 
have awakened, no foreign au
thority, whatever its means, has 
any chance of imposing itself 
on them. You are going to see 
this. For, although you find of
ficials who, by interest, agree 
to obey you, the people will not 
consent and moreover are not 
calling for you." 

T h a t following December, 
JFK ordered the aircraft ferry-
carrier Core to Saigon with 33 
Army choppers and 400 air and 
ground crewmen to operate 
them in behalf of Diem's army. 

That was it. 

Robert Kennedy started off 
as a hawk. In a Saigon news 
conference in February 1982, a 
British reporter said, "Ameri-
can boys are dyimj? out here, Do 
the American people under
stand and. approve?" Kennedy 

answered* "I think the Amo?i. 
can people understand and fully 
support this struggle." By t h e 

time of Bis assassination, K 
was the foremost dove in the 
1968 presidential race. 

The saga came full circle on 
April 3, J.970, when Sen. Teddy 
Kennedy,i speaking in Peabody, 
Mass., asserted that the -time 
had come! for the U.S. to begin 
"to militarily get out of South
east Asia;, lock, stock and bar- . 
rel." \ 
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