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Father Josepﬁ M. Egan p@;
tor of St. Patrick’s for the pas
five years, spent-the greater
part of his priestly career in
teaching. He was a professor at
. St, Bernard's Seminary for 23

‘years before his assignment
here June 28, 1966, :

He holds a doctorate u} Sac-
red Theology from St. Mary of
the Lake Seminary,: Mundelein,
111, where he completed s udxes

3 begun in Rome, |

In 1938, Father Egan went
fmm St Andrew’s and St; ‘Ber-

t'} ' .
LN t l“\

nard’s to the North American'

College in Rome i‘E{xs work was
interrupted in 1940 by the
spread of war in Europe, and

he returned to study 'at the’

Mundelein seminary. He was or-
ddined at Sacred Heart Cathed-
ral June 6, 1942. Affer receiv-
ing his degree in 1943, he was
assigned to the dlocesan semi-~
nary as a teacher of dogma and
patristie theology. N

He is the son of Ethel Egan

of Elmira and the late Joseph:

Egan. ' *
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St. Patrlcks Church'
Celebrates IOO Years
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By MARGARET: CONNOLLY i a

" On July 4, 1870, before their pastor had amved m
Ehnn‘a, the people of the.new St. Patrick’s. parlsh held a
big picnic and raised enough money to pay for a church
— $1,600.-

The tempor;ary frame structure was- dedlcated July CoL
22, 1871, by Bishop S. V. Ryan of Buffdlo, and even then T
Father James J. Bloomer was thinking about the chu:rch ' -
that stands today He lived at the time in the Delevan ‘
House, a hotel near the parlsh property.. o

Today, the property at Clmton,‘ Main and Park. Place has’ a B
.school, convent and ;rectory, builf in Father Bloomer’s . t1me and ' .
a modern recreatmn and soc1a1 center added 14 years ago C 1 .

Inculental 1o the centenary, renovatxon of the church‘ mtenor

will be undertaken this, smhmen Nmeteen years have elapséd
! - since the last’ redetoration: e

- ‘ .

-ASac ntenmal souvenir,- Father Joseph M Egan, pastor, has b :
planned a parish difectory that will contain photographs of today’s o

i parishioners with a- history of_thelr community] ; ’
o St. Patrlck’s pansh was begun by Father Platnck Hopkins, an )
5-., assistant at Ss. Petelr and Paul, who visited the people_ and bought t

land hefore i 1llness rided his work, He died July 9, 1870. {f .

The’ pastorate was taken up that July 22 &Father Bloomer,

an Irishman raised in Philadelphia and educated- at St. Bonaven:
ture’s, who made a Gb-year ‘career in the Elm1ra parish.

Father Bloomer was not. yet 29 when he. was appomted He N | o
lived and worked past his 90th birthday. - R T
" The parish ‘was orgamzed £ people “drawn by the rollmg S \

nulls and busy. railroad center to the northern |part of the city — . /
the “pleasant part;” as early accounts put it. -} . o

i :
. The churt;h “is on one of the most/promment and, sightly / .
spots in the whole city, on a rise of ground lookmg ‘doyn Main !

Street, one of finest of our avenues, to the river,” th Elmira '
Daily Advertxser reported on July 1, 1872 : . 1

: The newspaper story concerned the eornerstone ceremony
i  Which had taken place the previous day, attractmg a good crowd,
1 "‘notmthstandmg'the extreme heat of the mornmg » g

Plus IX was in the 27th year of his reign; gUlysses S. Grant
was pres1dent of the United States; John T. Hoffman, governor ;
.of New York, and P. H. Flood nlayor of Elmira; papers sealed in o

the stone recgrde

! -Blshop Ryan “dehvered a discourse ﬂﬂl of that- pracﬂcal
good sense and re mous‘devotwn for-which he is so well known,” - b
llection, v beenivery large . | . 2y

' the aftemoon;“ sofchudren were confxrme d, ;
.| Notink that Father Bloomer i d&se::vedly biloved by his pes- 1 '
“yple and highly esteemed. by all who Know him;” the Advertiser i
writer concluded his story w1th this observation: b
A “The more churches in our land, the better for it
Pather Bloomer always had a goocl préss. 4 A flor the church
had been damaged by fire, it was redecorated at}a cost of $5, 000, !
accorgding 1o the Elmira Sunday Times, in an artu:le which treated‘ L .
the reopening as a “Grand Jubilee.” s S B
;L “The statues, cande‘labra and all the paraphernalla required D
in decorating the sanctuary are new and of the most ‘elaborate de- | | ‘
stgn and finish,” the Times Ipan ‘wrote. “The fre omg is in com- I
plete harmony with the rest of the interior.

. On Easter Sunday, 1880 Father Bloomier’s chou- sang Mozart’s.
12th Mass and *“unquestionably took ‘the lead- for precision,'con-
trasts -of light and shade, as also for the large'and well- balanced
" chorus with which it. was given,” the Dally Advertiser commented
" on March 29.- 1880. The: pastor . “dlscoursed very eloguently.” -

On Oct, 14 of that year there was a grand public rehearsal -
of the choir,” the Advertiser reported next day.|Rendering music !
by Rossini, Verdi, Haydn and Handel, “each lady and gentleman
- on the programme:-; did’ splendidly.”
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] “The character’ of the edifice precluded any mamfestatlons
of applause, but this could net conflict with the enjoyment L
afforded -by each number,” the writer observetl “Such concerts |
should come oftener ”

4 . t

On July 11, ‘1892 a reporter for the Daily Gazétte and Free !
Press had a scoop in the news that Father- Blomher was planning ' o
_to-build a school ‘and remodel his rectory into| a convent, at a i
total cost of $20,000. On June 24, 1893, the paper commented on L
the “handsome appearance of the l‘apxdly rising!building,” which K
when finished, would be “one of the best—equ ped mstltutmns ' ‘ ‘

ot' learmng in "the Southern ’I‘xer »

o~

. of the day. One fair ralsed $6,200 for the schdol; Father Bloomer oo
wrote to the Gazette editor on Feb. 12, 1894. “The interest mani- Cio
" fested in the affair by your paper greatly helpeé » he said. S

5

, The SChOOI\Was opened in }894 w1th four Mjercy Sisters from ‘ 1 SR I
[ ‘ (Contlnued on Page 2C) ' :

i Plcmcs, fairs and subscnpﬁons were the monIy-ralsmg devices e, -
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