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1 D}’efe'nde'd
ditor: . \ ’\

I .seems that; in “order to
dp the Courler-Joumal on the

dle of the road, your-laud- .
“U.S. Bishops'-

ihbl editorial

-Should Speak Up On War” (4/

‘ 8/1971) had to be balanced on

12 by another editorial

on emning the May & Main

treet Peace Demonstrations as
‘[irn tating” and “pathetic”,

[ The Courier-Journal, and many
periodicals like it, needed more
tham-two decades of American
involvement in Indochina before
it realized that there might be

- something wrong with this mil-

itary adventure that was never
authorized by Congress, never
approved by the United Na-
tions and that has resulted in
moré¢ than a million people
killed, 200,000 orphans and the
displacement of 25% of the

population and almost total de-

struction of the agriculture, vil-
_-ages|and forests of Indochina. -

Many of ‘the people who
“sought confrontatlon, not col-

laborl‘atxon” on May 5, havé pro-

-test against the war since
1965] or even longer than that.
. They, have written to presidents
andJrepresentatlves in Wash-
ington; they have exhausted all
conventmnal political methods
and they have organized legal
ralli and demonstrations.
Their efforts did not stop the
war.| The superpatriots built
your “wall of contempt” and
the main concern of the ‘Cour-
ierJo and its kind was to
stay on the middle of the road

. But fmally the Courier-Jour-
nal produced the editogial “U.S.
Blshops Should Spe TUp 'on

War'l. I seriously: doubt -that
you would. have reached this

- position  at this late juncture,

d not been for the ulti-

mate| influence of the people
condenined in the edxtonal of

- May 12.

I eheve that real authonty
will always be respected on the
basxs of its rational actions in
service of the entire society.
But that on the other hand goyv-
fmmental power based on mili-
aris!
not expect obedience because
it ha§ nothing to do,with real
authority.

Mrs. Wilhelmina Schram

| Rutgers Street
Rochester

Keep Fighting
Abortion Law

Editor: .

some modern. interpreters

of Chibist's Gospels stréss “love

one another” but exclude the
First Commandment: Love God

abovelall? Thus, in the hame of .-

humar;itari;sm, the‘ evil abortion
law was passed. :

. The| Catholic Church was the
anchor of hope for hundreds of
thousands |of innocents being
slaughtered. Our bishops
strongly urged that each of us
do” everything possible to

. law
tempt

} plyln

and repression - should -

change the law, We hoped that

the slow-moving but powerful
Church ‘Militant would come to
the rescue of the condemned
unborn; through church orga-
nizations and funds to counter-
act the propaganda of propo-
nents of abortion on ‘demand.
However, the crisis was already
upon us, hére and now, as the
butchenng of the helpless un-
born. continued — and the

.Right to Life commxttees were

born.,

- As the cr‘ucial time of leg-
islative debate and . vote 'be-
came imminent, the Pro-Life
Grou‘p ‘was suddenly attacked
by one who would be expected

- to ggve moral support. Father

Richard Tormey judged us and
found us wanting; implying the
guilt]| was ours for failing to
the problems of soci i1y,
one of the “angry voices,
hopelessly wringing my hands,
and |writing letters ‘berating’
our representatives” who have
betrayed our faith and. trust.

. We “Q'Eerate” them to. repeal the

with {‘legality” and thereby im-
respectabxhty ;

Gorhe members. of our group,
in addition to being parents . of
threey five, and seven children,,

- squeeze out “free’ time to be
- Scout! leqder3° CCD teachers; to

be active in many church or--
ganizations, including social ac-
tion committees; to work for
repeal of the Abortion Law.

Thank God our parents and
priests gave us higher stan-
dards, better ideals, and more
faith than the philosophy of
Father Tormey. May I suggest,
in place of “positive new pro-
grams”, you consider the re-
turn to the old programs in.
obedience to God’s. Command-

" ments, being an- ounce of pre-

vention and a more powerful
deterrent.

Developmg a “more compas-
“sionate public opinion towards
support of unwed mothers,” to
decrease teenage pregnancies, is
unrealistic. Our present com-
passionate public opinion al-
ready has been so effective that
illegitimacy has lost its stigma,
and sin its significance; in-
creasing unwanted pregnancies.
Certainly I believe in God’s

" love and merey, as well as Mis
but I know His.

forgiveness:
words; were truth, not interpre-

tatxons when Christ said: “He.

who wﬂl not take up his cro:

_and come after Me, is not wor-
_ thy of Me.”

Mrs. Nicholas Lucarelil
 Davis Street y
Elmira

Editorial

Appreciated
Editor: '

Your editorial about alterna—

tives to protest about the abor-
tion law (5/19) wds most wel-
come and sorely needed, If the

Catholie commumty cannottog

"will not give our

neighbors adequate child-care
facilities, proper _close-to-home
residences for their mentally
retarded, competent treatment
centers for the alcohohc, for
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-responsibility,

hat leads our youths into -
tion by cléaking murder .

‘the menta;ly ill and ror the

troubled youth, as wellj as de-
£ hvmg condxtlons or the
p or — are all these 4fflicted
provided real altema ves to
contraception — or, times,
to abortion? Are. they, always
free to chaose? I think ’not

To put |it more supply, I
think that |even as we do and
should calli people to heroism,
we had better take a hard look

at ourselves when so many are

unable to respond.

If we really want to bé heard, ,
er put our compas-.

we had be
sion, time
money. where our mou
Talk is cheap.

Work in |these social ivenues
should not|{be dependent upon

ﬂeadershjp .or even

and efforts, and

dre remiss| in these areas of
real excuse for the laity’s in-
difference. {We have tremen.
ous waste

lleviate the problems if we

(]

itizens and Catholics.

Apalachin, N.Y.

How. any Does
She R present7

Edltor'

Assemblyman Constance Cook
was one of the legislators voting

against the bill for state aid for
- diocesan schools. She has been

quoted as saying “and the in-
crease was vpted in a year when

‘we couldn’t [increase aid to the
_public "schools one iota”. ..

However, she voted in favor
of increasing the expense allow-

ances (lulus) for assemblymen .

and was quoted as follows—"T
voted for it|and wasn’t bother-
ed by it one/iota.”

-

s are.

support .
from our clergy. If some clergy

it provides no-

talents that could

ssume oux responsibilities as -

Dorothy H. Forhes
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' THRU AGE 14
WILL RECEIVE A

RED WING T-SHIRT .

GATES OPEN AT, 6:00 P.M.

'ROCHESTER vs, TOI.EDO
GAME TIME 7. 30 r.u.
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Mrs. ook divided - the total This satement is highly de.
" amount she was paid by the batable. How many ‘of us was
state byd:he number of people she -representing. in | regard to
‘she claims she represenfs. “It the above menhoned “items?
came outt about 30 cerlte apiece How many of ug was she repre.
per year for the people I repré- senting when she cd-sponsored
sent” she said,i “I think I'm 2nd voted for the Abdrtion Bjll?
worth more than thatf; to them Mrs. Ho Nye
in Albany.” i : . F;:ﬁeld
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