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ISHOP JtAPHAEL ND1NGIJ ." 1 
A Bishop Views Afri> 

By LAURENCE E. KEEFE 
A 1969 graduate of St. John 

Fisher College - j - Bishop Ra­
phael Ndingi — returned to 
Rochester this Spring to report 
on progress in his home see of 
Machakos, Kenya^ to see old 
friends from college; and to 
look for personnel and financial 
assistance from American Cath-
oliCS. 
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At FisHer 
A record graduating $ass of 

312 at S t John. Fisher College 
was told by Drl Timothy S. 
Healy, S£, vice Ichancellor of 
Academic Affairs at The City 
University of New York;. Sun­
day afternoon that no matter 
how much you have looked for­
ward-to this dak going any­
where, even out,! involves mo­
tion and change, and all change 
is frightening. | 

Graduating with honors, in 
order of their academic stand­
ing, were: 

Summa cum laude — Lance 
De Masi of Irondfequoit, Robert 
W. VanDevelde of Williamson, 
Jonathan R. Kelly of East 
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Fisher Alumni 

Meet Tonight 
The annual meeting of the St. 

John Fisher College . Alumni 
Association will be held at 7:45 
tonight, June 9, {in Basil Hall 
on campus. 
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QouUcNourmi 

"My diocese is pbor and vast!," 
says Bishop Ndingi, who spent 
his first'year inj office traveling 
through the rural, areas which 
comprise most of the Machakos 
diocese. ) j I 

"The people 6f Machakos de­
pend entirely on the land for 
income," the jfe i s ft op sayis, 
"From May 1970 to April M 
this year we had absolutely^ no -

rain. You canriot conceive the 
effect this has. Everything di^s 
— the cattle, the crops, every-
thing." 

Just after his; graduation, the 
bishop-elect spioke about his 
plans for his Kenyan diocese: 

"I intend to try (very hard to 
. get all the Christian groups to 
•work together f as Christians!" 

Now, two yealrs later, theie 
Christian groups are working 
teaching in Kenyan school?. 
• Bishop Ndingi points out that 
a much greater cooperation on 
social prograimsj exists between 
the churches and the state in 
Kenya than it does in the Unit­
ed States, "W4 are both con­
cerned," he says,| "with trying" 
to eradicate ignorance, disease 
and poverty, arid We try to pre­
vent too pronounced a gap be­
tween the haves and the rhave-
nots, although the|re will always 
be something of a gap. 

"We want converts who come 
to us from convifction, not out 
of' gratitude," [ Bishop Ndingi 
thinks. (<We engage'in every­
thing that uplifts man,, both 
body and soul. You cannot 
stress one arid neglect the 
other. And ourjcare is not only 
for Chrisflafts but for everyone 
who needs our jhejlp." ThiS phi­
losophy partly explains -the eo-
operation between the Kenyan 
government and the church 
there. • i ' 

Bishop Ndingi will preach at 
S t John of Rochester Church 
in Fairport and Our Lady of 
Good Counsel,: Rochester, this 
month. During'his stay in the 
area he has been living at 
Good Counsel vjtoere he was as­
sistant pastor during his stu­
dent days at S|. John Fisher. 
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