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St. Mary's Hospital School of Nursing graduated these young nurses 62 
years ago. At the time, June, 1909, t&ijr names were listed as: "L. Mc
Donald, F. Iiano, E. Barry, G, Middleton, L; Pretice, L. Sullivan, H. Gaffney, 

M* Chimmingham, R. Kelly, B. Walters". 
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For Si s . . . the Last Class 
ecumenical 

St Mary's Hospital' graduated 
its last nursing class Sunday in 
order to bring its nursing edu« 
ca ion. to m o r e s tudents . 

- kiss Virginia Kmaev, the 
school's director of nursing, ex
plained the paradox, in closing, 
Sti Mary's faculty of 10 will be 
free to teach in t h i nursing 
programs offered bM Monroe 
Community and iRrockport 
State colleges, the University 
of [Rochester, and Rob *rts Wes-
leyan, thus reaching more 
nurses than the 34 seniors they 
nqjy instruct. 

St'.Mary's provides "on the 
job;' training for student nurses 
at area colleges whiehllaek hos
pital facilities. When its own 
nuking school closes, the hos
pital will be able to accommo
date more students malting max
imum use of its clinidal teach
ing! facilities. •- j 

Miss Krenzer said th^t-the de
cision to close the school of 

nursing, made in 1968, when 
the class of 1971 began the 
three-year nursing program 
also was made in the l ight qf 
new. trends in education fop 
nurses. "We live in a college-
bound society,' she observed. 

"In jNew York State, fewer 
girls ajpply to nursing schools. 
They opt, instead, to {attend a 
junior jor senior college which 
offers | a degree nursing pro
gram." ' 

i ' | 
Miss-: Krenzer compared the 

period bf transition facing nurs
ing to; the one wh^chj marked 
the progression of teacher train
ing "from, certification by normal 
schools to completion of a de
gree program at a college. Nurs
ing, like teaching, is how "en 
tering ithe mainstream 
cation." 
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taf 1892, its founding 
St Mary Nursing School has 
educated almost 2,000 nurses. 
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Navarra and Sandra.'Peterson, 
serve with the Army Nurse 
Corps in Vietnam; another 
graduate, Sister Chiistel Burg-
maier, SSJ,, is a iriissioner in 
South America. 

Miss Krenzer a d m i t s that 
alumnae f e e l an "emotional 
twinge" at the thought of' the 
school's closing. 

Mrs. Gerard (Patricia) Grassi, 
a 1957 graduate of S t Mary's 
and president of its aluninae 
association, commented that ; 
most alumnae, although sup-! 
porting the administration's de-
cision> are "very sorry tha,t- it's 
closing." ' 

Miss Joan Carr, a 1958 grad
uate and presenttjr on S t Majry's 
nursing faculty, said that ishe 
had "double feelings" about ithe 
closing. | 

"As an alumna, I'm saddened, 
but as a faculty member I know 
that phasing out-the school will 
pe the best 'way to accomplish 
[what St. Marys has always 
aimed for—Ao give the best ed
ucation to nurses. Right now, 
a college atmosphere would pro
vide the best nursing -educa
tion." . • .I 
i The last class of S t Mary's 
has bifcnded the old with the 
new in graduation rites. The 
baccalaureate mass was con
temporary b u t t h e students 
asked to be "capped' T)y the 
heads of the school, a ceremony 
Yrhich dates back to S t Mary's 
early days. / 

Wednesday, June 9, 
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that we're all part of the! Body 
of Christ and' that wel have 
much to gain by working to
gether fbr common goals^" Fa
ther Karika said. T 

The otjher officers elected to
gether with Father Kanka are 
a Baptist minister, [the Rev. 
Robert Markham (vice presi
dent), a Presbyteru n clergy
man, the Rev. Roger 'Kemp 
(secretary-treasurer), i a r id * a 
Lutheran pastor, the |Revl Del-
bert Resemer (program chair

man) , i . j 

Father!Kanka has spent most 
of his priestly life 8n, parish 
work .from the time he was or
dained 15 years ago. | However, 
for three years he t served as 
associate leditor of tfi^ Catholic 
Courier-JOumal. 

Currently Father. Kanka is 
assistant pastor of Sits. Peter 
and Paul's Church herje. 

The ney presidemj of the 
Ministerial' Association h a s 
been iactiye in ecumenical af
fairs jsines his arrival in El-
mira 18 months ago} He's a 
member of the Greater Elmira 
Evangelical Ministers' Fellow
ship, and j helped found an in-
terfaith prayer group which 
meets weekly in Horsfeheads. 

"There jare many dimensions 
of the movement toward Chris
tian unity/ ' Father Kanka says. 

FATHER KANKA; . 

"There is need for theological, 
dialogue |among scholars, need 
for cooperation on social and 
community" action.. But there's 
also a |special need for Chris
tians of ; different denomina
tions t<> meet at t i e level of 
prayer. When they- ineet"in the 
name of i Jesus to snare their 
faith in a prayerful jway, many, 
Of the ohi harriers melt and a 
vital unity in Christl emerges," 
Father JKanka concluded. 
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HIEBT.ERS' 55th 

The 55jth wedding anniver
sary ,of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Hiebljii was the occasion of 
a dinnei 
lea Country Club. 
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