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Offers Practical (cfe4rs on 
Apparent "changes" in teach

ings of the Church! confuse 
many who lack wide reading in 
theology. Father /Douglas C. 
Hofman, assistant pastor of St. 
Margaret Mary's parish, Apala-
chin, after attending as recent 
"conference on teaching Catho
lic doctrine" offers some prac
tical ideas for CCD 'teachers 
and preachers. 

By FATHER DOUGLAS 
HOFFMAN 

I 
Does Catholic d o j c t r i n e 

change? Or have some "imp
licit" truths of the [Catholic 
Faith simply become '[explicit" 
over the course of centuries? 
Is .not the body of doctrine al
ways and everywhere the same 
for Catholicism? -, j • 

What is -the "development of 
dogma"? j 

Today the issue of 'doctrinal 
development underpins very 
practical problems <}f quite 
practical people — preachers, 
CCDr teachers, bishops, '^a4 mor
alists. , j 

.Our-Td-iocesan Clergy! Confer
ence (May 12-12) r oh [religious 
education brought this home 
very dramatically to mfe. in our 
discussion of high school -cur-
riculnn% . the question : of ' doc-

trines' to be comnunicated 
was delicately sidestepped, I 
thought. 

Further, whenever 
more Catechism was 

the Balti-
menti'oned 
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JOHN DOSER 

Scholastic 
Notebook 

"The boys did whatfwast'ex-
peeted of them," Bishop Kear
ney track co-coach j Brother 
DiLibero explained. 

A simple reason why the BK 
runners,' jumpers and throwers 
whipped. McQuaid, 80HJ56, and 
won their" first City - Catholic 
League track and fiel 3. cham
pionship. 

DiLibero, BK s^phmore biol
ogy teacher, and Brother Pelle-
grino, junior American history 
teacher, guided the Kings to 
their first victory in! varsity 
competition over McQuaid as 
welL ' ' f * 
\ BK had been the bridesmaid 

several times; •'but nejyer the 
bride. "We've had some fine 
teams ; here in the. past six 
years",." DiLibero said, but 
there's! little doubt about which 
one DiLibero is most proud. 

He could have mentioned 
every boy's name on the squad 
but did cite a Jew in particular. 

The most o u t s t a n 'd' ing 
achievement was senior Steve 
Mileo's shot put toss which hit 
5J5 feet, 8%i, inches, good enough 
fjor a C-C and All-Cathblfc rec
ord. • • 

! Mileo, a 6-2, 2304b. BK All-
qatholic football tackle, is go
ing to Villahova this fall onaa 
grid scholarship. : ' . \ 

Other BK heroes (and .there 
were: mang) include middle dis
tance '• runner Ton* Neary, and 
low hurdler Tom Campione-
ijleary runs the 880 i n 1:58 
While Campione has done a 
:{20.8 in the 180 low hurdles. 

« 1 
The title win lifted the Kings' 

record to 7-0-1 (jthe t ie was 
against Aquinas) with Jthe Di
ocesan 'and City-Catholic meets 
scheduled earlier this week and 
the Inter-Diocesan -Meejt at Al
bany this Sunday. 
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THE DE SALES) Saints of the 
Wayne - Finger Lakes Western 
Division are no longer; unbeat
en. The Saints dropped a 5-4 
nine inning decision to Victor 
i ." • . • 

Courier-Journal 

(and always apologetically), 
there seemed to be a consensus 
that its big'fault was "too much 
doctrine." ( p o we recall these 
day's that the catechism was 
originally nojeant to be a digest 
of 'Christian d o c t r i n e for 
adults?) 

I i would like to put forward 
for consideration the leads 
taken by K r̂l Eahner and Ber
nard Lonergan on this notion 
of doetrinalj development, and 
then suggest an application to 
the field of catechetics.^ 

» • • 

F'p. Rahner, in "Theological 
Investigations N6. 1," compares 
the rise of dogma in the Church 
with the story of a couple in 
love!,, After being truly in love 
for some time, and coming to 
know one-another through the 
experience, the pair are sepa
rated. She cherishes some very 
happy memories, and thinks 
about the many things he did 
and'said. As time goes by, now 
one,;' now another truth about 
him, comes to her. She contin
ues to think of him, and in a. 
certain sense understands him 
eveni better than before. 

Soi with the Church. The 
Bride of Christ, now awaiting 
His second coming, discusses 
and reflects upon and cherishes 
in b,er memory the experiences 
with, Christ1, her Spouse. The 
knowledge- that was only im
plicit in the earliest days' pe-
comtes explicit for the Chuijch , 
at events like the Council of 

and fell to 8-1 in their division 
although they already •wrapped 
up the championship. r 

• ' ; ' ' ' " 

Saints' pitcher Ron Roxstrom 
fanned 11 and waifced only one 
while opposing' Roundsman 
Tom Peck, a s o f r h o m o r e , 
whiffed seven and walked, xw0. 

Aquinas' Jeff Saddler drew a 
game opening walk and turned. 
out to be this only Irish runner 
to reach base as Jefferson's 
Chuc| Steffen fanned 14 and 
fired| no-hit ball the rest of the 
way -.. . . Jeff won, 4-0. 

McQuaid, taking' s e v e r a l 
lumps; in one week in track, 
failed in its bid to win the 
Aquinas Relays four.years in a 
row .}'.. Thei Knights placed 3rd 
behind winning S t Joe's of Buf
falo j and Charlotte . . . 24 
schools competed. 

The] Knights fared best in 
Catholic League golf by whip
ping (defending champion Bish-. 
op Keiarney (does this make up 
for jlosing the track title?) 8-1, 
to win the championship . . ., 
Tom [Springer, Doug Miller and 
Bill1 Thaney have been medal
ists i in the five league victories 
for i ebach Ed Markey . . . 
Thahejy's 36 against Mooney 
was! I^IcQuaid's best score at 
Oak, Hill this season . . . Springi
er h id a 35 :at Durand. 

Aquinas' Bill Fox is headed 
for iffcedonia State on "a traqs 
and cross country scholarship 
. . . . | A r t DiAntbnio," ex-Mc-
Quaidl jumper, set a school 
markllin thei triple pump with 
46-7% and jowns a 23-4 long 
iumpllat Marquette. 

Nejy head football coach at 
BK is former assistant Don Del-
la w i l a . . > T m grateful Dari-
ny(Coughlii i) gave lne as much 
latitude this past couple 61 
year* as he! did/ ' iQella. Vella 
said . . . Coijighlin resigned last 
m o n t i to goj into business ...".. 
BK ias a jgoodXclub coming 
back, hopesl to improve last-
year's 5-2-1 record in the: new, 
C-C football loop this fall.. 
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a, Ephesus, Chalcedbn i. . . 
is Banner's il basic thought. 
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Lonergan develops the 
in a slightly . different 

Dogma is ' the articulation 
dear prepositional form of 

truths about God and our sal-
vatijm. But dogmas emerge only 
sporadically in tike Chu: 

response toi specifi] 
They represent nol 

moves 

h; and 
<uies-
ere-new formulation bu{ aTcon-

tion 
ly a 
tent new in the sense thai the 
CHr: stian community netferj pre
viously specified these paiftlcu-
lar ]truths so clearly. ' 

S i , for example, that Jesus 
Chrst is God and therefore 
eternal and consiibstantlal Iwith 
the Father is npwhere id the 
Scriptures affirmjed to include, 
eternity and cohsubstahtiklity. 

It took a man such as Wrius, 
who did not belifeve that Jesus 
was God in that sense, to bring 
the dogma of the divinity of 
Christ into the clear conscious
ness of the Church. Beforerhim 

, (and others who questioned the 
V'nafure" of Christ), the Faith 
of tiie Church regarding Christ 

embodied compactly in no-
- such as "Jesus iS' Lord," 

"Jesus is the Lamb of 

munity 
ledge.. 

As an instance, the dogma of 
papal infallibility embodies! a 
truth of Catholic Faith. It he 
to be completed by other 
ticular truths (e.g. Collegial 
thority of the Bis&ops). 

i What may we aain from [all 
this? 

to fuller kn<W- t*mine just what Is affirined 
in the ddctrine at hand. Re-

. . . garding the- sacrament of the 
Eucharist, for example, I think 
the present teaching simply 
atfds to the truth of Christ's 
real presence the truth of per* 
spnal encounter. 

j (1) Chhrch doctrines alw&ys 
idevelojp as] statements of fidel
ity to "the One who is al l ! in 
!all.» 

to "the 

" I I (2) Doctrines 

was 
tion's 
and 

God 
?i 

Lonergan ad^s further that 
truths for human beings are al
w a y s partial and particular 
tjruttis, slices of a bigger 
be 
trut 

[complemented by 
is as the individual 

pie, to 
other 

- cora-

'reflect' t he 
preoccupations of the Church 
|and its tunes in the sense -tl iat 
particiiilarj issues aid conditions 
cause particular truths to sur
face. . | 
j (3)'Doctrines of the Chiiich 
often develop to Ithe point of 
proposltloWal clarity ("Some-
:4hing is !. . . ; something is 
"?t • ...) | 
! (4) Catholic docttrine chances 
in the sense that at any time 
in Her history sine strives to 
clarify and affirm particuar 
truths of; Faith amd later tiiis 
truth i s complemented by an
other paiftial trutlli, which to-

gother embody thei fuller Cam-
olic doctrine. I r 

What are some practical ijn 
plications for catechetlcs? 

(1) pefbre one is tempted to 
say the church has "changed 
her teaching", one should qe-

I (2) Catechists puzzled about 
curriculum and doctrine need 
more exposure to the history of 
the important doctrines of our 
Faith (including those of the 
first four councils). • 

To affirm that Jesus is our l 

brother is a particular truth to 
be complemented by the truth 
of h i s divinity, his oneness with 

the Father! and Holy S p i r i t , . . 
There are! many truths* about-
Jesus. Not many are defined. 
All are t^ue. Not all are ap
propriate jto the first grade 
classroom. 

(3) Trainers of catechists 
need more background 'theol
ogy. The | truths of the more 
person-oriented theologians 
need to be complemented by 
truths of !thG earlier stages in 
the Church's history. 

(4) We priests must be more 
sophisticated in our under-
Standing of 'Church doctrine. 

. ¥ e need, tjo notice -when impor
tant doqtipnes are !?eing ne
glected (eg. Sin, perhaps), but 
also we need to fcaow better 
# e n certain doctrines are in
appropriate (eg. angelology, 
perhaps), \ 
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Msgr. JohnF 
E m o , J u n i o r 
directional arrow 
co-general chairaian 
(second from left) 

ville June 4 

Pautor (far left), and Fither Eugene G. 
P a s t o r (far|rigjht), d r a w a t t e n t i o n ( w i t h a c o u p l e o f t h e 

signs that ar^ posted throughout the area) to Fred Holmes, 
(second from right) and Jon Shay, co-general rhafrihan 

for the St. Mary's Summer Festival to be held In Dans-
and S. (Photography by Powell Studios oi Dansvllle) 

ther Daly 
lief Speak 

Flirst Friday 
• Father Declan paly, SS.CC. 
Willi address* the June meeting 

1 of | the Mass League and the 
| First Friday Club bf the K. Of 
IC. father Daly's subject wi il be 
i "Keeping Christiani Young and 
Keeping Young Christians.' 

Father Daly, a Sacred Kfeart 
Father stationed at S S Pet( 
Jfauls Church in«Rochester, 

[ been1 active in youth work. £ 
coining to.SS Peter & Paul's 
has j been moderator of 
Youth <31ub. BefOi^! his 

. h e had worked wjth CYO 
ganizations and with the " 
Juyenile Correctional Ins 

•:• in j Manchester, N"4w Hampi 

i i Father Daly was {bom in 
common, Ireland,, and was 
dained in 1964i fie,taught 
twjo jyears at . Qu|een Of 
Semnjiary ini,J^e*; "— 
In! septemociT, ne 
Washington, j D.CJ 
the j '^Coalition | 
Seminariea;" 
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The First Friday luncheons 
ace'held at the To|}:of the Rlaza 
beginning at nobit They end 

.promptly aif 1:30.: Men and 
women are inviteja j 

l/ednesday,' June 2, 1971 

to 
in 


