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Fainted Rabbi o n f 'opef 

"The Most Misunderstood 
' • j j i ! 

Mail <*f the Century" | 
N e w York,— <RNS) '-r- "Po] 

"Paul is the most misunders 
man of the century." 

This opinion was voiced 
cently by Rabbi Abraham JOL 
ual Heschel, famed philosophe 
of Jewish Theological Sem:-
nary, New York, according t j 
a Catholic priest friend, of the 

rabbi, who wishes to) remain 
anonymous. 

"Like few other people," the 
informant told Religious News 
Service, "Rabbi Heschel underr 
stajnds the gravity of qie times 
that makes the Pope's task un
usually heavy, a superhuman 
ons which, in all his frailty, he 
seeks to fulfill with conscience 
a n l devotion. I 

'The world may tfynk (the 
Pope) aloof, but in reality he 
is a man of great warriith, who 
gives himself to hisj fellow-
Christians and, no less;; to visi-
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T[he RN3 informant said the 
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Rabbi Heschel by itelling 
how deeply impressed he 

by "the, spirit and. beauty" 

he rabbi's hooks, "which he 
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Celibacy is not the issue. The 
NllPC may demand an immedi
ate change. Y o u n g priest 
groups may march onl picket 
lin^s. The news media may use 
celibacy as a lead for every re
port on the Catholic church. 
But it's still not the is$ue. 

The issue is power. Iij I were 
a member of the shadowy pow
er I elite which controls the 
American Church I frould 
cheerfully, let priests marry if 
they want. -For such a decision 
would have no impact a 
the stranglehold I have 
Church. 

all on 
on the 

little over half the Amer-
icah priesthood wants to see 
optional celibacy, while more 

thap three quarters jof the 
clergy support popular nomina
tion of bishops. Yet, thi» latter 
finding is completely ignored in 
media coverage while the form
er is the subject of obsessive 
reporting. . • . 

But whatever the mecia cov
erage, we ought! not. t< >. make 
any" mistake about it: the pres-
en [crisis in the <phureh twill go 
from bad to woise unffl there 
is a drastic change in the man
ner! in which Church leader
ship is chosen. The polarization 
of [clergy and hierarchy will 
only begin to diminish' when 
the; bishops are in some] mean
ingful s e n s e responsible 
to £heir priests and not (merely 
to a distant bureaucracy and a 
clique of their peers who'dom
inate the selection and promo
tion of bishops, 

I; am not saying that bishops 
ought to be responsible only to 
tnBir DriBits. Dii 
ttiajt %n aaOition 
sponslbilities to 
Church universal ._ 
diocese they have" a responsibil
ity jto speak for (their owri dio
cese to the Churjch universal— 
and this I would argue is a 
theological responsibility root
ed in the nature pf their office. 
But unless the priests (and 
people) of a diocese participate 
in the nomination of their lead
ers, there is no reason beyond 
the personal disposition of an 
individual bishop] why the lead
er should feel any responsibil
ity to them. I 

4 Let ^ o one argue that popu
lar nomination, of bishops is a 
new and radical idea. I t is the 
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In my own diocese there has 
beet, a long,and foolish fight 
aboit the shape of a diocesan 
senate. Such a fight is,a waste 
of lime because senates {have 
no important power and will 
not have it until tfegjl* have 
somi} part in the^gnx&ss of 
nominating ibjshops. ]L 

Power is* not going, io be 
yiel< led! easily. It is not jgoing, 
to t jrn up. as a splendid sur
prise iindeij a Christmas; tree. 
I t ^dll come only jrheti the. 
priests] of eyery diocese in the 

' United'States make fit,crystal; 
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Vatican City 
hopes and joys, 
sorrows 
latter half of ttj 
are considered 
VI in the 12,000-word 
Letter released 
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tions tiiat becoiie stronger as 
man becomes better informed 
and [better edwatedt "the as
piration to equality Jalnd the as-
piwQon to parupip^tipn." 

The Pope hails these aspii 
tionsi as "two forms of man's 
dignity and freedom" and dis
cusses in detail the obstacles 
to their achievement. | 

In ] the discussion, Pope Paul 
stresses that there is, rio univer
sal solution because of the dif
fering circumtances of men. rje 
insists," however,' that ti^ie 
chunih can offer universal prin
ciples to guide man in his quest 
and can contribute to formulajt-
ifag specific courses of action 
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'He urged 
"to invent new fo; 
democracy" to 
rights of man. 

The entire letter] issued ^o 
coincide with the 80th. anniver
sary of Pope Peo XHTs pioneer
ing social.encyclical Rerum No-
varum, is written in a tone df. 
optimism; and contafns no cor 
demnations. 

There are warnings, however, 
of excesses such as m the mis
use Of stjrikes by unions and of 
acceptah?e by Christians of id
eologies, contrary to] their faith 
such as Marxism, 

The Pope also cautions,man. 
W i i k t I k L k s imi&A "ui&Bii" 
as a "convenient excuse" for es
caping "concrete tasks in oraer 
to take refuge in an imaginary 
world." At this same time, he 
admits that none ofj the estab
lished social systems fully sat
isfy man's aspiration and that 
the queit for a more ideal sys
tem- of society can meet, the 
"Christian appeal." 

Pope Paul says he wij-ote the 
letter in order to extend the, 
social tfe^chings; of his| prede^ 
ceskors ^'tothe h e w needs; of a 
changing world.*' As the jmost 
•travelled Pope in historv', he re^ 
fers to his first hand viewing 
•of !thos6[ needs, stating, "We 
have gone into the1 crowds and 
have heard their appeals, their 

cries of, Iwpe, 

j The Vatican had planned t o 
release the text on (May 14, to 
coincide with the 80th anniver
sary of, Pope Leo XIII's ency
clical Rerum Novarurni called 
the first of tiie great social en
cyclicals. However, the! Italialn 
press broke the story on; May 1] 

solving social isjiies Were Marx
ism, free-jwheeiirig laissez-faire 
capitalism and spme forms of 
socialism. He sai^ that Marxism 
pre-supposes atheism-, preaches 
^dialectic of. violence and de
nies the transcendental. 
I . 1 ! ' f 1 
I Thel Pope insisted "that the 
(Christian j community " with a 
pew form of democracy can 
provide the righ"t to equality 
and involvement for every man. 
I "Jit is for the Christian com
munities to discern, with the 
help 6f thje Holy jSpii It, in colm-
inunioh with the bikhops con
cerned and in dialogue with 
other. Christian brothers dnd 
^vith all men of jgooi will, the 
options and commitments tojbe 
adopted; in ordey to work out 
those social, political and eco
nomic transformations that are 
cojisidered necessaryj" the Pope^ 
said.. 

j The letter concluded with a 
pressing sjppeal f6r ir lplemen tac
tion by men e'ver^where of 
these, papal suggestions, if or a 
hew order in the |wor Id. 
i , ' * . I ^ 

! Pope Pajul's letter :is a call to 
action for Christians to involve 
themselves in the soluti|on,of 
the many social Jproplems tt^at 
exist "in the world. 

•He. recalled .his 
Populorum 
he urged laymen to 

Informed observers throng 
out the world stressed (the "im
portance of the papal docu
ment It^was compared m scope 
as well as in subject with Rerum 
Novarum, and in the tr.S. Msgr. 
George'C. Higgins,Jdirector of 
the U.S. ? Catholic donference!*s 
division for urban? life, de
scribed it as "a pastoral letter 
of the highest caliber." • ' 

Pope Paul said the Christian 

as their own proper task ihe 
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