MRS. ALICE BENEDICT
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o EQ'UMENISM Rx for Rushw le Clinic

~

3 A dﬂapldatéd and ramshackle Rushville hou > of
f . " Victorian origins has. become the scene of an ecumenical
| . medical effort. With Catholic backmg, an Episcopal ad-
ministrator, a Luthera paséor as chief lab technician, the
Rushville Clinic draws on volunteer talent from all |seg-
 ments of ‘society in the countles south ofTRochester

. i Alice Benedict, a reg:lsﬂered nurse- amd administrator

- of the clinic, says, “My slogan for it is, ‘Love in actien.’ ”
N - _.And in almoest the same breath she ds, “I just c:anft
' - believe how wonderful people have been.’ ” Though|she
» ‘ would never admit it herself, Mrs. Benegict is one of] the
- { 17 . principal reasons that eople have been so wonderful.

' The chmc opened last summer to serye the 14 migrant

e camps in Yates and Ontario counties, and to provide nr%edl . Phillips Brooks, a volunteer nurse at ‘thh ¢ cMO.
’ i - cal icare at low cost to. commumty residents Who 't -
o afford a family doctor. | “The’ «attltude of most prof%mnal ‘ ’
\ ~ people who volunteer their servmes ” gsays Mrs. Benechct, C
| “seems to be that, ‘If you 6offer to pay me, I won't be o

.  here’”. 5

. N She loves to tell the story of h,ow the porch on the|old
A . - building was renovated. Loeal Lutherans tore down |the
) R 1 ' onglnal gingerbread st ctur¢, Presbyte an memn came(the
- next{ weekend to cart away i:he rubbish| and a construc-
SN . tion company loaned two men to build e concrete fol
: ‘ qor new steps.

5 " Mrs. Beneicx; discuss : the evening’s work-with Mrs, ‘
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. 4 - The clini¢: got its|start in 1968, when Father Jo}uli '

”"% ‘Hemipel of the dioc Oﬁlce of Human Develop: en¢
presented - the 1dea to | the Yates County Steering Com-
‘mittee. The Steering C mnutpee coordinates all social rol '
tgrams to prevent duplication of efforts, The Roch

: ‘dloces&thembough thél building; now the chmc is repay J
'ing the original cost from the donations it gets. | l ,

. L Mrs. Benedict ref: to| see herself as a director oﬂ
1 - : , .an overseer, “tetling‘pi:lz what to do.” Instead she likes
R - 'to allow people to.uselher as|a channel for getting things
T : 'done. Her method has?allow;ed” volunteers to get a ed-.-1
N . - ical laboratony, dental clinic, nutrition classes and matern-
: ~+ ity care program going in Rushvﬂle in addmon, to re%ar

1 medical care. .
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to a medical‘ e:'zaminahon in the clinic%
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“The core of our rogram§ is the medical care,” says

- - . _'”Mrs Beneadict, “but- on: peop],e get ln here, they’re more , ‘
PN | apt to discuss their oth problems " In the busy, friendly ‘

SR atmosphere of the Rush yille CJJnlc rost people would feel ‘

jthat way. A l , ¢ ' - | ‘ < S
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