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The National Opinion Research Center de
cided to label it with, the I provocative title 
'Study 5029.' The abjove f prmula| is a per-' 

sonal arrangement expres
sive !of my personM confu
sion | which I ain tri ring to 
share with you, 

TRhe project 1 write 
about i s ! the sociological 
study .of | the American 
priesthood! — an mpirical 
analysis of the f icejlbe-na-
tionj challenge anfl re-~ 

| .spouse of pur Catholic cler
gy presented to tjke Ameri
can bishops at EJetroit for 
theiri reflection, and medi-

t^lon, The research | monig^ph I w^? pre
sented I>y Father Andrew (Greeley 'with the 
warning that the data uncovfirM could be 
used as ammunition f^r bo$i sides of debate 
on policy in the American Church. For- a 
researcher may hazard some guesses' about 
the future to add spice and variety!to his 
bland offerings but they have to !be so 
labeled. His work ends with a 'takejit for 
what its worth.' 

Let me explain my formula; 
API — American priesthood input — the 

Guest Columnist 

answering. 14 
reponses of 6,000 ^mericka. priests, each 

questionnaires designed to in-
—i—j.:~e—ii_i andj their hap-dicate their work-satMactio: 

piness indices 

IBM—This synonym for American techno
logical genius jrepresents t h r cybernetic [pro
cess which digested 
punched cards, magnetic tapes and discs. 

N€CBl —I Represents 
National Co|rifjerence 

the input — with its 

of Catholic Bishops1 of-
fered (for episcopal refinement and * analysis 
and fprj safe passager to Rome for the Fall 
Synod. ' 

RS -J- Rojopn Sp6d and mom reflection 
and reinforeeijjient by) the M<srarehy from all 

over the world. 1 hopp our precious offerings 
are Hot Intercepted by custom officials. Their 

value jisj at le$>t ?10Q}000, 
Here are s&me of j the gems in the cargo 

entrusted to lour ofI us for safe jnassagie^ 
a'U heavily bonded, by the way. 

'' i 
i 

1. iOjurs seminary education and vocation 
decisipn—-Theife is very little correlation be
tween! ajjej and iexperience before entering ithe 
seminary and subsequent attitudes. Seminary 
training; prepajred u s model lately -well—but 
not fojr deal ing with people. (I used t o think 

ie input,to the 

iSiSiii^MhMs^ik <££2*i&ii 

Bishop Hogan 

was all about.) 

Personally ^dlevslopment - — N o evi
dence uncovered (think God!) that our priest
hood has interfered with ojur personality de
velopment. We bom>ai-ed favoraby with the 
seif-actializatioij. of <college student and with 
the Peace Corps vol in ;eers (both groups evi
dently have p a i M ^ Jnifluijh the computer). 
We are not neuronic riisfits b4ut not by and 
large charismatic jeaders.ljSorry to note this 
latter discovery! fojosl of jus whoj remain in . 

actualized. • 
a formula 

mean? scores of priests of the 

the active ministry afe hypo-self 
This conclusionjwisj arrived at by 
whereby the 

same aga as the|n< 

t h e 

By Fatht r Francis R. Davis 

Mary. . . Through the Eyes of Bernadet^ 
Whenever, we look at Our Blessed Lady 

we look at her through-the eyes of others. 
The Gospel write!* tell us 
of Mary during b i r l ife on" 

earth, But! even since then; 
Mary . has; been seen by 
some few chosen souls. And 

•to some she has given a 
message. 1st. Bernadette 
Of Lourdes in France* both 
saw ; Mary| and- heard her 
Speak. Mary appeared to 
to her nc|t just pnee but 
nineteen times from Febru
ary jll to March 25, 1858, 
plus two niore times in that 

same year. - j 
Was there ever a more unlikfly candi

date for a vision of Mary 'than Bernadette 
Soubirous? She was unknown to most of 
the townspeople of Lourdes. In any case, 
they would not have, wanted to kWw her, 
because of the name she bore. Bernadette 

, was unfortunate, as tbe toim gossips might 
see her plight, in both her fathjer,; Fran
cois Soubirous, and her I mother, Louise 
Casterot. ! j 

The gossips spoke of her fataiexl as a 
his slip

shod managerrtent; they knew him, further, 
as a man accused of' theft. And they tallied 

about jhjsr mother as, being a drunkard. JBy 
1857 the family had 'been reduced t o l iving 
in the Abandoned jail, discarded as too Un
sanitary! for the town drunks. Little did "the 
gossips jcare that thejir pictikre of the Sbu-
birous family was unjust and unfair. 

<}od selected a 
such a mission 

wastrel who had lost a mill by 

Editorial 

That; the Providehce of 
girl from such a family for 
proves once mOre thai God c looses the weak 
things of this world to confound the strong. 

> ! • • ! • • 

Bernadette Soubirous claimed to see a 
Lady in a Grotto at iLourde^, a Lady invis
ible to all | elie. Discerning!' students have 
detected an evident djesign in the whole ser
ies of events suirounding the visions. The 
Lady was teaching Bernadette and the wotld. 

a number of .lessons. | She arranged them'to 
.fit the happenings of the time, such as mar
ket day to injure the presence of a crowd 

On February 26, for insjtance, the Gfos-
pel was that of the cube of a 
pool of Bethesda; and) it was on that day that 
it was realized! that the sp'rirg uncovered j by 
Bernadette might be jthe means of miracle. 
The Lady was.very niuch hi charge of ar
rangements, i 

The Legislature i s racing through tiie 
finaTdays of its duties and japparehtly 
will not have time toj yote on a! bfli t<? 
repeal the present. abortion-on-demand 
law passed hi the 1970 session. 

But two items last week shoi ild igive all 
New York staters pause;. One was la State 
Supreme Court decision.'against} a Manhat
tan agency arranging aborfions for profit 
which revealed that ronimerciai operators 
have been exploiting pregnant mothers. 
Tke second was a report jwMch showed 4!78 
infant deaths have oipcurred per! day in the 
fi^st six months of the legalized |kjl!|ing khd 
that abortions f or out-of-staters made up 
more than half" of the operations per-
formed, 

te has 
predicted, 

the woman 

More than Angry Voices Needed to Change 

to go to 

m groups were com-
Cnbe value of pared "with the mean norms" 

this gem, may not bejobyious.) 

3. Attitudes and val|ues~"Anomie is seen 
as widespread an ! t i e s Church". (I hope w e 

istamp it out soon1.) 1̂  e liavejno generatiOin gap 
if you ompare |pri< s ts under 36 with! those^ 

J4mdsr 55. This ehrt nolpgicjal range begets a 
'generation slope': Ind thfe direst path be
tween a|;e and mode rn values i s 50,. while the 
indirect path thrloug I 'innef-direction' is only 
10. 

But, low, enoi 
threat 

for this \sreek. 
c rotmned'. 

the Grottc 

;he 

Despite oppoktipn Berhadette 

her to do. As to 
-for penance; she^ 

also, a chapel. f\m< 
25, i n response 

Ipeated question, 
who you are?" Oi 
raised her eyes 
the (Immaculate 

1 end with. 

continued 
as the Lady had asked 

message, the Lady asked 
asjkedjforj a procession a n d 

*ly very early on March 
Bernaldette's thrice re-

buljd ybu please tell me 
-Lady'joined her hands, 

to peaven! and said, "I am 
Cofcep'tibn." 

Our Lady app 
last j time on Ju!ry 
save; for answer tijij 
sionte, Bernadette 
while Our Lady coi 
fore!. 

God does not 
nadette §ouhirous 

has 
for 

canonized; herf 
her fsaintly life 

to Bernadette for the 
1858. Prom then on, 

questions about the yi-
into the shadows 

es more and niore to 

end for us to forget Ber-
,ex an, He chose her out 

of all men for her Awesome task. Tlhe <Jhureh 

les 

no; for her visions .but 
In praying to 

of Lourdes, Mary Immaculate, we must never 
alloiv oi irselvesi tot forget nhat frail maiden, 
St. — - UI~~J—_• —_ .L ,_ . '— Bernadette 

•a i 

* "i uhirous. 
^Bernadette that we have through the eyes 

power at all to see Mary standing i 
Grotto by the p p : (̂ rave1, 

over t h e "bar-
" and coil-

Hopeless ,hand-'wi?in'ging 
barisnii Which bloodies this ^tate' 
tinued letter-writinc to ^persuade legisla
tors that ithe unrestricted abortions, must be 
curbed steem liseiess for tins Spring. T îe 
laWi whidi id the opinion of the Governpr 
and many of the Legislature, should be 

I: T h e s e facts indicate jthat our 
become ike abortion niili once 
Obviojisly the atmosphere lures 

. w|th a baby-problem and gives jnc<ptive tb 
the pursuer of an easy dollar. 

nll^^^WWW ^w^|i^^»l^^W 

testihg| befor© restric-
attached to it, wiU re-

J 

given m<ke tune for 
tive amendments are 
main on the books 

But in the] past ydsr what hav&wedone 
to help women solve ithe abortion-dilemma?. 
The CathoUcrcommiinity o i this, state -j— 
bishops and clergy, physicians, social work
ers,, editors and layi pieople —-have not 
offered any positive new programs to deter 
'the.4om.air confrontjsd; witli. an linwantad 
pregnancy. 1 ';•• ' * 

There has! been no strong Catbolic lead
ership for legislation to improve the wel
fare program, to guarantee minimi 
^ j n p o m e , o | to ^ n | e survivaljfinancmg 

for tbe family which wan 
keep thei* childn n[| Otu* 
Started tt- develop. 
public opinion tow; 

the 

Our Lady 

For it is only 

i n 

~ ^ ~ to have and 
parishes have not 

more compassionate 
support of tlhe un-

:e pregnancies are wed mothers, but teenag< 
increasin|[ in maiy neighborhoods. 
j, Tliere has be BE only slight, evidence 
£the Birthright pro; p-amj,—-̂ n̂ t yet |in i!he 
l^ochestei Diocese) ibf 
services ti> offer anjlal' 

athol 

id. 

1»71 

pi thje unwanted 
jofifers from Cath 
jUver^ charges f fr | th' 
bhildreh but a~ i"~ 
ceptlon and' a 
afford. 

!| (The Family of 
ik the sanctity o | 
jdo tp m p t its 
than to berate th 

on the bad law 

.jrlic counselling 
..-ati^e to abortion 
IWe Jhaye sjaen ho 

pitals to ease de-
who ?may want 

that jcontra-
re all they can 

jrho firMy t©lieyes 
ave much. riore|to 

•nsibili^y for s^ci^ty 
legislators for leaving a 

ttthei' Richard Tc rmej 
L^L 

the 
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