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THREE-DAY BASTES EVENT 

When the new Roman Calen-
- dar discusses Holy "Week and 
. Easter, it -stresses that God's 

glory and our salvation were ac
complished principally through 
the dying and rising of Jesus, 
his Passover through death to 
new life. His death,destroyed 
our death in. sin, and .his -rising 

• made it possible for- us to rise 
out o! baptism into the_new life 

- of grace. So the three-day cele
bration of his suffering, dyhig 
and rising is the peak of the 
liturgical year, progressing from 
the, Evening Mass of the Lord's 
Supper through .the Easter Vigil 
to Vespers of f a s t e r Sunday 
(pat. 18, 19)'. "">' 

To understand this apparent
ly, new but traditional termi
nology, we must remember that • 
the events of Holy Thursday 
evening, Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday night are not distinct 
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Today the 1-jShurjch celebrates 
the pagsioni and death i of He| 
Lord. Since: jPalh|| Sunday xhf 
shadow of 'thija cross has ;bejei]i 
cast.across every liturgy. Today 
the cross is jijhe- symbol which 

completely idominates our .fit" 

The celebrant wears red Mags 
vestments tbijhonor the Lamb 
whose blood-Saves jus. At prayer 
recalling ourjredembtioh begfn's 
the ceremony] Tti «f first readi 
ing from Isiiah describes the 
Suffering Servant^ |Tjie second 
reading from Hebrews recalls 
that Jesus submitted humbly 
and became for allj a source of 
eternal' salvation, i The Passion 
according tb/Jbhn is proclaimed 
After the homilyjjve pray tor 
all mankind in ah ancient form 

events, but rather together com
prise the one redeeming action 
of Christ. Many centuries ago 
St, Augustine wrote thjat these 
last three days of Holy Week 
are not a preparation for Eas
ter, but rather are the most 
sacred Easter Triduunj of the 
crucified, buried and risen 
Savior. 

. Jesus spoke in this fashion to 
the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, when he said, "Did 
not the Messiah-have to undergo 
all this (suffering) so as' to 
enter into his glory?" (Lk. 24/ 
26^. The preaching of Peter as 
given in the first reading of the 
Easter Sunday Mass also can 
be seen as a definition of Eas
ter: "They killed him* finally, 
hanging him on a tree, only to 
have God raise him up oh the 
third day" (Acts 10/40). 

In keeping with the most 
ancient tradition of the Church, 
we believe that the Easter ac
tion of the Lord embraced three 
days during which mankind was 
restored to friendship with the 
Father. On Easter Sunday land 
through the week we repeat in 
the liturgy, "Christ our ^ass-
over has been sacrificed. Le,t us 
celebrate the feast- . . . with 
the unleavened bread ; of sin-
cerity and truth" £1 Ooi 5/?-8). 
This traditional refrain reminds 
us that Easter means not bnly 
the resurrection but also;the 
passion, death' and burial o f 
Jesus. 
t 

This belief in the message 
and meaning of, Easter is em
phasized in every Ma$s,U is 
most explicit in the Memorial 
Acclamation, 

"Lord, by/yoigr cross an£ 
i-esurrectiwf 

you have fset us free. 
You are th'e Savior of 

the world." 
EVENING MASS OF j 

THE LORD'S SUPPEHj 

The Easter Triduum begins 
with the- Evening Mass of (the 
Lord's Supper; Its , Entrance 
Antlphon emphasizes the -th'eme 

night shine forth 

Paschal-fast £ nd | abstinence of' 
Goodl; Friday should be main
tained through I Holy Saturday 
until Jthe Easter iyigil Service. 

NIGHT TPTAJrCH Op ) 
THE RESURRECTION j 

1 The Church | tarries tbday, at 
the Lord's toihbj meditating on 
his passion anil!death. She rje-
frains from aii cieremoriy until 
nightfall, pujjiiig the j nighjt-
watcH (Vigil j iService) sorrojw 
aind mourning; give way to joy 
and <felebration.ll i 

v • jl •- ' ! i 
i Thej Easter: Vjigil Service is 
the ' nigh' point br- the entire 
liturgical year., Easter is the 
'tSolehihity .of sbl&m nities," Srid 
this . most ancient vigil; is Me 
'Mother of all hb'ly vigils."- j. 

Though the new q rder jfor the 
Vigil •Service is shoiter than ijnV 
past years, the recent modifica
tions and simpltficiitrons havje 
made the meaning Of this holy 

r. ' . 1 • . : " 

more clearly. 

The firs; 
from the 3ook ofi 
of the first Passo ĵ 
e d . a sacrifice and 
memorial to God'? 
Chosen people, 
reading 
Lord celebrated 
Passovers-he es 
covenant in, his'bji 
fice, sacrament 
with the new Pe 
'What more fitting 
there than this ev 
ticibate in the lif 
ceive the Sacramf 
by pur Lord! 

Holy Co] 
from hosts 
at this M; 
permit all| 
charist 
bread am 
under bo 
perfect 
of the peb) 
the Euchi 
stniction 
n. 240). 

-After Gommun 
maining hosts arji 
to the repository, 
updated churches 
place for I reservajjo^i 
spint vf iffvJj" 
pository *isj decoral 
ply. Adoration wjhtt 
late in the evening, 
midnight • there 
adoration. 

,The all 
stripped 
cijfix covei 

. tiie sanctu; 
offered ai 
Vigil Se: 
strengthen 

, "When we eat 
i drink this cu; 
iwe proclaim yoi 
; :Lord Jesus, 

, juntiljyoii come 

forms of 
wnmunion 
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congregation gehuflect pefj(|re 
it or kiss it, as a sign of sorrow 
and gratitude. If many are:prejs-J 

ent, the cross wil} be raised he-
fore aiL; At the [end of this 
veneration, the cjross is placed 
at the altar jof sacrifice., j' 

The third and, final, part of 
the liturgy is the) Comtaunian 
Service. No Mass is offered this 
day, but Christian^ commemo
rate tfye; supremje | sacrifice of 
Jesus by receiving Holy Com-
imunion from the ! hosts conse
crated yesterday, • . »| 

( Aftei Communion the cere
mony e|nds with a Prayer oyer 
the Pe>ple,. similar to the dis
missal blessing j at Mass. It re
minds iik that 
lk the Iresi 

wfe flnd our l iobe 
, _ttn. TW alfer 

is strip; jed alt s trtnvenieht time, 
without !cer4mbby, but the un
veiled cross remains at the 
altar. 

, For dhrisjtian ,̂: these waning 
hours of:Friday and all bf Sat
urday are a] time of transitibn 
from the Lentep |Tobservaricec jof 
prayer jand penanjee iritoi antici
pation ojf, joy iri jthe resurrection 
of Jesus. The official documerts 
even suggest tlat the obligatory: 

A large ' firei is1 kindled and 
blesse|d outside , the church 
where all are jgahered. Wheh 
the Easter. .Candle is lit from 
this, fire, it Symbolizes Christ 
the iiight of "tiiel world, and it 
dispels ithe darkness of the! 

Christ lis our "pillar o'f 
fire,") leading us,J the new Is
rael.' The Paschal Candle pro
vides the light f<j*r the lEaster 
Proclamlatibn which recalls the 
grandeur Of Jesus* rising oh 
this holy night. Its text .recountis 
God's] wonderful |works |m 
Old Testament, foreshadowing' 
his wonders accomplished in the 
New Testament; ! 

Through] the readings We are 
disposed tp rjeceiye thW sacri 
ments with deeper faith. In 
imitation of the death %nd res
urrection of the Lord, Baptism 
may jbe Celebrated after tiie 
Gospel has proclaimed his res|-
•urrectiop. j Baptismal water is 
blessed from ^hich the catechu|-
mens; burned' with Christ by 
death to sin,, emerge into the 
new life <j>f his grace. "If we 
have : been United with him 
through likeness to his death, so 
shall j we; be through a like res
urrection" (Rom. 6/5). ;. 

We; renew! iour .Baptismal 
Promises and pledge to witnes$ 
by our lives and conduct to the 
hew litfebestowed on us in Bap̂  
tism. Then|the liturgy con|inues 
with jthe General | Intercessions 
and the usual order, of. Mass 
follows, omitting (Lauds 
end. , J "' \ 
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