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The Church. »1971

 Team Mmls'rry

By Fr. Andtew Greele‘y

r

As American Cathohczsm has
deteriorated into chaos during
the last half-decade, we have |
heard a steady stream of magic
answers, advocated to avert dis-

. aster. However much substan-

tive content these answers may :

have had originally, they quick- ;
| nity as the community defins -

ly become slogans.

The latest -addition to the
list is “team ministry.” Let me
make it clear at the beginning
that I am conipletely in favor
of experimentation with’ new
forms of ministry; many of the
problems we have today are
the result of the absence of ex-
perimentaﬂon in the past. Al
most any kind of ministry
would be an improvement over

the old pastor-curate relation- ;
ship which was ope of the last
. “remnants of feudalism (along

-with the teacher-pupil relation-

ship) to be iound in the mod-

* ern world.

But one must ask a number -

of tough quesions about any
such “experiment’:

1. First of all,'ls it reall an
experiment? Have criteria
set up beforchand to deber-

mine whether it succeeds or
fails? Have methods been. es-

tablished to evaluaté its effec-
tiveness? Or will it be a “suc-
cess” if the team members like
it?

2. Secondly, have the objects’
of the new ministry been'con-
sulted and given tHeir consent
to the experiment? One fre-
quently has the impreSsion
that the team ministry is.
posed on parishioners whether
they like it or not. An' exercise
in democracy® which begins ‘in
such fashion is at best a dubi-
ous kind of democracy; and it
is not much improved if the

. rank and file are asked to rati-

. ma exist in sensitivity th

fy a decision with little. real
opportumty to .veto it.

f;’ 8. Is it really ‘ministry or an
exercise in self-indulgence? Do
the members of the team in-

tend to-respond to the needs
and demands of their co:

them or as .they themselves de-
fine them, a priori? I have
heard of one team that is Zl
-leged to have announced that
it has better things to do thin
1 (1] mimster to the local hospi-

does not want to be concerned
- abqut money - matters (th

backward of St. Paul to
been concerned about

proclaimed that 'it. is not inter-

estdd in parochial schools.
rishloners may find that th,
have traded in @ monarch for

a lpague of barons — - and per
_ilazybaronsatthat

Are the team membe

kidd. mg themselves abnut

otdorship! Leadarlode gmuf;

ti in the real world of human
community and human organi-

pravide for the bookkeeping
and housekeeping details, to
protect the rights of commu-
nity members, to see the “big
picture” -of the community's
goals and-'to ask the challeng-
ing questifns to which the com-
munity mist respond.

" 5. Finally, is the “$oam mih-
1stp"' rooted in a clear and
aningful
lues and goals? Does it mal
1fe§t an explicit and confident
faith? Or is it merely one more
attempt to reform the Church
byithe relatively easy technique,

of | fiddling with the. structure?
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Each generatlon comnng o
age wishes to leave its mark ol
the decade, and this often spe
“Change.” Some' changes are fo:
ithe better; bt others, after
’trﬁ] fail tom . MOr satlsfac

y the needs of the|majority,
Radical changw an- defeat the
5p1 ose mtend ]2
: Whﬂe heari I-Ioly l{lass in
th vernacular, with participa-
] of the laxty1 in_the Coni
fxtJ‘eoi' Kyrie, lona ‘Cr
Sanctus, Our Fa er, Algnus el
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me t in the Holy Sacnﬂce and
therefore, in my estlmauon,
a hange for the bett ' as far
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Latm used by the pn t learn-

. .mg at the same time the beau-

tiful Latm. In other

tpe wording of tli%z p
; Some other' change
i e o ‘ i
have not in the opinion.
olf us been for the bet
“use of gu1tar instead
musxc, s:%ection of o ongs

in place of those rehgious songs
cherished| in the. p and| the

.dlScontmuance of after Mass
. pfayers feel that with these
cllxanges ere thas been a break-

down in [reverence and- that a
somewhat| lower level [has ‘been -
-sought n; order . p: ablyl to

ualizé lour serv:cesl, to the

o'f organ
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Offers P‘hanks

Editor; - = l
On behalf of <the offlcers and
members of Rochester Council
178 Knights: of Columbus may
I extend our phanks for the pas-
toral letter fn&n Bishop ' J oseph
L. Hogan, to the Pastors in om;
’ d for the -assis:
“tance ‘we fecelved on the re:
- cruitment dnve in honor: of
Pope Paul VI A

The results of our - program
‘with this coo ration and the

- dedication of | our members have
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Lobster dainties with drawn : o ) . SR ce L
butter, charcoal broiled tender- . ' 5 oL '
loin steak, boked potato, salad ' ’ ' o
Monday Mar. 29 thru Sun. April 4

s3.

LUNCHEON FEATURE

BEEF TENDERLOIN TiPS$
Served 31.75

butter noodies,
1oils and butter.

Mon, Mar. 29 thru Sat. April 3

- been very gratifying. ok

K. A. Bennett, grand knighli
Knigbrts nof Columbus, )

as the majority is con eérned, it| -
muﬁt be pointed out thiat previ-
ously the congregatlon St
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