" councils

~Catholnf3! High School,

E lshop

(é} ntinued from Page 1A)

schol children +in this State.

“of a

J ewxsh Rabbi

the\r (;hzldren‘? . . . The
"entire = Orthodox Jewish
Community which alone
has| built the huge nation-
w1d network of Yeshivos
(Jexxsh day schools) is
-united in advocating gov-
»ernment support of the sec-
la sub;;ects taught in re-
lngx us schools . It is a

to charge hat more

tnarl one school System in

our country would result in
“inferior education’. I

wasia delegata to the White
~House Conference on Chil-
. dren, where the ‘thousands -
-.of participating educators
clamored for more diver-
. sity land competition in ed-
ucation to help achieve
' quality ‘education.
“Without ° competition any’
| enterprise will stagnate,
-vegetate and ultimately be.
c¢orrupted . ’Amencan'

3(Co tinued from Page lA)

“The Priests’ Council dlscussed
the deéued dioceésan council at
severall meetings in the: Fall of

1970 and heard analyses of the
value ‘of such a body.}

- The new council, which took
office in January also, covered
the issue theroughly and. on
March |2 strongly urged the
Bishop | to undertake formation
of a future pastoral: body by .
regionalizing the diocese; estab-
Jishing |an edjicational- program
on the)function of the futyre -
council and *mandating 'parish

They || asked him to appomt
a fulltime coordinator and in’
time name a steering committee ;
to " work . out the formation,
shape hd scope of the cou}ncll-
to-be.

Bisho ‘Hogan’s first response

was the| appointing of Bishop

AMcCaffé y and Msgr. Muleahy.

. Msgr., Ball .
(Contmued from. Page 1A) -

Msgx"'. | a.ll was bori ih Roch-
‘ester’ an educated at St. Mon-
tica’s Sc 001, St Andrews and
St. Be '- ards semmanes Or-
.damed une’ 11, 1921, he .was
assigned| to teach) at Rochester
l * later
Institute,’ where he re-

il, he was appomted pas-
3t. Theresa’s in Stanley,
and Stl/ ‘Mary’s, Rushville. In

1940, hel imoved to the pastorate

of St. q trick’s, Dansvﬂle

: Blsho Kearney named him a
de: in| 1954, arid two years
later, ‘Pope Pius XII made hlm
a domestic prelate :

Ml‘.gr all's .brother is pastor
emeritus| of St Rose, Lima.
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families of nearly 900,000

grbups - whose
iprompted them to es-
hools imparting reli-
and moral - values share
.concern, Without a~ word
ﬁteratlon the observations
lea of the American Or-:
Moshe

t of his artlcle in The
Ledger which recently
red .in our Courier-Jour-

’ . . 3

 money — city-r

or - seven years: After )

1003 C: d d -
T b fowaim andx heérts What

1
r

education is ot a mono-
lithic straitjacket, leaving
the parent no! freedom of
choice s to the type of ed-
| ucation his echild should
have. Such ualn monopoly
. would run against the gram .

" of Amerxca;n democracy.’

" “Tt is'no longer: true that our
natlons public schools are re-
liglously neutral. | Actually|they
abe teaching a néw religion of
‘secular humanism
dften contan}ma‘te children’s
lifevalues* with _cynieal con-
cepts of pemm iveness and
self-indulgence.” ' ‘

: Is there any -hope for a'bet-

ter day for us, in New York
State who aré concerned with
educatlon without discrimina-
tion? I believe there is. True,
\Yr Legislature is being faced

: w;th many demands for public
relief, welfare,
; dzfug-control highways. But no
. sqlgle request f State assis-
tance is as vital ito the future

life of our commimities ag the
leed for strengthenlng our en-

vire edueationgl ayaiem — Lol

) p‘ubhc and private, schools.

| Unless our youth is well-
educated — given the best
teachers, the finest curriculum,
the inost adequate| school equip-
ment, the richest; possible op-
portunities to learn facts and
values — our whple state will
suffer. - .

\

Increasmg funds for- educa-
tion should be the| primary con-
cern of our legislature before
the current sessmh ends in an-

‘w Board 1to Pwsh

'BISHOP McCAFFERTY

A surv -présented to the
B1s op and the Priests’ Council

Fall lndlca}ed that. there
councils in
the le(]!imW rother’ parishes
e
v{ 1é':lose to half. of the par-
1sh 1groups :g pohcy-makmg,
more- than h are advxsory to
the[,pastorL ’

The Albany . dmcese is the
only diocele in the ‘state which
hasia func onmg ‘pastoral coun--
¢l <

Y Th ' Stéttions;
(f?onﬁn ed ,fnfm Page 1A) .
) the ‘women.
| Condolenten]-—to feel

. | pain with aiother.

IX. |Jesus -falls a’
tiurd time:,

" Cons ten—-('onsistenﬁy
X, . Jesus is stnpped
f is garments

Totaliter—totally.
- Jesus is naﬂed 0

: the eros.
Ac ter—?) tgerly.

XTI. Jesus 1es on

the ‘eross.
ramanteﬂ—tfery|~
D421 R Jesus

lovingly .

.. | Jesus is ald in
the Tom
xpecﬁnter—hopefully

B
These words |are

to minds .

east is- to .
dough—ngen a little time and
theﬂ 11 maké thelln, e

ams Neeess:

and they

and 88 have no .

. citizen’s

other month or so. {We must

speak lout to tell our awmakers
and the Governor this truth.

1 azﬁ strongly conc
the fmanclal needs of] our pub-
lic sch,ool system as well as our
private, religious school system.

As a ditizen T want eyery child

to have the best possible oppor--

tunity |for the fullest educatlon
his pa rents desire. |

As a Bishop and a |Bastor of
souls I am concerned fhat some
97,000 | Catholic . boys land girls
. who attend our publ p schools
within|the counties of jour dio-
cese should not be ha ghcapped
in their school year because the
Legisldture or any s¢hool dis-
tricts failed to finance the pub-
lic school system adequately.

-

But I am even morg| respon-
sible for the educati al wel-
fare of pupils in the arochial
-elementary schools the 10
high schools -of our ‘Cathohc
shool |system, - Their cfuture is

S in great danger toda Thes
42,000 dpupﬂs and theu- parent

f!l(!(! frightening ‘finaneial

érisis dnd this is wher‘e the po-
ht:q action comes in “which I

invite you to share

i

Lackmf pubhc assxst]ance will
mean the death of many of our
,parochgal schools.

. The facts are very éimple-—
the private or nonpublic school
system | will - be - priced out of
. existence unless state aid helps
such schools meet the financial
crisis they are facing today.

~ Costs fqr every part of {the non-
public school maintenance have
escalated so fast that {the par-
ents and other parishioners
who suppont them cannot con.
tinue to keep these schools
open. |

Our people have been reluct-
- antly,_fdorced- 16 close four ele-
mentary schools and three high
" schools |in this diocese in the
past two years for want of
money. | Many more parish
schools | will sadly. close and
send ‘their pupils to the public
schools {within the anqxt four
or five years unless aid is given
to- the | pareni:s of nonpublic
school students as ‘quickly as
possiblel Our figures show that
three -out of four Catholic
schools in Monroe County nfay
have toiclose in the npxt five
years unless public aid is
found. | .

The ayerage citizen’s concem

. over this situation should be

aroused for many reasons: First
— the freedom ‘of parents to
choose ‘the education| which
they beheVe ‘1S most Ssuitable
for then- children will! be to-
tally lost if the private jand re-
ligious §
This 1
the s
one’s
away fr

2dom of choice ito seek
cxal values desired for
ldren will bel taken
om many who now en-
joy it if ithe private angd’ religi-
ous school has to have so high.
4 tuitios 'lﬂlaf dnly thé affluent
can afford it.

The Lstence of a |private
and a: ?nurch school system in

the history of lAmerlcan educa-
tion has| been no eriemy) of the
public ool mnor -a threat to
the public school system. Such
a diversi y of schobls is ipart of
. democracy, because it

choice
special
educational values theyl could
not find|lin the public ‘fchools

it offered healthy
competi jon to.the public school

nt

publicly endorsed thlS diversity -

in educa i.

ond teason for every
: gcon ern over the
threatened closing of the large
parochial| schdol system for
want of|imoney: to ope rate is
this: If |ithere is .flood of
800,000. onpubhc school pupils
poured into the publie | school

- ii-the next few| years,
cira -cost . of 'absorbing
- the an edu cdating them will
be. “an’ ddditmnal one Ibillion
dollars each .year for_ the tax-
payers of| the state.

Add o) that }:he ce'rtam cost

of 2 or:3/pillion. dollars of pub-
" lic tax ‘m riey to buildor rent -

classroomsifor these pupils and
Wednesday, March 31, 1971

b',

ed with

thool has to shut down. -

-Several

*- prpblem A

you will see how the ‘taxpayer
will be crushed if the state of-
fers no aid to the parents to
keep these 800,000 in the pa-
rachial schools

But supposing the parochial
schools do not all close at once,
but only gradually" The New
York State education depart
ment estimates that the aver-
age community spends about
$1,100 to $1,400 to educate
each pupil in the public school
system. Now if you multiply
thls figure by the several hun.
dred thousand parochial: 'school
children who may have to va-
cate their schools each year
from now omn, you will appreci-
ate what the state will save if it
helps parents beginning this
year to- keep the parochial
schools operating.

The Parent-Aid Bill to which
we hope the State Legislature
will give a favorable vote this
spring is a plan to help par-
ents meet a parnt of the cost of
sending thely children to a non.
public-school. It is named after
W0 men whe introdussd it in
Albany - the late beloved
Senator Edward-Speno and As-

semblyman Lerner.

The Bill has been carefully.

drawn to pay parvents a portion
of the cost of the secular part

_of their child's education. It
* deliberately excludes use of any

state money for that portion of
the education which is religi-
ous.

It computes the grant to the
parents according to the income
of the family. Families with
small net income could receive
up to $150 for each child in
the parochial glementary grades
and up to $250 for each child
in a private high school. As the
family income rises the aid
from the state would be less.

It is important to reempha-
glze that the Parent-Aid Bill
‘which we are anxious to see
passed pays only part” of the
tuition cost in the nanpublic
school. It does not pay for that

portion of the tuition which is
for religious studies, and it

- pays a set proportion of tho m~

mainder of the tuition.

The Bill in effect says to
parents: “If you want this kind
of nonpublic education for your
child you must pay 65 percent
of the, tuition for the secular
subjects. The state will pay 35

. percent of that part of the. tui-

tion to help you keep .your
.child in these schools if- you
want" this freedom

This Parent Aid Bill meets
the test for constitutionality set
.down by -the U.S. Supreme
Court in a series of decisions
which declared, in principle,
that public money may fman-

Albany — In an xmpresswe
display of support for parent
aid legislation, more than a

- third of the state senators and

nearly-'a’ third of the assembiy-

- men have gdne on’ record in

the 'statewide Catholic news-
xl;?nper poll onlthe Speno-Lemer

Statemde, 121 senators of the

first 27 1o rpply and 48 of the
64 assembl)gnen who have an-

swered ! have registered whole-
hearted support for parent aid.
rs have indicated
approvql f |the -conceépt of as-
sisting pup*.ls im * non-public

-schools,| but have not endorsed

the Speno-Le%mer bill.

(Eight of

e area legislators
polled by f

¢ Courier-Journal
ey would vote for
Two said they were

have said
-the bj
. OpPosed to it Others either did

not answer 3r offered no_ fn‘m

cotnitri ent

]
C“TPs 4 | T€ arkable display of
suppo sg}}dL J. Alan Davitt,
executi 5
State. Cgtho c: School Superin.
tenden “(i'{nsmenng all the‘

e, L«:gxslature is

g

I
b
.

Lo

o
t
.',_ L

cretary for the

hich can .be achieved

nqnpu hc agencles.

Tm  bill dxreétly ‘aids parents
who' ?an no longer bear the
cost of the education they have
cho for their children. It
protecls thelr freedom to raise
their children in the nonpublic
school} but it doés not pay the
whole| cost- of that education,
merely the secular side of the
curricilum expenses. :

My request to you tonight is
one. If you share my
for the continuance of

gxous school system you

can ielp keep the: nonpublic
schoo
write to your area legislator to

. urge that the Speno-Lerner Bill

be moved from committee dis.
cussion into public debate’ in
the Sgnate and the Assembly,

Ask your legislator to vote|fa.
vorabfy for this Bn

If V?u do not know where to

wnte,‘ that you ask
your pastor to give you the

names) of our stale Qéna{ors
an.d Assemblymen.

i

I shogest that all of you
S oth ’r _your legxslators with
il tg let them know that ‘we
oncerned people and ﬁxat
it they represent us this is the
representation we expect | of

them. . !

| Above all I b%:g ryou fmnight
not tot succumb {to the témpta-
tion to apathy, Don't ask your-
gelf, “what diffe nce will my
let,‘ter make Let me téll you
that qur StateTCatholic com
tteei’assured e Bishops, o
mw ork State just a w
ago that mail already recei{red
by our legislat IS from con-
e,:ped parents has made a no-
ticeable impact |and so. have

thé massive appearances of i)ur
students on the Catitol step

I haye i)een pleased this past

week tp encourage the apostglic
zeal of many of our Cathdlic
high sthool students who have
voluntéered to plead the caiise
of C.athohc education from the
pulpits| of our churches, leexr

usiasm and essage have
my full endorsement and pas-
tors have been| B0 notified.
Their igenerosity qonfmns y
faith in youth, But, youngor
old —{ let us all act nowto
save ofr schools|— never for
gefting] the validily of the cHall
lenge: { “Better to light dni

conce

small candle than to curse th
darkne?s " ’

having,| it's pask vely amaang
' y legislators
come oyt for a hill iever. before

“It p ves- with t a shadow
of a d bt tha exe :l§ stron
su, port; for the concept of

ent aid in houses. }Ii:.

clearly {indicates 1at_the bill
shduld .come out ! committe
and bel voted .on ‘the floor,”
Davitt said. K
i
ents received
included

Favor ble co
by varigus newspa
these:

“I support and {will continue;
.to support the Parent-Aid Bill,”
said emblyman Thomas W.
Brpwn i ’ ‘

“I have committed my ull
5}333“ tos fghe pamnt algl le ,1%

] id e ja
ank Carroll, | bz?causeyf‘rihe.

ratio gap between minimal siib-

‘sidizingiat the prese .
maxim " gky-high

im mand;
expenditures for the future| is

"too great for me ot to act| to

1his' proposed legisla-

!

i -

|
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. support secular objec- -

quzlifxed religious or -

alive. We ask you to:

ut of committée,” he

rm
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