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By FR. WAI.TER ABBOTT that case ] pi incest^liich Paul 
If you. will read chapters S - . i ^ ^ l e s in 5:1,13. However, 
id 6 in Paul's First Tetter- tnf1*11105* commentators take, 6:12-20 

. ;as the handling of sometHing 
[much Tjroacfer than th.e case of 
incest, I JMnK tfiey gre rjgSt 

, in saying that Paul takes on)a 
group advocating freedom in 
Sexual activity to the extent of 

' managing; it the same "way one 
manages the matter of eatingtl 

el 

and 6 in Paul's First Letter to? 

the, Christians in Corinth, you 
•witt see how ^aul bandies -three-
ttpral problems which were ob­
viously what we would call 
"hot" , topics of ' conversation 
among the people; a ca?e of in­
cest, the matter of Christians 
suing other Christians In court, 
and the arguments of a group 
favoring more liberal' views on 
sexual activity than Paul would 
permit ! 

The case of incest would have 
beeta a remarkable thing even 
In l'oose-l|vlng *. Cbririth, and 
certainly was considered abomi­
nable by Greeks and Romans, j 

What seems to /have JIM* 
penqd was that a Jew who had 
become a Christian w e n t 
through a marriage' ceremony 
with his widowed stepmother. 
Paul was furious because the 
Corinthian Christians seem to 
have let the man get! away with 
'it Since he says nothing against 
the woman, we conclude that 
she was not a Christian.* 

The majority 'of Jewish 
scholars at that time seem to 
have held that one* who accept­
ed Judaism jaixd circumcision 
could marry m father's widow 
since circumcision -made' him 
a new creature. Apparently this-
man argued that he could do. 
the same'©ri-» the grounds that 
baptism, making him a new* 
creature, was certainly as effi­
cacious as circumcision. 

In his letter to the Gala-
tians,. written four or .five years 
before this one 'to ithe Corin­
thians, Paul had taught That 
through faith and baptism the 
Christian was freed from the 
bondage of sin and from what 
he even "went so far as to call 
the bondage of the Mosaic Law. 
Now, in Corinth, some were 
pushing it to permit sexual ac-
tiyiey beyond that of the legiti­
mate marriage union.. You can 
regard 8:12-20 as a follow-up on 

Paul tells 
that there 

the .Corinthians 
are some limits to 
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By.FATHER RICHARD P. McBRIEN 
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H o w a r e t h e 

B.J. Thomas: No Love alt All 
By THE MISSION SINGERS 
' B. J. Thomas has come up with 

a real powerhouse of a song, 
one that gets you tapping your 
feet and humming the tune 
,e'ven after the record's over. An­
other good thing is that the 
lyrics offer challenging ques-
'tibns. I I 

Is it rei l ly true that "even a 
bad love is better than.no love, 
and any kind of love is better 
than no love-at all?" Should we 
agree with this^song? Or is it 
wrong to be satisfied with so 

' little, with such a small part of 
, what's really possible? 

Two friends of ours listened 
to this record repently and their 
reactions to it were completely 
different One said, "That's ter-
ible. No one should come out 
vith a message like that. You 

jj^n't squeeze love into a meas-
j ig jcup. A song like this en̂  

p6urages mediocrity.'* 
1 Our second friend felt like 

;his: "I don't think the purpose 
of the song, is to chant the 
praises of 'a little bit of love.' 

'. It's not trying to say that this 
is the ideal, but it js saying that 

I no love at all;is the-most dis-
! astrous thing that can happen 
; to anyone. Anything is Better 

than no love at all* 

We agree with our second 
friend. N o love at all i s dea^b. 

We know a 12-year-oldl gi^l, 
named Pamela, who has ,aj very 
poor family life, It's1, always 
Ibeeri that way for- her, but she 

' !is just getting i old enough, rto 
realize that tier (family is giyijng 
Tier no tdve at all, - 'i j 
I * J t . 1 

ly: 
looki? 

•Whenever I 
so happy. 

see iPam she 
She pimply 

and 

We introducla her tolairomi 
an who couldi»e>her 'big sisj 
ter," a friend she could] talkie 
and trust Th&twdiofc them got 
along like long-IoK rplajtives; 
and nowthere'sfagpod possibil­
ity'that the -yroxnari might *>~ 

. ̂ able,to adopt £ p . 
* The* woman safd to us 

I 

Courter-Uourna! 

rbe 

xecent-

m MMMi m m m 

bubbles with enthusiast 
joy. I remember the first {time I 

j n e t her, though. Her eyes were 
i'so suspicious; she looked s» l o s t 

i "I only feel bad that I can't 
spend as much time witii her 
as I'd like- to . Once aj week 
really isn't enough. Irtagine 
how much love she would jf eel if 
only I had:more time with! her." 

What she says is true, ahdjit's 
toward that goal, that! she's 
working. But still, it's important 
to realize'that even now Pam . 
is a changed person. The.iittl^. 
bit d£ love she's] Jetting 'ttovp 
lias given |her 4 Big lift. It's a 
start -at least -. •' 

Np;.t«6ve At AH Is a song that 
pinpoints, the value of compro­
mise. So often, . pjeople with 
strong ideals condemn compro-
mike as a.cop|out. And. true 
enough, compromise *is often 

NO LOVE A T ALL 

_ Read in the paper nearly, every day.l people breaking up 
^And just, walking away from love, and that's wrong, that's sowro^ig. 
A happy little home cbmes up for sajle t ecausje two people 
Have triedi and failed to get along, and |you Know that's wrong. 
A man hurts a woman and a woman phurts a man when neither 
One of them wanna love and understand; I take it with a grain of 

salt . l 

0 now I believe that | 
A little bit of love is better than noilove. 

. Even a bad, l6ve is betterj than ho love. 
And even a -sad love is better than no love 
A little bit Of love is better than no love. 
Even a bad love is better than-no love. 
And any kind of love is better than no lovis 
No love at all is a poor man standing on the 
With his hat in his hand and ho place to go 
No love at'all is the child in tjhe street dodg. 
And. begging to eat on a tenement row, and1 

hoe. • -I 
No iove at all is a troubled gifl standing on 
At 1}he end of the worlfl, and it?s a pretty snort fall. 

(Copyright 1971 b;r Ron Bndge /Pres | Music) 

attall. 

at all. 
corner 
tip's feel 

Lnjg traffI 
low. 

iat's a ijpugh row to 

thebridg 

jiist that: the sellir^g of a prin­
ciple. 

But other times, I compromise 
is tiie only way tb. sustain a 
principle. The woman we talked, 
about is noj; satisfied with the, 
i limited; attention she can give 
her "little sister,':' Pam. • 

She knows thai it is a com/] 
promise of her final goal, adop-s 
tioE.-But she j also realizes that 
her pjrjesent relationship with; 
Pam isi better than.nothing ai 
all, and also that ilf is an essen 
tial first stea toward her ulti-
jnafe goaL Sol for Ithe moment 
she accepts the compromise. 
.".'V ...v-tr*"""?]"'-. •" • • T ' W * ~"? 
• ]$o'jl9W„,M All-]. 
sortsi:ti |ilej(ds wijth feeopie r 

peinore pragmatic !and idbwiiv 
B^eartH aboqt helping *aat'pwr[' 
Id man, •xhat-tehild iih t h e streM 
h a t teoubied young girL. Vo-
top at Just j i. little/ bit of Jo^ 
ould be temblei nev6i? 

at all would he worse. 

: • 

;/ 
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sexual Chfisjian freedom a .,-.,-. 
matters. JHe |writes that he has 
excommunicated the man who. -
is living! with hiŝ  stepmother,; 
and h e J orders the Christian 
community to promulgate the-
excommunication. It is j the first 
case pf excommunication in the 
New'Testament. ' ' ' - " . 

•1 ' 
Excommunication isi an , ac­

tion taken to protect'the com­
munity agaijist the erlosion, of 
— intolerable scandal. 

a i i t l ior i tat ive a r e '.the ' d o c u m e n t s ' o f t h e 

gecond Vatican Council? I understand that they are not 
intended to be infallible. Does this'mean that the average 
Catholic can take them or leave them, depending upon; 
his personal whims? : i | - ji -

|V. It is tnie that the Se«jpmil Vatican Counjal never 
invoked the gift of infallibility ljin promulgating its various 
constitutions, decrees; and declarations. It is not true 
that the documents lack all ecclesiastical .authority. I 

'. If this were the lease, Catholics would only have 'to 
take seriously infallible statements of the Church. And 
smlh statements are decidedly [few in number. 

| At their most-authoritative level, jthe documents of 
Vatican II are in the category of "batholic doctrine."" They 
represent the teaching of the Cjtflirch's magjsterium i n ' 
,sttch ways that a Catholic must have good and solid 
reasons for disagreeing ,^ith sucli teaching. 
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