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A r c h b i s h o p jCasaroli* right, a n d S o v i e t official. "(RNS) 
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Catholics in USSR. 
Topic of Moscow talk 

Moscow —(RMS)— Archbish 
op Agostino Casaroli, secretary 
of the Vatican^ Council for 
the' Public 

ouncil 
Affairs of l l l i e O-UUIiC A U d U S OX LUC 

Church, said herje.he hoped he 
had opened a (dialogue with So­
viet , officials, on- the position 
of Roman Cathojlics in the So­
viet Union. 

The archbishop 
tents and 
"foreign minister 
newsmen after 

,day Mass in the 
Louis, Moscow'sl 
Catholic church 
pally by foreign 
their families.. 

. Formally,, h^re 
clear 
on behalf of thej 
can City, the 

rev, the U.S.S.RJ 

for 
the 

- to all in-
piufpo^es the Pope's 

-77, spoke to 
celebrating Sun-

Church: of St. 
only Soman 
used prihci-

diplomats and 

to sign a nu-
non-prdliferation treaty 

' State of Vati-
4 r c ' h b i s h o p 

lunched wjttijSemyon P.- Kozyj phere. 
s deputy F O P 

eign Minister, held.talks with 
government' officials in charge) 
of religious affairs, and partict 
pated in an ecumenical service) 
with leaders of the Russian or­
thodox; Church. 4 

The top papal ,aide described 
his meeting with officials in 
charge; of. religious affairs as "a 

Legislation to Be Asked 

Accurate figures are hard, if 
not; impossible, at the present 
time, ta come toy, tout various 
news sources say there are 
about 3*£ million Catholics in 
the I U.S.JSit., with a large per­
centage in the former Baltic re­
publics of Latvia, "Estonia, and 
Lithuania, seized by the U.S.-
S.R.I during World War] n . 

Oi¥ Abortion 
• \ • • 

New [York —(RNS) Legis­
lation to regulate abortion re 
ferraL agencies will be recom-i 
mended by. the attorney gener-j 
al's off|ce, according to Stephen 
Mindelljjj an assistant attorney! 
general? conducting an investi-| 
gation |nto the practice. 

Att. Sen. Louis J. Lefkowitz 
announced the investigation 
through! his Bureau of Consum­
er Frauds and Protection when 

• complaints were received about 
the, operations of. sonte agen­
cies wl|ich will arrange : abor­
tions under New York's liberal) 
law. I 

I . 
. Mindell said that the inves-1 
tigation| was concerned about 
the feeslcharged 'by the referral 
agencies* whether) or not the 
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Remember 
lib fay / 

for the CourieriJoufnal "ac­
cording to thei plan Set up by 
ypur p|stor. • , • . 
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Referral Units 
agencies; were practicing medi­
cine; by' giving medical advice, 
possible exaggerations in ad­
vertising claims, and whether 
or not out of state women were 
being "victimized" by the ser­
vices. 

Representatives of three abor­
tion referral agencies testified 
before a public hearing conduct­
ed by the attorney general's 
office. Some agreed that cer­
tain .regulations were needed. 

Daniel S. Weiss, president of 
MEDREF,- an eight-week old 
referral service,' said that he 

.felt the individual responsible 
for -running such a service 
should be either a medical pro­
fessional or a hospital adminis­
trator. He also suggested that 
each,service have a medical ad­
visory' board, report regularly 
to # the city Department of 
Health, be subject ' to a self-

' regulating board,., and set a 
maximum fee of $60. 

t ' * 

He added that employes of 
referral services should be re­
quired, to witness- an abortion 
and discuss any questions they 
may have with a qualified gyne­
cologist, and that all services 
retain professionally' - trained 
ctHirtselbrs, and p r o v i d e .birth 
control information. 

S o m e restr ic t ions shou ld also 

be placed on marketing meth­
ods used by abortion referral 
agencies; Weiss added. 

denominations 
is com-

dhristiain 

relatively positive d e v e l o p ! , " 
menti* 

"We have the feeling," he 
told newsmen) "that-there was 
a spark, and that they have ac­
cepted the idea of a, dialogue." 

He; Said that Soviet authori­
ties and the Catholic Church 
had) hel^ "mutual prejudices'! 
f o r more Hhah 50 .years, but he 

• said he felt that "a thaw" was 
beginning. 

The archbishop said he had 
discussed the .position of Catfr* 
plies in the U.S.S.R., and 
stressed his hope that the 'di­
alogue between the Vatican and 
the Soviet Union would con* 
t i n u c The talks with govern­
ment officials, he said, were 
conducted "in a very • correct! • 
andj generally cordial atmosr . 

GEM, born in early 
organized by deno 
rather than' churches, 
fn l t ted t o a "conkaon ,__ 
mission beyond parish minis­
tries and responsibilities." Pol­
icies will be set by 'a governing 
board of directorls and its proj­
ects will be carried out by ad 
hoc, committees. 

T h e board -will b e composed 
of; two representatives from 

. each member denomination; six 
from the - Catholics; five ap­
pointed by. the black Rochester 
Area Ministers! Conference 
(jEAM); four elected from "se­
lectors" (neighbbrhood or re­
gional groupings) defined by 
the board, and nine at-large 
members. 

Members so far are Presby­
terians, Methodists, American 
Baptists, United Chruch of 
Christ, Episcopalians, Reformed 
Church in America and RAM. 

The greater. Rochester area 
Eastern Orthodox Clergy Asso­
ciation has expressed; interest 
in Joining and the Lutheran 
Church in America has indi­
cated it will join soon. 

F o r m a 1 diocesan contacts 
with area ecumenism go back 
to July, 1965 when Bishop 
James E. Kearney, following 

Father Daniel Brent: 

i fie spirit of tliie Vatican Cour 
bil andi the U.S. Bishop's Coiij 
;ttission| on Ecumenical Affail sj 
iiameJia fiva-priest group ,vA 

Joe the Bishop'is official channr i 
if communicaifeions with o ther 
religlojis groups. The then-MSEr) 
John E. McCafferty was »* 
first chairman-

Msgrl Charles V. Boyle, pa|sj 
tor of St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Rochester, p r e s e n t 
: chairman of the ecumenicL. 
Commission, hais been a member 
>f the Area Council of Churches 
lince 1969. J 
I Revealing that plans for tmc 

h e w ecumenical vehic le t o sue 
iced the area Protestant coup 
:il have beeii discussed f n 
;hree years. Msgr. Boyle sa «3 
hat an agency based pn lari[e 
lenominations rather than se > 

\Communion 
Approved m 

T h e Vatican's Congregation' 
for Divine Worship has given! 
permission to' ten countries to; 
atstribute Communion in flies 
hand. The United States is not 
one of the countries which r i -
jeived the permission. 

Political Actinism 
A Christian K/espohsibilit] 
. Political action to win school 
support from thje state is a 
"Christian responsibility toward 
social issues, Jjfather Daniel 
Brent, diocesan Superintendent 
of Schools, told''Sacred Heart 
Cathedral parishioners last Sat­
urday. , ; 

' i 

Father Brent [spoke at all 
Masses at the Cathedral to open 
a diocesan campaign Of infor­
mation and letter-writing in fa­
vor of the Parent-Aid Bill pend­
ing in the State legislature. 

• Nearly all parishes distribut­
ed material from; the diocesan 
Legislative Action Committee— 
*Parent-And and urged immedi­
ate letters to area legislators. 

Political action, Father Brent 
said, which is lim|ted to voting 
once a year is not enough to 
make legislators know the 
Christian mind on issues of 
vital concern. 

"We must take an interest 
in the social issues which con­
front our legislators. If you 
have not expressed yourself on 
the abortion issue you have ne­
glected a great opportunity and 
responsibility. 

i 
"Now is the time to be heard 

on the education -issue. Your 
letter to the legislative leader­

ship and to the Governor willl 
influence decisions which may 
determine for years to come trie 
state's posture toward the non­
public school." * 

Father Brenit stressed t h k 
the survival of the private 

khool system/ was' necessary i f 
the community is to have1 di­
versity in education—if we aie 
to avoid a public education m h 
nopoiy." 

i "We are at a time now in jhi )• 
fory when it's ll>ecpming impos­
sible for the parents^ of Cathpl: c 
school children to provide'ftr 
school costs by themselves. 
Even the entire Catholic cpm-
jnuhity cannot carry the in-' 
creasinf costs. We are at :th!e 
point where we must ask l»e: 
from otr neighbors." 

He discussed the comparatii 
costs of the public and parOclf-
iai schbol declaring that "froi 
an economic poilnt of view go 
sense calls for some assistani 
to nonpublic schools now." 

"It's a question," he said,'"i 
the public assisting parents) ih 
providing part of the $250 or 
$300 required to educate a sti -
dent in a schiool like Sacrel 
Heart, or paying the $l,000-plufe 
tjp educate the same student in 
the public schools." 

arate churches would "provide 
a stronger voice and more r e ­
spected influence for the Chris­
tian message." 

"I am very-pleased with the 
decision ojr the Bishop and the 
Priests' senate to associate the 
diocese with GEM," he said. "It 
\toll enable us to share in a 
united Christian witness in our 
airea. Our membership will sup-
illy a practical demonstration of 
-our Catho l i c w i l l i n g n e s s never 
tp do anything^ separately that 
qe can in g o o d Christian 
c o n s c i e n c e d o i n concert.''* 

The resolution fr> accept 
membership in. GEM was made 
by the Very Rev. Joseph P. 
Breiinan, rector of Sb Bernard's 
Seminary, long associated with 
ecumenical projects in this 
area. 

in Hand i 
10 Nations 

According- to Msgr. Annibale 
Bugnini, secretary of the con-
gregation, permission will be 
given to any country'which asks 
for i t 

The countries named are: 
South Africa, Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, France, Germany, Ja­
pan, Yugoslavia, the Nether­
lands and French Somaliland. 

At a meeting last November, 
the U.S. bishops voted 115 to 
107 in favor of asking for such 
permission. This was a ma­
jority, but not' the two-thirds 
majority required. '> 

The issue is ejepected to rise 
again at the up-coming Spring 
meeting of the U.S. Bishops. 

Students Join Drive 
For Parent-Aid Bill 

Daniel Aureli 'of Cardinal 
Mooney High School and Mary 

ijane [Valby of Mercy" High 
School have been named to co-

' ordinate a student drive to 
{press for passage of the Speno-
Lerner Parent Aid School Bill 
at this session of the state Leg­
islature. 

A s such they have joined the 
l eg i s la t ive Action Committee— 
Parent Aid, a group of diocesan 
l a y m e n w i t h t w o object ives: 

1. To get the bill out of com­
mittee. , 

• 2. To pressure for, its passage 
in the state Legislature. 

. AUMli'siifi Wm Valby" U&i 
a committee made of represen­
tatives of high, scuwls from 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e diocese. , T h e 
others axe; 

Colleen Brown- and Kathy 
Beikirch of St. Agnes; Pwight 

A\ . r • ' * 
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' Larimer of McQuaid JesuitL 
; Linda Pettrorie of Nazareth 
! 4cademy; Rita Leschahder' of 
st. Joseph's; John Herbert'of 
Bishop Kearney; James Koss! 01 
Aquinas Institute; Roseanne Od 
dj[ and Kitty Karol of Genev 
HeSales. ' 

We Are G\ 

Abortion BUI 
Still Pending 
In Maryland 

Annapolis, Bid. —| (RNS) — 
After approving an amendment 
to the current abortion reform 

! bill that would have restricted 
! abortions to the first 12 weeks 

of pregnancy, the House of Del­
egates reversed itself and re-

' jected that amendment. 
While the abortion measure 

is still intact as first proposed, 
its eventual fate is still uncer-

; tain, depending o n which way 
; one or two votes swing. 

The bill has survived nine at­
tempts to weaken its liberal ap­
proach through amendment, 
but debate on the measure has 

: thrown the House into after-
j noon a.nd evening sessions. 

The current Brown-AIlen bill, 
submitted by the House's two 
physician members, w o u l d 
make abortions performed dur­
ing the first 20 weeks of preg­
nancy solely a matter, for the* 
woman and her dojstor to de­
cide. | 

After the 20th week, abor­
tions could be performed, for 
serious and compelling medical 
and psychiatric reasons. Mary­
land lavf now j j e m l t s abortion 
u p to the 26th week; but only 
if the mental or physical health 
of the woman Is threatened. 

id's Chosen 
(Continued firom Page 1) i us members. 

to reflect on the sacrifice Chri 
i made for us—t!he sacrifice o; 
His life that we might live, th< 
sacrifice that He offered tha 
*£• can be sure our sins ^r 
fOrEiVfln. flifl DliVine Mercy 
always present to us. We m 
repent, therefore, of our pa 
faults. If we tupi to God wi 
a;Sincere heart. He is ready, 
accept us back into the divine! 
family of whjchi baptism ma|dej 

W e are God's chosen chil­
dren. Hej has given lus Heaven 
as our home. He has shown us 
the path-ilo follow, a path; that 
goes beyond, the moop twe: any of 
i t t e p l a n e t s . W h e n . Tyie. think oi 

fthe minute preparations that 
a t e made1 foU.eacli '"Apollo'.' ifip 
to the moon,: could w e be so 
foolish as to, le t some earthly 
pleasure; or possession deprive 

m of; our everhMthig' reward? 

Qr 
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