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By FR. WILLIAM O'MALLE 

Director of Dramatics 
; McQuaid' Jesuit High' 
It all begjan with picking1 th\\ 

jplay. But j;hf| time it was easy, 
ajMancha" had ruff 
on Broadway, and 

"Man of 
five years! 
in August Ithe amapeur rights 
became avauable. It would 
cost: the royalties JweSre Iiigh, 
the stage was simple to look ai: 

but complicated to bui-ldj, and, 
well, we h£dj gone over $300 in 
the hole oh jour Pall play. It 
was also going to-be difficult: 
•the music jpljaces gireat demand 
on both singers anil orchestra— \ 
and we didhft eveii have an 
orchestra, yet,. | 

' ii ' 
But "La'M^nchaf' was the 

right show, because, it says 
somethingi,abput what human 
beings axejj and, can be. 'With 
today's hetiicj pace, people go 
to the theaterto relax and 
laugh and jriot to be forded to 
think. That's'why our hsavy 
plays like **fr:B.'' .and "Crucible' 
draw smaller audiences. 

So "Man W La Maricha" was 
right; it's prplay to'makb an 
audience ijejlax and laugh. But 
it also makes us join the people 
onstage, iqtp whose lives Don r 

Quixote came smashing, lit 
makes us wonder, with them, ii; 
this impractical old man who 
has never [grown up perhaps 
sees a more beautiful and uxor* I 
real world! than we, it makes h 

us wonder! land this is the 
p u r p o s e of axit. 

The next step -H the m,ost 
difficult and the most imjortani 
— is picknik the f people. 
Whatever choice jy6u make, yor 
are going to have to live with- ; 

for two, months, Jt takes a kinc 
of instinct' to see in the shaky 
voice and s^umbly gestures of 

i! 

i m 

that can 
confidence 

weeks 

and, 
into a 

and 
r)"The' 

a tryput the poten-tial 
be honed and given 
anfl polish Mieigijt 
' A horde Jpf Hoys descends 
on the McQuaid cafeteria 
o n e b y one]! they come 
spiall room | to bellow ii. 
down the scale |and sin 
impossible pre* mi'* •— *ach one, 
with hardly an exception1, 
claiming he has a ?old today 
and that's why his voice lis nc|>t 
up to pari j 

/Then, troops of girls-irom 
Mercy, St. Agnes, Brighton, 
Penfield line up; with me same 
u b i q u i t o u s coldhancl c a s e s of 
nerves sb intense that ;hey 
sound as! if' they're singjing 
frpm inside ja_ Waring t lender. 

Sister JMarjgarpt Mary and 
must have heard- "The 
Impossible Dream" about 22C 
.times, arid from that m m b e r 
. we could pick only 30. '.'.t meant. 
* cutting people with good voicus, 
.people who had been in 
"Oliver" and "Take Me AlOngT 
and "Itoar^jLthe, Greasepaint' 
But we had'̂ iQ choose t^ie best 
we could find. Everyone we 
chose;had,to be able nqt only 
to sing but to act, too. 

Moreover; each role |leman|ds 
a specific physical and 
psychological type. • Don 
Quixote must bei wise; Aldonzp 
has to be gorgeous, tough, 
v o l u p t u o u s , ! i n n o c e n t ; S a n c h o 

is1 a down, (bumbly and soft-
hearted; the Innkeeper. :nust 
big and commanding but g e t 
enough to llhoiv (that "jnadmen 
are.the-children! of God." 'rt'"~ 
found them; all. jAnd wt 

cafeteria becomes a skiall edve 
Golden1 

is Ireally 
alsun 

Ii 

heie ihere i s 

For two months, the 

P h o t o s by-MaQuaid . C a m e r a Club 

McQuaid 

We 
begalii 

be 
e 

of ;make-believe.| The 
Helmet of Mambriho 
an old tin shade fijom 
lamp. Quixote's isw^rd isja 
piece of lath and his lance a 
warped length of scantling. 
And the set lie strides aipjun-1 

is neitne'r a prison ho^ an'inn 
but masking tape anty. vinyl 
tile. But that's wha't fMan of 
La Mancha" is all abok 
"seeing .treasure w] 
only trash!'. 

Gradually,: a plajy begins to 
emerge. People come bnstiige at 
the right time; six shy boys j 
begin at last to snarl J with; .4 
convincing savagery! as truly 
brutalize! AldOnza; tU'hjxfves 
of the horse and,mule* b^gin to 
dance their flamenco {together •, 
and with Jhe tempofoff tlie, 
music." Arid one dayjj j^hpn 
you're rehearsing tnej finale, 
Aldonza begins "The Impossible 
Dream" and one by] 4ne| the , 
entire cast joins in, and prickles 
run up and down yoijr spine, 
and you Iknow it's thejre krid 
it's good. ' • i l l ' i 

' • ' • ' • ! ] • 
I nevejr stay backstage during 

a performance. On Thursday, 
March 18, at 8, I wilijgofto the 
back of the Mercy auditorium, 
pace awhile, fret awhile,! and 
finally sit down. At thai 
moment,! "Man: of La IMancha" 
will cease to be mine, if will 
b e l o n g t o -them,* %be 
.they will share the beautiful 
t h i n g w e h a v e m a d e -|— the 
play and the love1— i«fith|all of 
US. i ' . 

Is it air worth it?, 
around this page, aifi 
see that it is. 
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