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péren g’ weddmg ceremony, but
LEpresume it took place in St.
Gabriel's Catholic rectory in
Ifamm ndsport. My father, you

sée, was an Episcopalian dnd
mpther a |devout Roman

%Vthol c. I do recall, however,
at the| age of 12, some years
after dad died | of cancer,“ my
m’othe s second marriage . ser-
vice e\vows were exchanged
in that same rectory because
my .ney father was also.a faith-
ftgl member ,off the Episcopal
Churc

Whe n my brother took unto
li a lovely bnde the rules
anged - shghtly The
¢ne ish“ ifted ffom the parish

hquse ‘in that little village at
> end of Lake Keuka to the

cHurch iteelf. We stood inside
the building, but outside the
sa:nctuary My sister-inlaw was
tWen a Protestant (she has since
" bécome a Roman Catholic) and
th@ Church thus manifested its

'ed Marrnagejs

speexail situations permission to

mamﬂ pefore a
stead , of the p

chu ‘other th the Roman
Catholic one. -
These lunlfatl ns, ﬂesplte

their radical liberalization in
such a short period of time,
prgbably seem Tilarsh, even
cruel to some. :

erhaps one individual who
glances at these words remem-
‘bers- only too well the end of a
béautiful romance, the finish of
a courtshxp — all becaus e
wouldn’t be imanried by
priest or she insisted on having

a wedding in the Protestant.

‘ church of her childhood.

The Church bedrs a dehcate,
thanlkldss burden | here, Awass

that mixed marriages mean. di-

vision on somethi aﬂg vital, pos~
sible danger to individual’s
faith, and complications with
regard to the children, she can-

to them.

-not lend enthHSl]Sth approval

-ridges through this exclusion of ,

dxgeouragement of mixed mar:

‘.. participants from the area near

.. God's altar.

[ discovered, at thébeglnmng
oft my pastoral ministry after

ordination in .1956,, a further

easing of these restrictions with
‘regard to the [liturgical celet
bration of mixed ;marriages.
N@w bride and groom were per-
mitted to -come within the sanc-
tugry and, a fefw

years later,
even to exchang nuptial prom:
isés in the cont of a Mass

ecent decrees gd even fur:
thér. They allow — and ecu:

ménists ‘encourage — ministers.

from .other Communions  to
shgre in thé Catholic ceremony
the latest decrees make it

ea ier for couplés to obtam in'-

a b , ‘ o g
Your Perfoct may,
- Will be co plete
, . when you ¢ unt on
| , . scrahto S
o o : | for your Wl dding
! T
. * You can afford to have special =~ -1 p dp or! Tr 0 sgédu
%- . . ) I
U | occasions catered.  Yes, ' . For over 100 years vmles have
. R ‘ .' . . o" < X
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* purely human

- wonder about tre wisdom of
- -two persons marrying who do

- the matter,

But other Christian churches
don’t either and, |likewise Jews
today usually take a dim view
of matrimony with non-Jews.
Even marital experts, from
‘OnSlﬁel'ﬁthS

not' share similar religious be-
liefs. The Catholic Church, it
seems, doesn’t sqand alone on

Af the same time for many,
many reasons in
rapidly communicating world,
an ever-increasing number of
men and women decide to

spend the rest of|their lives to-

. gether despite the differences

“and difficulties
F
 The Church rrcognizes this -

i
f
!

hich do exist.

‘minister in+

‘st and in a’

pur pluralistie, -

g
’
. ' —

Can Work
obvious fact and urges bishops ./’ ridé, groom, priest, minjster,

* families.
unity of their conjugal and) .

and parish priests “to aid the

married ‘touple to foster thd

family lifa" add to “establish

ness and e ightened confide
. with rs of other religi-
ous commumtles.

Tﬁe wedding liturg
much to cement thaf, uni

can do
n, dis-

The R les

At ‘the beginning of 1971,
neéw regulations went into ef-

Tecw regardmg mlxed marriages

.The regula ons were issued .

by Pope Paul

ference of Catholic Bishops at

their November 1970 meeting.

and were imp--

lemented by the Matiopal Con-

. all in his or her

-The new leglslatlon states .

that” Catholics may, for

serious reasons, be dispensed -
from the obligation of marry-

i{xg before a Catholic priest.

The promise that was re-.

quired for

spouse.

The reasons cited by the Na.
tional Conference of Catholic
Bishops which could dispense
. a couple from marrying before
a priest include the following:
o achieve family harmony, to
avoid family alienation, to. ob-
tain. parental agreement to a

* marriage, to recognize the sig-

nificant claims of relationship
or special friendship with a
non-Catholic minister, and to
permit the marriage in a church
that has particular importance
to the ‘non-Catholic.

the non-Catholic -
parther; to baptize and raise the -
children as Catholics, has also .
been reworded and is now re- |

quired only of the Catholic .

:solefears and start tiy
riage off mapplly in X,

 held, and cg:ordmg to what m;»
solv-
In’ gfidition the reyised’

ual are aliost always %

plan.
ing_of the ceremony — By

]
Twenty-&igm biblical readxngs

. / ' plus many scnpturally-onevnted
relationships of sincere opep . prayers and blessings provide
- ready fexts which should be
. most acceptabfe to all lcon-
; cerned. Finally, participaﬂ

,'clergymen from ‘other dTom-

n of

weddmg and involvement of the

congregation in the ceremony -

itself cannot but . foster go
will at a time when this is mﬂ
needed. ‘

A couple begins married lif
when thgy leave the altar. Ful-

* ture-happiness depends upon a

willingness {o love, understqn
accept, and adjust

This perhaps is more trug | m

* a mixed marriage than :ln WEZ

which finds. husband an
united. in thely veliplous - ha
liefs and-attidudes. A beauﬁfu
and - satisfying nuptial ceIeb ﬁ

tion doesn't
the days ahead, bl.lt lt can suc

cessfully launch bride ah
groom, along the right - coursq

on Mixed »Marrnagq

Af the same time the hithops
stressed the list of reasons
serve only as guxdelmesfand
are not mtiended to be exhaus-
tive. v

he Cathh in ‘a mixed mar-

riage, acco o the ne

ulanons, must promlse tD do
power to share

the Catholic faith with hxsi chils
dren. He must have the
and_ reared Catholics.”

Prevxouslly the non-Catholie,
also had to make the same
promise. Now he is informed of
the promise, responsibility and
obligation of the Catholic.

The Worxdmg af ihe promise
now reads:

“I promise to do all m my

power to share the faith I have
received with all of our chil-

dren by having them baptized
and reared as Catholics:”

The priest's role has also
changed. Previously, a priest,
in submitting a dispensation,

would sign a statement. that
read in part: “I declare that
from my knowledge of the par-
ties, I am niorally certain that
.these promises will be faith-

. fully kept.”

reg- .

. bap-

The priest now signs a state-

ment which reads: “I am mor— :

ally certain that the declaration’
and ‘promise (of the Catholi
party) - have ©been smce}:el

made?

It 15 sull mqu!rt':d that h?t
parties accept marriage as' per;
manent; open to children and
requiring faithfulness,

Ministers and rabbis 1133 1
now offer prayers at a Catholi¢
wedding, when g dispensatjo
has been received; and a-p esl}.

may do the same at'a on-

Catholic cersmony. Dual ¢ re| x{

monies, however, in:which
riest and minister or rabbi co’-

offlciate, or successive cere:
monies in which thé marriagé
vows are performed twice, r

still not permitted

Catholic’ prlests with app
al, may Dperform the Catho lic
Weddmg in & Protestant chuwh

The new regulations are Lloi
retroactive, However, marria
that have already taken. place
outside-the Church may be val;
idated provxded the Catholic

party makes the promise to bapq,

tize and educate his children
in the Catholic faith.
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