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ixed Marriages Can Work 

r 

By FE JOSEPH M.CHAMPLIN 

I ' " 
II don't remfenber my own 

parents' wedding, ceremonyi but 
If presume .it tobk place in St. 
Gabriel's Catholic reptoiy in 
Hammondsport. My father, you 
s l e , was an Episcopalian and 
my; mother a devout Roman 
C|tholic. I do recall, however, 
a£: the! age of 12, some years 
after dad' diedj of cancer,* my 
n|pthe)fs seconq marriage ser
vice. TjheNVOWS were exchanged 
ill that same rectory because 
niy.new father was also-a faith-
fifl member of the Episcopal 
CnurcH. 

IWhen my brother took unto 
. h inseU a lovely bride, the rules 
h i d changed — slightly. The 
sc |ne jsfflfted from, the parish 
house [in that little village at 
tllfe end of Lake Keuka to the 

clfureh itself. We stood inside 
the. building, biut outside the 
sanctuary.- My sister-in-law was 
then a Protestan^ (she has since 
become a Roman Catholic) and 
th^. Church' thus manifested its 
discouragement |of mixed mars-
riages through this exclusion of , 
pajrfieipants from .the area near 
Grid's altar. I 

X discovered, at the" beginning 
off'my pastoral I ministry after 
origination in lj956,; a further 
eajing of these restrictions with 
regard to the [liturgical celei 
brajion of- mixed i marriages; 
N|w bride and gjroora Were per
mitted to -come yrithin the sanc
tuary and, a f^w years l^ter,, 
even to exchange nuptial prom+ 
ises in the context of a Mass. 

special situations 
marry; before a 
stead i of "the prii 
church other t h a i 
Catholic one. 

permission to 
minister in* 

and in a 
the Roman 

est 

I 
These 

their radical 
such a short 
probably seem 
cruel to some. 

limitaticms, despite 
liberalization in' 
period of time, 

harsh, even 

Perhaps one individual who 
glances at these words remem
bers only too well the end of a 
beautiful romance, the finish of 
a courtship — all becauseft|he 
wouldn't be married by Jjshe 
priest or she insisted on having 
a wedding in the Protestant 
church of her childhood. 

The Church bears a .delicate 

obvious fact and urges bishops 
and parish priests no aia'thf 
married teouple to foster thi 
unity of their conjugal and] 
family life" arid t6 "establish/ 
relationships of sincere oper 
ness and enlightened cairfittence 
with ministers of oilier religi
ous communities. 

The wedding i iturgy\can do 
much to cement that unron, dis-

• solve fears, and start 
riage off liapmly in a/ 
direction. Changes J a 
regulations raeac^-Tn practice, 
that questions of,who will offi
ciate, wheife the service wilL b4 
held, and according to what "rit
ual are almost always resolv
able, la- addition the revised' 
CathohV^lite offers a wealfh of 
^ Unitiies for joint plan. 

^iing; of -tltie ceremony -f by 
ybride, srowni, priest, minister, 
families. *' j 

Twenty-eight biblical readings 
plus many scripturetHy-oriented 
prayers amd blessings provide, 
ready iextts which should he 
most acceptable to all \ con
cerned. Finally,' partlclpatlAn pi: 
•clergymen from Other denqm,-

.J.2--*--

lehc 

inations in . the Roman Catholic 
wedding and involvement pfjthi! 
congregation in the ceremony 
itself cannot but .foster gooci 
will at a .time when this is mo*; 
needed. 

A couple begins married ilife» 
when they leave the altar. IFu 
ture-happiness depends upon n 
willingness to love, understand 
accept, and adjust. 

This perhaps is more tru^fin 
a mixed marriage than in «p<: 
which finds husband and "wife 
united In their religious fc§ 
liefs and-attitudes. A beautifu 
and satisfying nuptial cele&ra 
tion doesn't guarantee bliss \h i 
the days ahead, but ft can syc 
cessfuHy launch bride ah< 
groom along the right course,. 

The Rules on Mixed Marriages 

here. Aware thanld&s burden 
that mixed marrisiges mean, di-

vision on something vital, po5« 
sible danger to a a individual's 
faith, and complications 
regard to the children, she can
not lend enthusiastic approval 
to them. 

But other Christian churches 
don't either and, likewise Jews 
today usually taks a dim view 
of matrimony with non-Jews. 
Even marital experts, from 
purely human considerations, 
wonder about tlje wisdom of 
•two persons marrying who do 
not* share similai religious be
liefs. The Catholic Church; it 
seems, doesn't sljand alone on 
the matter. 

time 

Recent decrees go* even fur-
th|r . They allow —'- and ecu^ 
mcfnists encourage — ministers 
from other C^mmjunions to 
sh |re in the* Catholic ceremony 
and the latest decrejes make it 
easier for couples to obtain in 

At the same 
many reasons in 
rapidly 
an ever-increasinlg 
men and 
spend the rest of 
gether despite 
and difficulties which. 

communi eating 

the 

a 

The Church recognizes 

for many, 
4>ur pluralistic, 

world, 
number of 
decide to 

their lives to-
differences 

do exist. 
r 

this 

At the beginning of 1971, 
new regulations went into ef-
ftc* regarding mixed, marriages 

,.The regulations were issued 
by Pope Pajttl VI and were imp- ' 
lemented by the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops at 

tneir November 1970 meeting. 
The new legislation states 

that C a t h o l i c s may, for 
serious reasons, be dispensed 
from the obligation of marry
ing before a Catholic priest. 

The promise that was re
quired for the non-Catholic 
pastner; to baptize and raise the 
children as Catholics, has also 
been reworded and is now re
quired only of the Catholic 
spouse. 

The reasons cited by the Na-
tionai Conference of Catholic 
Bishops which could dispense 

. a couple from marrying before 
a priest include the following; 
.to achieve family harmony, to 
avoid family alienation, to ob
tain parental agreement to a 
marriage, to recognize the sig
nificant claims of relationship 
or special friendship with a 
non-Catholic minister, and to 
permit the marriage in a church 
that has particular importance 
to the non-Catholic. 

At the same time the bishops 
stressed tWe list of reasons 
serve only as guidelines!'and. 
are not intended to be exhaus
tive. • ! 

The Oathkic in !a mixed mar
riage, according to the new reg-

ulations, must promise tp do 
all in his or her power to share 
the Catholic; faith with hisj chU-
dren. He must have them; bap-
and reared Catholics/' . | . 

Previously the non-Catholic; 
also had to make the same 
promise. Now he is, informed of 
the promise, responsibility and 
obligation of the Catholic. 

The wording of ihe promise 
now reads: 

"I promise to do all in my 
power to s!»are the faith i have 
received with all of our chil
dren by having them baptized 
and reared as Catholicss'' 

The priest's rjole has also 
changed. Previously, a priest, 
in submitting a dispensation, 
would sign a statement, that 
read in part: *'li declare that 
from my knowledge of the' par
ties, I am morally certain that 
.these promises will be faith
fully kept."' 

The priest now.signs a state
ment which reads: "I am mor
ally certain that the declaration 
and promise (of the Catholic) 
party) . have been sincerely 
made.1' 

It is sflu required \h%% u'otl; 
parties accept marriage as* per 
manent; op^n to children a n ' 
requiring faithfulness, • 

Ministers and rabbis ma: 
now offer prayers at a Catholi 
wedding, when a dispensatjiort 
has been received; and a-priest 
may do the same at * a noh • 
Catholic ceremony. Dual cere 
monies, however, in«which i 
priest and minister or.rabbi.co 
officiate, or successive cere 
monies in which the marriage 
vows are performed twice, 5m 
still not permitted. 

Catholic'priests, with approv 
al, may perform the Catholic 
wedding in a Protestant church 

•The new regulations are not 
retroactive. However,.marriages 
that have already taken, place 
outside-the Church may be VJl 
idated provided the Catholic 
party makes the promise to b;ap 
tize and educate his children 
in the CathoUc faith. 
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Occasions catered. Yes, 

enjoy our delicious foods and 

fine seirvice, at prices that 

are within your budget. We 

make every pajny a success. % 

Free estimates 

Free cake cutting 

Free punch bowl fountain 

| 256 LYELL AVE. 254-7171 
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Witt be complete 
wjien you count on 

scrantoms 
I for your Wadding 

Paper Trdm&mu 
i , ! 

.For over 100\ years brides have 

\been enjoying] the perfection of 
Scrantom's W^fdding Invitations 

and Annoncements. Jibe artistry 
of Scrantom'i experts fa a Roches-

{ter tradition than can be depended 

Upon. Relax in the / feasant at
mosphere of one of our 6 stores 
while you choose the perfect style 
for your Paper\ Trouss* sou. 

Engraved Invitation* 
from $68.00 for the 

Raised Printing 
from $14.00 per 100 

1st 100 
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CULVEI « UGE RIAIA 
SOUTHTClWN PLATA-

PHONE 4S4-6Q60 
i 
WDGjEMOHT PUZA 
NOITHOATi fUAk 
MIDTOWNFUZA 

BANMMERICAfD 
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1 HOUR WK PARKINIG IN STIILSON STRIET RAMP WITH '%% MMCHASi 
AND ANY AWIIOHT AUTO FAWC IOT ] 
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