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BY MSGR. JOSIAH (JHATHAM 

- " . « ' J i • ! 
Hebrew used} the word nabi 

for prophet. Ttieiex^cit, deriva
tion of the wcjrd isj jdjisputed. 
Abraham:, Moses, Aaron, Miriam 
"and Josuah, by a certjaln throw-

jback of terminology, were 
Called "prophetsJ" A- chyme call, 
: involving a direct pergonal ex-
; perienee of God and! resulting 

* ;in the proclamjatjon •• i>f God's 
(word, Was--of the essence df the 
prophetic .voeatijonj. 

Israelite prophecy ' inust be 
understood from tjhe' many ref-

. erenceg in the feible !fo proph
ets, their (lives aridi'activity.. The 
references bedoine '[frequent 
with J, Samuel, albdut ''1400 BC. 
Theyl' cohtain -jsoj much sub
stance that scholars jfind the 
fund of i information practically 
inexhaustible.. Freshj insights 
and understanding continue to
day, both! in .the! World of bibli
cal schoferslhipj and! in the 
hushed world cf deycjut Bible 
readers; 

i • ~! 

Samuel'himsef functioned as 
prophet from the^SluJoh sanc
tuary. Here we •' leaijn of the 
"sons of the prophejti" bands 
or fraternities of ecsiatics who 
were associated with -ia leader 
who hajtf the title of "prophet" 
and who participated1 in wor
ship -with dance and song. 

{ ' ' I • 
Prophets, in the proper sense, 

appear jin the ,^ihle' singly and 
in groifps. Authorities 'are di
vided dn< the interpretation of 
the. evidence as) to whether or 
not an organization of prophets 
exercised assigned functions in 
the temjple liturfey. . 

A distinction is made be
tween" "writing pi-ophOts" "and 
"nohrwriting prophets."! 

Many of .tl e> noii-writing 
prophets . are not called. by 
naniie. ! Among thoset whose 
names are •given Were Gad.i'Na-
than, Elijah an<j[ Elishla. Wom
en,- too,!'are named an|ipng'the 
noii-canon|cal prophets;) fori ex
ample, HuMah, in the : time of 
King • Jqsiah.,' [ 

Another distinction, ibettfeen 
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"major" and "vainop prophets, 
is based solely on the.length of , 
thei books ascribed t6 them. The'^ 
major prophets are :̂ jlsiah, Jere
miah, Ezekiel! and Daniel. The 
minor prophets are:,Hosia, Joel, 
Amos, ©badiah, Jonah, Micha, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, IZephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah apd Malachi. 
Iii- Catholic listings', Lamenta
tions and Barueh follow Jere- ' 
miah. ' ' ' 

The Hebrew list of "in
spired" books groups the minor 
prophets together, designates 
them as "the book ,of the 
twelve" and lists them among . 
"the later prophets.'' Barueh 

,andi parts of Daniel are not in 
the Hebrew canon.; It retains 
most of Daniel): which it lists 
along with L a j n e n . t a t i o n s , , 
among "the writings." 

Amps, in the middle of the' 
eighth century, was the first 
of the "writing prophets." The 
"golden age"1 of the prophets 
lasted from Amos through the' 
Babylonian es^ile (539). Proph-4 

ecy gradually diminished after 
the exile. In the period immedi
ately before Jesus, thei"e was no 
lawful prophet in Isjrael. 

" The prophets, were |men in
spired of God/and they knew 
it .They were men totally con-. 

• sumed with, the word and work 
of God, .and were characterized 
by uhusuali i sanctity. Their 
very "lives" were part of their 
message. 

The content of their message 
can be summed up in three 
words; monotheism; morality 
and messianism. Though the 
prophets knevj' it was God's 
word they spoke, they did not 
necessarily understand the full ; 
implications of what they said. 

Nathan's oracle to thej 
House of David (2 Samuel 7.5-
16; 1 Chronicles: 17.4-14;' Psalms 
89.20-38), to which reference 
has been madej persisted and is • 
elaborated in Isaiah 6.9. In later ' 
prophecy (Isaiah.40:55), a my? 
sterous figure! t emerged, the 
man of sorrows^ the'Suffering 
Servant whose | vicarious suffer
ings would redeem his people. 
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When the apostolic Christians 
read the prophets in the IS 
of. their faiihPexperience of 
Itesurirectipn !(Luke 24. ,25-! 
45); they could see reference to 
Jesus' Christ, the Messiah, an 
almost every line. Christians to
day should read the prophets it 
the light of jthil Ntew Testamer 
with their hearfe and lives oper 
to the Spirit. 
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