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Hebrew used’, the. Word nabi
for prophet. The' exaet ‘deriva-
tion of the ward is| qlsputed
Abraham, Moses, Aaron, Miriam
*and Josuah, by a certain throw-
- back of terminology, were
“ealled “prophets{” A diVine call,
myolvm a direct personal ex-
‘perienceé of God and resulting

*in the f)roclamatmn of- God’s
iword, was-of the essence Jf the
prophetic vocatwrr

Israelite pro;ghecy ! must be
understogd from the many ref-
. erences in the Blb e 1{0 proph-

ets, their lives ‘and| activity. The -

references bécome frequent
. with,, Samuel, bout 1400 BC.
They\\ contain ‘501 much sub-
stance that scholars find the
fund of- mformatlon practlcally
inexhaustible. . Fresh| - insights
and understandr'ng continue to-
day, both in thd world of bibli-
cal scholarship| and
hushed . world of devout Blble
readers: ’
Samuel himself functioned as.
prophet from the Shiloh sanc-
tuary. Here weé - learn of the
“sons of the prophet,”
or fratérnities of ecstatics who
were assoclated with ¥a leader

in - the -

who had the tit

,ship wn,h dance

o mm— e ey

appear un the

vided.

the, ev1dence asi

and song.

e of “prphet””
" and who participated ' in wor-"

.

bands "

) Nahum Habakkuk

f'he Prophehc BookS

"‘meJor” and “mmor prophets,
is based solely on the length of

major prophets are; /Isiah, Jere-

“miah, Ezekiel and I)afuel The

mirnior prophets are: Hosia, Joel,
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah Mlcha
Zephamah
Haggal, Zechariah and Maldchi.
In- Catholie hstmgsl Lamenta-
tions and Baruch follow Jere- ~
miah. : 7
The Hebrew list- of “ip-
spired” books group$ the minor
prophets together, . designates
them as ‘“the bogk .of the

- twelve” and lists them among

“the later prophets.”” Baruch -
.and, parts of Daniel are not in
the ' Hebrew canon. It retains .

ost of "Daniel; whxch it lists .
ong with. Lamentatlons, )
gmong “the wntmgs ”

‘Amps, in ‘the middle o-f the’
gighthh century, was the first
of the “writing prophets.” . The
“golden age” of the prophets
lasted from Amos through the’
Babylonian exile (539). Proph-+

" ecy gradually diminished after
-the-exile. In the peri

immedi-
ately beforq Jesus, there was no
lawful prophet m Israel.

-The prophets were \men] in- .
spn'ed of God 'and they ew-

it. They were men totally eon..

_ssumed With,thé word and work

ible singly and -
in' groyps. Authorities -are: di-

Prophets m t{e proper ‘sense,

+ the interpretation of

t6 whether or

not. an orgamzatlon of prophets

exercised assign
*the ‘temiple litur
A di?stincf'ion
: tween” “writing

ed functions in

is .made be-
prophets” “and

“non-writing praphets o

Many of .the A
not cdlled . by

prophets are
- name: A1nong
names zire ‘given

.-non-writing

those; whose

were Gad, Na-

than, Elijah and Elisha. Wom-

en;, toq,, are named an}ong “the

of God, -and were characterized
by unusual, isancfity. Their
very ‘lives’ were part of their
message. ;

The content of their message
can be summed up in three
words:, monothelsm, morality
and messramsm Though the
prophets knew -it was God’s
.word they spoke, they did not
necessarily understand the full -
1mphcat10ns of what they said.

Nathan’s . oracle to - the
House of Dav1d (2 Samuel 7.5-
16; 1 Chromcles 17.4-14; Psalms
89. 20«38), to r'hlch reference

- has been made, persisted and is -

elaborated in I$aiah 6.9. In-later’”
prophécy (Isaiah.40:55), a my;

' ’;‘,‘;{;f;‘“ ‘ﬁ‘ulg;h‘” i h{ff? tﬁ;ﬂa s sterous figure emerged, the
King Jqsufh -~ man of sorrows, the’Suffering
i S Servant whose |vicarious suffer-
: Amther distinction, between ings would redeem his people.
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the Israel of
the books ascribed tg them. ’I‘he‘[ . '

These would be the true Israc"i
! e spirit, the .m:r-
wim, the poor of Yahweh.

-When the a ostolic Christians *
read the pro hets in the light
of -their fauhfmenenm of the
Resunrection '(Luke 24. 2527,
45); they could see reference to
Jesus' Christ, the Messiah, an
almost every line. Christins to-
day s ould ree\g the prophets i
the light of.the New Testame:
with their héarts and lives ope
to the Spmt ,
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i is caused by a protein
deflclen?:y itis t)he rost

of mai)riutntlon knov)n to
 medical science.. )
It is but one of the 'n}aﬁx

‘missionaries strive to
. prevent, relieve, or cure.’

[For in serving the needs
iof the suffering-poor,

Mlsslonanes wntnes Hfs
Iove but they can
only help if
you help!
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Remember =
{hischild during
" Lent, and give .
him and :
ihousands like
im, notonlya-

thance to live,
. butto be ’

* loved.
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