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Give Me Your Poor
By Father John Hempel

-

a&;:_ . “

i '»frOm‘ woman who no -doubt
Ao tstruck out 1n anger, but at least
. © . -most certam'.ly in"ignorance of
/D iminority peoples. It is a letter

RS lover,| uncliristian.
gy ' - every myth and: generlity at-
- : tributed..to disadvantaged and

‘lt.‘ | i
"I‘é“; indicate that mino‘rity;
peoples should be sent back to
their point of origin is to vio-
late the very words on the

base of the Statue of Liberty

l’l! 1o el )mmg immigrants to this

country, “Give me your txred
&our poor,, r hr huddled masses

I we weée to follovv the
dlctates of is letter, miost of
us would have to find our.-way
back to the. “bld country.” How
ea ly we forget the' Church’

allowing " national parishes ‘to
exi to help natmnal groups
ori t themseh)es to this coun-

v try.| Dur very bar hial schoo!
S system was establis d to help,

! and iprotect our Cat ohc’ con- |
] . * sfituency.
The Campig | fot Human

Development is axi effort to put
- into practicé the Christjan ‘mes-
sage to h Ipc'people break out of
{ T . @
‘ ‘

| . ’
?

(I '_ On the Lme

v o mot only unpatriotic but more- -
Pr: ctlcally .

mmohtv peoples is contained m.. .

| the possible. We woul

: lFency Faci's
‘ n\Flgures 2

‘A.‘ . \ ) -
N . L } IP}' desk hes a letter. * the: quagml,re of pove'ty. How

, often Chnst warned us|of being
| so attached to the things of this

world as fo be blind fo the
needd.of others

i

. But this is one person, one
instance bf .a complete disre-
_gard of the Scnpture
No doubt, there are more. How-
ever, my office has, beLen most

w1mpressed by our peoplé’s re-
.sponse -to the Humanoﬁevel’op-

ment collection.  Very likely,
most people did not understand

-all the campaign was trying to

do. But at least they under-
stood that people were|in neéed,
and respondedito this gffort to

. develop a philosophy |whereby

‘poor people c¢an help -them-
selves rather than being noth-

ing but the recipients jof hand

outs.

Incldentally we are .most
‘grateful tg the Liturgical Com-
niission m 1ts efforllo bring

the’ message of poor |people to
us during 'e Lent .

‘J season
Too “often: our efforts in re-
lating : to the poor seem so

hopeless but; _occasionally the
clouds eof dlseouragem t sepaﬂ
rate, It is then that we glimpse,
at least for a moment, a ray of
like to
“think ;that this is the *“Light of
the World »

T i
g - |

ope you didn’t say “Ho
hu or words| to that effect,
en you learned that Presi.

s dent Niixon. reqlfe ted a budget
j | ~of $229 billion ( lus a couple.
of percentage p01 ts) for f1scal

I

One an easily become inured .

. , to digits followed by a platoon

; . . of ciphers, part;qnlarly in these .

. days of astronomical costs and

: B f“ “distances in, spac'e a $2 billion-

. amonth war on lthe other, side

. .+ of the world, colossal welfare
+ funds, and a n

.of -0l spilled j ? soot settled’

‘on birds and mani

But -$229 “billi n to run the’

e U‘S government for ohe year

A S 1st worth breaking down into a

i . se'mblance of Pman -under-
Ce sthndmg I

(I'f you were born the year
nst is believed |to have been

- : bbrn, and: lived ugh” the in:
o ~, tervening 719,542 days you
- " would have had'td spend| 13314

2 S . 210 every day, |seven days a
S week, to spend $"Zﬁ9 billion. Or,
: . . fo put it anether vva,y, $116,100,q
000 every year for 1,970 years,

$15 mllhoq

hich, in efs
Unxted States

= We paxd Fran
' for “Louisiana,”
) ’ . fect, séread the
from. ‘the Missisdippi to the

. ARockies, This |year’s. budget
represents . 15,266 “Louisiana

- Purchases.” .| | L
- Secretiry of State  William
Seward and Preédent Johnson

i
d 1 (Andrew, that i$) caught hell
oo from the popula
|

up $7.5 miHion the Czar. for,

" Alaska. (A few (ll leasés on

L the Notth Slope| of that state
S SR went: for $900 million not too
S - - long age.). Mr. %'ilxon at those
<y | .- 1867 dollar valugs; could have
i ] ~ Gouriep-Journat {4 .}
T SR i s S

tg I e t

By Bob qf)nsmlhee

ber of gallons .

+240 drinks lin .a case.

bought 30,533 Alaskas with the

"rbudget money he has asked for.

Hold on for the shocker

If the $229 billion Were

. changed into dollar bills . (there
"aren’t anywhere that number in

existénce, of coufse), and laid

end to end we'd be i undated
by history’s worst case litter,
It would - take 10,56 lIar!

bills, end to ehd, to reach onel
mile. The bud et hanged into
such .bills and stretche énd to
end, would -wrap around the
world, at- the - equator, 869’
times! ; . . ;
[ RN [ B . ‘

Each of the several undred
guests at a recent disti gulshed‘
$tag dinner in Ne Yoﬁk found '

the following engraved notice '
at his plate: |

"“BETTER THAN
~ ANCE

“Since - - you cannot

INSUR-

refrain

from drinking, why npt start -
me? Be-
ou will - -

a salooh in your own h
the only customer and
not have to buy a. license.

. “lee yonr wxfe $55
a case of whxskeyz T

message.

. Tooter -that Spence

* be against parochial school i
“but in fact theé two authoty .

« support public | schools wit

your drinks| from ¥our wife at

m N 3
cents a drink, and in|12 days 3} 0 oo understandsble. Th

— when ‘the case!is. gone —-
your wife will have. $89 +to put
in the bank -and $55’ to buy an-
other case. - il

© “If you hve 10 years ind ¢

S

on- ’

' tmue to buy your whiskt y fro

for coughi'ng R

g e in your
boots, your wife will hzge 327,-

025.47 lon deposit — en.
biing up. the children, pay-off
the mortgage, marry a{ decent
man, and forget.-she ever knew
a bum‘hke you!”

your wife, and

ugh to h
for -Catholic schdols: is in the -

- subtle,
" The twd authors say, “Catholi

~scheol‘s."- Sy Cot

ol,} The ,nght Sm!e

- | AGood
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Years ago, before the .adven
of popular TV, there was a fun-
ny radio program called “‘I
Pays to Be Ignorant.” The tec }I

‘ nique of the humor someti
comes through today in h¢
Jackie Gleason-Ed Norton dia
logues. In the radio progra l

‘:a, Manie McConnell ‘whols

’ gx;avelly voice would frequeqtly
“plinctuate a thought with a

cous peal of laughter; her much
traveled friend whom we'll ?al]

Secundo; and a third character

we’ll call Teitio, would carry|

‘on ,a dialogue which was pre-

posterously - disconnected. | It

‘would be something like this!

Secundo: “My second ,cou%in
on’ my |father’s * side, Melif
Studson, just "bought 'a nice
bronze coffee pot.” Mame: “Her
husband, Jughead, ought to do
something about .his, He's|

gained .60 pounds in two
months an 1ts all in his mid-

dle.” (Uprogrious laughter.)

‘Tertio: “I read in the Purducah
Zook'

nephew's  brotherdn-law  was
jailed for selling it. Nice young

_chap, t00.” Secundo: “Purducah

~I used to live there.,Had|a
‘good job in & potash plant It’s

a small world]” Mame; “Noth-
ing 'small abaut Jughead. Did
you know that hé gave
seat to a lady on the trolley?
Yes, sir!  She: weighed '300

pounds and was sitting on Jug-
JHead’s lap. Always a gentle.
man.” (Screech:of laughter.)

". This dizzying dialogue reminds
me of the dilemma of The
People in ‘the Church as they
Ary to unravel the theological
and: osociological reports théy
read in the press,” Berrigans
and satellites are canonized y
Critic -and National Catholle

up his |

_%e spi 't of dxchot-
omy the Nationall Catholi¢ Reg:
Jister cautioysly praised- and disy
ppraised the¢ Berri ans in the
lsame ssue
nal. editorial on fthe Bemgans‘

Circle. In

"|“Kidaapper 7 Not? (Jan. 20)
it would take a |Philadelphi

saying. Fa

ther ormey may| have : been
Jfollowing the discretion of Piug
XII, of whom it was written:,

newspaper
reading Plus’ speechi -
d the point éntirely, The|

“eriticiém the pontiff had in-
was . cautxouslyi

phrased that the. newspaper;

porter, Looks at thé Vatican —

ysti:Eyuig editoriial. ' Both the:
pro-Bdrrigans. and contra-Berri-
gans 'could have, written with

t.xi: SPE La.u.on-_ .

A few years agp a popular

'irophet was Hans Kueng whom.

ome Bisters read .for spiritual
uidarjce, and|-emdrged liberal
Iayme: read for . h-
mentatian re~enf01rcLement. Lu{e
_other [folk heroes ¢f the- dis

lution|! Kueng seems to have
fraveled go far into the forestr
- of dogmatic denialg that his r

¢ent dissuasion {m the doctrme

of Papal Infallib lity moved

Karl Rahner, who |is no sup
ficial theologlan, (1] commentr

“that ifl .this was what his friend!
Hans held, then he°'would have'
tp ‘be consxﬁered as another:
Tbera‘ Protestant theologlan‘

Arei The Peopl confused?'
They eedn't be iif] they follow'
he Teaching Churgh. Who are

Reporter. Berngans are damn-
ed by the Wanderer and Twin

(-

the ourier-JourJ' .

men skipped over!it.” (A Re-' ’

disa-ppoiln ed *that no

. ‘waters. They

B H
theologically| - illitgrate among !
the masses in South -America, | |
or other sucl. Nor are|they the |
small but ‘vacal‘ and cohesive
groups who tluster in}parts of -
Hol{and and other such, rela- |
tively few -in| the Chuxf‘ch Cath-
-olie, hut infl entxal ‘

Who 'are the teach ¥

?° They
‘are our bishops, with Pbpe Paul '
as the supréme teach These |

hishops' are charged by Christ's 5 | ’

commission tp be the }teachers E

. Hecently an older.pklest (he’
sis about 32) remarked! thought. | |
fully: “You Know, people don’t
- say the act of Faith' any more. !
In fact I'm réemem-
ber it myself] it’s so lang since
I have s3id it.” .

The Acts a Falth;

?:harxty are ,
like a verbal well of living | !
_are| go d after

Holy Commupion | prayers, for: L
the sick, ‘with’the gick, In fact & |

on nearly any occasioni The act ;

of . Faith is aj good. anchor. for ¢

gsouls tossed {n the agoniel of °
contestation. |Evern; this .great

prayer is conteste &h ylsome as |
inadequate. Nevertheldss itdis
338 thnll-

o

1and a so

i
God I ﬁrmly

‘O my believe

;hat Ynu are jone God in three

divine Persons; the Fafher, the

- Son and the Hol; it. ¥ be- |
Son be.
for our’

sins, and that| He will jcome to |

judge thesliving and the dead. '
I bhelieve these and |all the -
truths which the holy [Catholic | % -

Church ' teachgs, beea se. You |
have revealed them, who can
e nor [be de '«

| If you would' do a lenten’
good, teach th s.tmthe thildren..

1. i ‘
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s
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The New RepublicT the moLi
erately left-liberal

he roma -
tic madness of the last five
years, cannot by any stretch f

Journ: l
which has managed io keep ils -
head dunng most of

the imagination be consider

‘ipro-Catholic.” Hende, I im

ine there was a. good. leal

n icle, entltled (
arochiaid,” ' by Murr:
riedman and Peter Binzén.

Qrdinary readers  of liberh

“journals would have assume
of course; that the adrticle woul

%Ihen the magazme published

made: an extremely strong ca
in favor of it.

Theére is a. strong hint in
articles that the: opposition

Catholic schools |stems from

.deep-seated  bigotry

resentment af bemg forced

o

their taxes. while getting xﬂ
public help for their

know that the- xUmted Stat
alone ‘among Western. natio:
restnets its aid to stat

. . Anyone _ who h S spent k)
time’ reading the-
century bigotry -Lknows

powerful ‘suspicion and hatr

natlvxst ‘soul. That this susply

¢ion ‘persists into the 20th cen

tury . under the gmse of an
¥
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story of 19t .

rate theory: about the sep-

of churqnl and state Is*
rising. ,

s

&

[ convmce(d that " consti-
tutibnal ways to alp parochiali
s can be fou d if peoplei
serious lnt(entiqn to find‘
] ut I must sa;

stonished with the |widespread,

pimq among | Catholics that!
ir absenc 'state aid’
C%thol c schoolse‘czannot survive.

&
The| evidencer of Cathohcs

oyerwhelming. | |

One;
“We can't make ctlhe tuition too
high.”|But what ‘‘foo high’ is re-
ins|to-he seen, The only peo-
‘who can decide that are
Catholics -themsélves, Enroll-
ment has slipped in these years,
much; { to the delight of the
headline writers-and the liberal !
Cgtholic press. Some of this |
,slippage * may due -to in-’
“creased costs, sEﬁme to dissatis-
fabtion with what _goes ‘on in
the- Gatholic sehgold bt much |
more lof it is due to-smaller
- age cohorts 'in the early years
of| gr mmar school and to the
‘ absence. of new school

|

. copst ction in the last decade, |

t is mterestmg] to note'that
t|the recent Ysepret” meeting |
of }' Amerjicarr. . A ishops on !
Catholic schools a good deal
was sald about “the amorale
c 1s"’ in. Catholic' education. It
seems| to me to be an ‘open
qu stion -as- to how much of

v

¥

that I am)| -

hears it saxld repeatedly } ‘

.morale -erisis cail't He attrtb—
fited to the plosing down of . |
ome Catholicj schools }(usually, s

ithout. consultation with the 3

failure .to open new schools. ‘

Orie; spokesmap for the -bishops ot

dvocated vist ation by pastors .
the peoplel in ‘their. parish

reassure thgm about Catholic * | .
chogls. I wo 1d_certainly not . g
be gpposed tg that, though a v
deeper invol ment with . the [
laity in makinp school financial |
décisions might do a g?od deal !

r ox;e for mo ' I

It ‘must bé fime to declare a’
moratorium o the foolish ques- ,

ion'of whethdt there should be o
‘Catholic schofils in the inner |
city or in the guburbs, The only

nswer is that there ought to ;

. e schools in {both' places, and- ;
ifferent varieéties of financial .
upport. Thusy -most suburban “}
chools can self-supporting . | o
if the lay le in the com-
rnumty decld that .the school I
8 worth suppditing. 'I‘he inner.
city-|'will function only lif it is

supgorted by the whole: churcH

the diocése. Presumably,
. ere watild bé no doubt at all ..
hbout our willingness to engage |
I, t!us sort of activity .

The meeﬁng of the archbxsh- | 5 APERK
:)ps, of coursej was something:

t‘ ell; within {r prerogatives, -

3

é
ut T Tegret that they did mot = . |
ee fit to have present  some o
‘representatwes of the students, l

teachers, and Catholic laity that . f
keep the schoqls going,| - * ‘

'_,Q'BTB,‘{
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