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Spiting the Earth 

'Give Me Your Poor1 

, ' By Father John Hempel 

Onjripy desk lies . a letter - the quagmire of poverty. How 
of being 

f 
ifromj a' woman who no doubt 
'struck out in1, anger, but at least 
imost certainly in'ignorance of 
[minority peoples. It is a letter 
jnot only unpatriotic but more-
lover,! unchristian. Practically 
every myth ahd; generality .at­
tributed -to disadvantaged and 
minority peoples is contained in 

"•' M • '•" 
; To | indicate that minority-
peoples should be sent back to 
their poirit of origin is to vio­
late the very words on the 
.base ( of the Statue of liberty 
welcoming immigrants to this 
Country,. "Give me your tired, 
your poor;. Your huddled masses 

i If we were to folio jv the 
dictates of this letter, most of 
lis would have to find our, way 
back to the "bid country." How 
easily ; we foifget the1 Churches 
allowing national parishesi 'to 
existj to help [national groups 
orient themselves to this coun­
try. .Our very parochial school 
•system Was established to help , 
and protect our Catholic" con-1 
stituency. ; 

The; Campaign for Human 
Development i s an effort to pujt 
ijnto pracjtiefe the Christian 'mes­
sage to hplpi people break out of 

often Chris| warned us 
i so attached to the things of this 

world as to be blind io the 
needs'.of others. 

I • ' ' 
But this is one .person, one 

instance of .a complex disre­
gard of the- Scripture message.. 
No doubt there are more. How­
ever, my office has bten, most 

'-impressed by our people's re­
sponse to the Human Develop­
ment collection. Very likely, 
most people did not understand 

.. all the campaign was trying to 
do. But at least theyi under­
stood that people were 
and responded]to this 
develop a philosophy 
•poor people can heli> 

in need, 
iffort to 
whereby 

them­
selves rather than being noth­
ing but the recipients of hand­
outs. 

jnost 
Com-

Incideiitally we aite 
grateful tcj t h e Liturgical 

mission in its effort ;o bring 
the message of poor pei 
us during th|e Lenten 

in 
^eem 

Too often our effortfs 
lating i to the poor 
hopeless, but occasionally 
clouds of diseouragemejnt 
rate. It is then that we 
at least for a j moment, 

! t he possible. We wouid 
think that this is the 
the World." 
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Fancy Faq+Sj 

Onj Figures t 
B y BJotf dbnsidiiie* .' 

Hope you didn't say "Ho 
hum," <or words to that effect, 
wh;en you learned that Presi-' 
dent Njixon requested a budget 
of $229 billion (plus a couple, 
of percentage points) for fiscal. 

' " 72 . 

•One can easily becomeinured 

of oil spilled and sobt settled' 
on birds and ma* 

tb digits followed by a platoon 
, of ciphers, particularly in these 
days of astronomical costs and 

r 'distances in spac», a $2 billion-
a-month war on the other i side 

- of the world, colossal welfare 

man! 

;But $229 "billiJm to run the 
ULS. government Ifor one year. 
is| worth breaking down into a 
semblance of human under­
standing. ' ; 

fit you were born the yeaE 
Christ is believed Ito have been 
born, and. lived tjhrough" the in­
tervening 719,54{2| d a y s you 
would have had 
210 every day, 

bought 30,533 Alaskas with the 
(budget money he has asked for. 

Hold on for the shocker: 

If the $229 billion w e r e 
changed into dollar bills (there 
aren't anywhere that number in 
existence, of.' course), land laid 
end tb end, we'd be inundated! 
by history's worst case jof llitter., 
It would take 10,560 dollar! 
bills, end to eAd; to reach onei 
mile. The budget, qhanged into 
such bills and stretched 4nd to 
end, would wrap arohnd the 
world, at the eqiiatpr, 869' 
times! 

Each of the several 
guests at a recent 
stag* dinner in New 
the following engravec 
at- his plate: 

hundred] Ifriedman and Peter Binzen. 
distinguished 
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:b spend | $314,-
„ __„, seven days a 

week, to spend f 229 billion. Or, 
to put it another ^ay, $116,100,+ 
000 every year fir 1,970 years, 

. '• i. j - <•' • ; 
We paid Frame $15 million 

- "T -'-'--" faich, in W 
•United States 
sslppi to the! 
gear's budget) 

Louisiana; 

for "Louisiana," 
. feet, spread the> 
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represebts 15,Z$6j 
Purchases;" 
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Years ago, before the advent 
of popular TV, there was a fun;-
ny radio program called |"It 
Pays to Be Ignorant." The tejcW-

' nique of the humor sometimes 
comes through today in tlw 
Jackie Gleason-Ed Norton dia­
logues. In the radio program 

• a, Manie McConhell whoisr 
gravelly voice wbiild frequfenjtlj 
punctuate a thbught with a rau 
cous peal of laughter; her much 
traveled friend whom we'll call 
Secundo; and a third character 
we'll call Tertio, would carry 
on ,a dialogue which was pre­
posterously disconnected. • It 
would be something like this} 

Secundo: "My second cousin 
on" my (father's " side, Meljfy 
Studson, just bought a nice 
bronze coffee pot.".Mame: "Her 
husband, Jughead, ought to do 
something about his. Hfe's' 
gained -66 p o u n d s in tyo 
months and- it's all in his mid­
dle." (Uproarious laughtejr.) 
Tertio: "I rea|a.in the Purducah 
Tooter - t h a t Spence Zook's 
nephew's brother-in-law was 
jailed for selling it. Nice youpg 
•chap, too." Secundo: "Purducah 
•—I used to live there., Had a 
good job in a potash plant . I t ' s 
a small worldp Mame; "Nolih-
ing| small about Jughead. Did 
you know that he gave up- his 
seat to a lady on the trolley? 
Yes, sir! She weighed ' 300 
pounds and was sitting on Jug-
tiead's lap. Always a gentle­
man." (Screech i of laughter.) 
. This dizzying dialogue reminds 

me of the dilemma of The 
People in the Church as they 
try to unravel the theological 
and o sociological reports th^y 
read in. the press,- Berrigans 
and satellites are canonized by 
Critic and National Catholic 
Reporter. Berrigans are damn­
ed by the; Wanderer and Twin 

. In the spirit of dichot-
tlhe National (Jatholic Regf 
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to succe «fully nail what it was 
rormey may 

following the discretion of; PiuS 
of whom It 
}ne occasion 

vas written: 
newspaper! 

reading Piu§' speech) 
the point entirely^ The; 

criticism the poitnifi had in-! 
w a s so 
that the 

skipped bveir Looks at tlhu Vatican 

Saying. Fai 
have been 

illiterate among 
:n South 'America, j 

Nort are they the! 
y] )cal' and cohesive 
pluster inl parts of 

otliet su!ch, .rela- ( 
the-Church Cath-
ential. 1 

cautiouslyl 
. newspaperj 
it." .(A Re-

theologically 
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or other sucl}, 
small but 
groups who 
Holland and 
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olic, but infl 

Who/are the teachers? They 
are our bishops, wiith Pppe Paul 
as the supreme teiacher. These 
bishops are charged bjij Christ's 
commission to be the [teachers. 

• Recently an older .priest (he" 
«is about 32) "ema&edjthought­
fully: "You know, people don't 
say the act o f 
In fact I'm Tonsure | 
ber it myself, 
I have said il 

I a n disappoiiiued *that no 
one w rot?, to the Editor of the: 
JCJ. with, an analysis of that; 
jinystii ying editoria I. ' B.oth thft 
pro-Be rrigans. ahdl contra-Berri-' 
gans ' could have, Written with 

:asp< ration..* 

A few yeaits aigj) a popular 
rophet was Hans ]Cueng whom. 
ome Sisters read!. for spiritual 
uidarce, and!-emerged liberal 

I'aymen read for .anti-establish-

ihentrian re-enfonement; l $ e 
other folk heroes if the- disso­
lution,! Kueng seefns to have' 

the forest; 
that his re-

the doctrine: 
moved 

is ho super-
to comment 

his friend! 
would have1 

as another; 
theologian.; 

v onderful 
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infafl 

^tahner, who 
theologian, 
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leld, then he 

considered 
Protestant 

The Peoplj 
needn't be ilf 

Are 
They 
the Teaching Churph. 

Tljey 
teachers iii 

are not the 

- The Acts o 
Charity are 
like a verba 
waters. They 
Holy Communion 
the sicki witli 
o n near ly any 
of .Faith is a 
souls tossed 
contestation, 
prayer is con 
inadequate, 
good theology 

ing profession, 

prayers, 
ojf living 

good after 
praters, for 

"the!skid, in fact 
occasion; The act 

good anchor for 
i the agonies, of 
Even; this .great ested by 

Nevertheless it-Hs 
and a so ul -thrill-. 

into 

ilblity 

win it 

O my God 

Jhat You are divine PersoniJ 
Son and the 
llev that Yo 

I firmly] believe 
one God! in three 

the Father., the 

m 
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they follow* 
Who are) 

Ihe Church?! 
millions of 

deceive 

If you woiild do 
jood, teach th{s to.the 

Must Be 
A WW 

By F[. Ahdrew Greele^t 

' The New Republic; the moH-
erateiy left-liberal h ' ou rnd l 
which has-managed io keep its 
head during most of the roman­
tic madnesis pf the .last five 
years, cannot by any stretch of 
the imagination be considered 
'jpro-Catholic." Henc6, I imag-
ine t h e r e was a good' leal of 
surprise in non-Catholic circles 
when the magazine published; 
an article entitled, "Politics 
o!nd | Parochiaidjl'' by Murray 

found 
notice 

INSUR-

refrain 

of 
President 

m 
to 

Secretary 
Seward and 
(Andrew, that 
from the pbpulacje 
u p $7.5' mill ion f 
Alaska. (A few 
the North Slope 
went* for $900 
long ago.). Mr. Itfiion; 
1867 dollar values; 
Courfer-Journal 

State' William 
. Johnson 

caught hell 
fdr coughing 
t h e Czar, for 

qil leases on 
state of that 

nimUon not too 
at those 

could have 

"Since you cannot 
from drinking, why nbt start 
a saloonJn your owm heme? Be 
the only customer and you will 
not have to buy a license. 

* j 

. "Give your wi fe $55 to buy 
a case: of whiskeyi There are 
240 drjnks !in ,a cise. Buy ail •! 
your drinks; from your wiffe a t 
60 cents a djfink, ar̂ d in 12 day|s 
— when the case' is gone -i-
your wife will have. $89 -to put | 
in .the bank and $5? to buy an- -
other case. ;" • 'f 

"If you live 10 years «nd c'oii-
tinue to buy your wh|skey from 

.your wife, and die in your 
hoots, your' wife will have $27^-
025.47 !on deposit — en >ugh to 
bring tip the children, pay "off! 
the mortgage, marry a decent 
man, and forget she eve|r knew 
a bumjjike you!" 

) 

. I Qrdinary readers 6t liber; 
journals ,wduld have assume 
of course, that the article .woul 
ble against parochial school ai 
but in fact the two authors 
made; an extremely strong caqe 
in fa|or of it. 

Th^re is a. string hint in 
articlet that the! opposition 
Catholic schools | stems from ,. 
subtle,, deep-seated bigotry. 
The two authors! say, "Catholic 
resentment at being forced to 

support public j schools with 
their taxes while getting iojo 
public help for their, own 
-schools is understandable. They 
know that the- United States 
alone among Western- nations 
restricts its aid! to s t a t 
schools.'' - ; % • ' • ' ' . ' 
. Anyone, who has spent any 

time'reading the History of 19th 
century -bigotry -ru knows how 
powerful suspicion and hatrei 
for Catholic Schools: is in the 
nativist soul. That this suspi­
cion'persists into the 20th cert-
tury under the guise' of ah 

• • ' ' " i 
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elaborkte theoryj about the sep-

qratjoi of churto anoT state isi 
r|ot-surprising. '' 

I am convinced that-consti-
tjitidnal ways to aid parochial 
s;hools can be found if people! 

ave i serious inflation to find 
Jut I must say that I am 

ajitonifhed with tli»e[wid,espre9d 
obinioh among Catholics thai 

"~ * of 'state aid 
cannot survive.̂  

[The evidenced of Catholics' 
silppoit for theilr" schools is 

I 

Catholic laity 

among 
in thr4 absence 
Catholic schools 

Faith any more. 

it's ^o long since reraem-

Faithi Hope and 

some as 

oly SpiElt. I be-
divlne 

died 
He will 

came man, 
sins, and that 
judge thenllvlpg and the dead. 
I .believe tl 
i ruths which 
Ohurch- teachbs,. because, You 
iave revealed] 

neither 
lelved. Amen, 

them, 
nor 

1 vho can 
be de-

Son be-
for our' 
come to 

lenten 
:hildren.. 

morale _cr sis can be attrib-

P
ifed to the closing down of. 

me Catholic.schools (usually, 
thout consultation iWth„ the| 

nvolyed)' and the 

overwhelming. 

l't make 

I 

failure ,to opm new schools. 
Orte; spokesma; i fori the Wsnops 
Advocated visi ation by pastors 

the people "in their, parish 

^assure th m ahoui Cfatholic 
?chojpls. I woiild certainly not 
be ppposed tf that,.though a 
deeper involvement With the 
Iaityi in makinfe school financial 
^eci^ions miglft do a. good deal 
-ior^ f6*r morale. | ' r" 

hears it saild repeatedly, 
tllie tuition,too 

,'»But what *'tloomga"isre-
is to be seem The only peo-
who can decide that are 

EJthoJic's themselves. Enroll-
ias slipjped iln these years, 
to the deflight of the 

aadliae" writers'amd the liberal 
^tholic press. Some ojf this 

ppai'e'may bjei d u e - t o in-

^asei cost?, some to dissatis-
ion. with what =goes on in. 
'Ciitholic schfelsTbut much 
?e of it is due to smaller 

cohorts in the early years 
grammar school and to the 

absence olE new school 
istrtictfon in the last decade, 

is interesting to note that 
recent "secret" nieeting 

A;nerican archbishops on 
ic sphools a good deal 

Said about "the morale 
in; Catholic.education. It 
to me to be an operi 

estif>n as to Jhiow much of 

It must be toe to declare a 
pratorium ,oi. the foolish ques-

lon.of whethe • there should be 
latholic schools in tfife inner 
t̂y or in the suburbs. The only 

nswer is that- there ought to 
e schools in poth: places, "and' 

'erent varifties of financial 
impport. TJiusI most suburban 
phools can bfs self-supporting 
|f the lay people in the com­
munity decide that .the school 
Is worth supixrtlng. The inner-
pty-!-wxll func jon only! if it i s 
supported by 1 he whole; church 
and the diocese. Presumably, 
there wdhld hf no doubt, at all 
ibout our will! igness to engage 
n; thLis sort of activity, I 

The meeting of the archbish­
ops, of qqurse was something! 
well; within th elr prerogatives, • 
tut j Te|;ret tl mt they did not 

ee lit to June pwswt'some 
epresentatives of the students, 
eachers, and Catholic laity that 
ceep 'the schools going, 
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