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* [He was a| good 
t e l i n g t h e jtrujth 

that he. had kep 
m a n d m e n t s f r o m 
d« e d t h e G o s p e l 

Jesus, looked oh 
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man. He was 
w h e n h e s a i d 

all tU cbj 
h i s y o u t h , 
t e l l s y s t h a t 

him with lo 

a 

fgj^i^^^p^tf^n^t^'VtA t* 

s a i a 

cbki-
x, I n -

v e . 

B u t J e s u s w i l l n e v e r ; l e t a 
m m r e s t C o n t e n t w i t h wh< :re 
he has arriived. For, Jerjsalem 
is on a moujntalnbp. Her̂ ce, the 
L o r d ' s L e n t e n i r r i t a t i o n 
' L e t u s g o ' u p 

J e s u s i s a l w a y s 
to | t a k e t h e n e x t 

r e a p s : 
(jO J e r u $ a l e i j 
halting 

step". 

S o . H e i n v i t e s 
(So, s e l l w h a t -

tq the poor 
J e s u s 

u p h i s o w n 

and 
i n v i t s s 
s e c u r i t y 

1 h e y o u n 
rou h a v e 

coitie 
h i m 

t o 
that absolute control of\ lis 

' a n d d e s t i n y t h a t h i s w e a l t h Jaf-
f o r d e d h i m . I n a w o r d , J e p u s 
offered him Cost y Grace 

the • B u t b e c a u s e 

fa id come looking 
G - a c e , h e w a s 
c h a l l e n g e . 

y o u n g 
f o r 

ijinequa.1 

i H i s . q u e s t i o n h a d b e e n : " W h a t 
must I do to get eternal life? 

. in other words, "How. far, do I 
. H a v e t o g o t o g e t w h a t I va'nt? 

He saw religion ifs.a means 
gcal. He wanted a simp e 
g r a m t o fQllO|W; b u t J e s u s 

fejred him "not a program but a 
way of life. 

jHis question to Jesus was: 
'•How can I get what i wanjt 
w i t h a r e a s o n a b l e m i n i m j u m 
e f f o r t ? " J e s u s \ 
was, in effect: '" 

,yo;u p r e p a r e d t o 

it is good for 
t h e s e a s o n o f Le 

thjs story 'of a 
s e a r c h of. C h ^ a p G r a 4 e 

met with the offer of 
race. It is the! story of 

m 
•wa 
iy 
m a n . 

"jThere h a s 
' t e i i d e n c y o n t i l e ' 

t l a n S ' t o M i e a i 
w a t e r i t d o w n , 

Christian life a 
table security, to 

Z m a n : 
g i v e . 

folljow 
g i v e 

five up 
life 

o 

o f 
« h i n t 

! low/imileh are 
g i v e ? " 

q l e s t i o n 

i n n 

Cheap. 
t o l i e 

ts. a s w e b e 
t t o . r e f | e . 

fhan w\ 

a l w a y s b e e n 
p a r t ' o f Chifii 

conditional demands of th<! 
GOspel to a program of ruleaj 
that one can follow without too, 
much discomfort. 1 

M a y w e n o t s a y t h a t t h i s i s 
p r e c i s e l y ' w h a t i n p a s t y e a r s 

had happened' to our observance 
o f L e n t ? F o r ' m a n y o f u s Len1 . 

involved the pursuit of cneai 
^ r a c e . W e w e r e v e r y c a r e f u l tc 
r e c e i v e t h e a s h e s o n A s h W e d - . 

nesday, but ofteri with little • 
t h o u g h t a f t e r w a r d s o f , w h a t t h i s 
c e r e m o n y c o m m i t t e d , u s t o . 

W e - w e r e v e r y c a r e f u l t o o b • 

serve the Lenten fast, we were 
m e t i c u l o u s a t i o u t n o t e a t i n g be^ 
t w e e n m e a l s ; b u t a t t h e s a m e 

time we1 were happy to'receive 
dispensations, from the fast a£ 
often as we could think:of rea

sonable excuses for requesting 
s u c h d i s p e n s a t i o n s . 

" W e g a v e u p s o m e t h i n g f o r 
L e n t , b e c a u s e w e w o u l d f e e l 

guilty if we did not; yet-we 
b r e a t h e d a g r e a t s i g h o f r e l i e f 
w h e n H o l y S a t u r d a y n o o n a r - -

rived and we could say good-/ 
b y e f o r a n o t h e r y e a r t o t h e : s e a 
s o n o f r e p e n t a n c e ) 

. I t w a s p r e c i s e l y f o r t h i s . r e a 
s o n — n a m e l y , t h a t s o n f a n y o f 
u s h a d t u r n e d L e n t i n t o a r e a 
s o n a b l y c o m f o r t a b l e p r o g r a m o f 

rules aimed at achieving Cheap 
G r a c e — t h a t i n | t h e p a s t f e w 
y e a r s t h e - C h u r c h h a d m i t i g a t e c 
so many of the e&cternal prac 
tices that had become for 
the essence of Lent- ' • 

Buf* the Church had done 
t h i s , n o t t o m a k j e * B e n t l e s s 
meaningful, but to restore its 
t r u e m e a n i n g . L e n t i s a t i m e 
t o s e e k C o s t l y G r a c e — t h e onljy 

grace which the Gospel offers. 
And what is this Costlj 

Grace? It is a call to conversion 
I t i n v i t e s l i s not s i m p l y t o do 

certain things, on to abstain 
f r o m c e r t a i n t h i n g s , b u t a l s o tc 
u n d e r g o a r a j | c a j c | j f l p p «] 

heart, to change our way ol 
-tTiirelc>ng a n d a c t i n g . ' 

Costly Grace qills us1 forces us 
to .face up to the reality of'sjn 
in our lives. One of the diffi
culties of our past attitude to
ward sin was .that we tended w 
s e e s i n o n l y i n i s o l a t e d a d t i o h k . 

We were almost morbidly 
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t p a r t i c u l a r s i n -

fia\actions; at the same time we 
w e r e i n c l i n e d t o i g n o r e a t t i 
t u d e s o f h e a r t a n d m i n d thjat 

breed sin. » 
Sin may find' its express!) 

in individual actions, but 
f i n d s i t s s o u r c e i n . t h e m i n d s 

and hearts of men. So oft 
w h e n w e g o t o . c o n f e s s i o n 
e x p r e s s o u r s o r r o w f o r i s o l a t e d 

.sinful actions? but we tend 
b e q u i t e o b l i v i o u s t o t h e se: 

centeredness, the self-seekiijg; 
, t h e s e l f i s h n e s s t h a t i s a t 

r o o t o f o u r s i n f u l a c t i o n s . 

The 
offers 
from 
daily 
up thai 

W e 
love a i l mercy, If 
h e a r t s 

neighbor and the 
t h e w r r i d i n w h i c l 

jLenl 

sn 
w e 

tie 

deity, 

j 
forgivenes? 
us cannot 

our daily 
relationship! 

life. 

that God 
foe isolated 

life and the 
that make 

ture 
must, be 
spend ihf 
of Costly 
that thfe 

forgotten; 
a p l e d g e t h a 
is Lent 

r a n n o t hopje f o r G o f i ' s 

we close our 
t o t h e p r o l l e m s o f o u r 

, . then,'Is a . 
v e r s i o n , Of h e a r t - c h a n g i n g . I t i s 
a time to break d<wn the bar-
riejrs t iiaf separate us from one 
a n o t h e r — i n t h e f a m i l y , i n s o -

problcms of 
w e l i v e . 

time, of con-

M a y fn 

pari 
i n g 

pract 
w e 
f e e l i n g 

somethi 
portunit; 
tftedi 
make 

Grao 
Gospel offetJL 

rather, it 
: ^ e s h a l l 

in tl e pursuit '• 
t h e ; o n ! y g r a c e .-

I n v i t e " y o n 

Ion in Holy 
not as an 

indcytaKors 

t o d a U y 

Mass dUr-
external 

mpiy that 
a v e t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f 

that; we hnve 
g, but rather 

to open our 
power that 
conversion 

done 
a s a n Op-
h e a r t s t o j 
alone can • 
possible.j 

in The^ChuSfclir It~ls"a fhb Mss i? the supreme ex-
• a m p * . c f C o s t l y G r a c e . I t i s 

b 2 c a u s e . i t i s G o d ' s g i f t 

is cô OV hocauso it oost, 
the deati of ^od'S own Son. 

p r e j u d i c e s t i m e ti > u p r o o t t h e 
c o n s c i o u s o r n o t — - w h i c h p r e -

vent tis from truly seeing all 
men as| our brother in Christ. 

u 

in g r a c > 
to m a k e i h e 

life of cpmf )r-
reduce, the un- JSk& conversion to wblel 

ires U.£. 
fight M 

. N e w Y o r k 1 , - f f i N S ) — l l n 
anijiual Ash.. Wednesday message 
opening the^U.SJ Catholic bisfi 
o p s o v e r s e a s a i d a p p e a l j P o p e 

Paul urged, Ai^erica's jschbol 
c h i l d r e n toi " b e i o m e a , m i g h t y 
w e i p o n ' a g d i n s t h e m i s e r y Lml 
d e s p a i r o f s u f f e r i n g « e o p l e ' 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e v^or ld . 

apea at ltd Vatican ,anft 

t h e m <fi a l l h o p e f o r t h e 

ture." 

: T h e m e s s a g e o f t h e G o s r e l 
•is t h a t J e s u s c a m e 'to- d e l i v e r ) 

us, not so much from our sinful' 
a c t i o n s a s f r o m o u r s i n f u l n e s s ; 
n o t s o m u c h f r o m s i n s a s f r c m 
sin. This is why the Gospep 
c a l l t o c o n v e r s i o n i s n o t s i m p l y : 

or even primarily a call to Ve-i 
pentance ,and a reparation for' 
t h i s o r t h a t p a r t i c u l a r t r a n s 
g r e s s i o n . 

• R a t h e r , i t i s a c a l l t o r e c o n 
s t r u c t o u r v a l u e s , t o r e m a k e qt ir 
h e a r t s , t o ' a c c e p t t h e p r i o r i t i e s 
of the.Gospel. -: . j 

This change of heart affects 
the' multiple relationships m 

j which man finds himself.. The 
message df the Gospel is that 
h i J e s u s C h r i s t G o d ' o f f e r s u s 
forgiveness for our sinfulness., 
B u t t h i s f o r g i v e n e s s t h a t ) G ( d 
o f f e r s u s i s n o m e r e l e g a l ires .1-

.ity.j It demands a response (n 
b u c p a r t . • ; 

It requires of us a pre four d 
r e t h i n k i n g o f o u r l ives—--a r e -

thinKing that will manifest it-. 
s e l f i n t h e a t t i t u d e s w d t a l : e 

towara otners, THO aiscipie fe 
Christ is taught to pray:] "fbr-

-give us as we forgive those wljio 
t r e s p a s s a g a i n s t u s . " 

Lenl 
w e c a r i p o t 
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it is 
t h e 

is a time to 
e x c l u d e 

a n d c o n e 

unlovable 
ithe 

mistreited who 
claim on oiur 

Joive 

tie 
nej j l e c t e d , 

est 
c e r n , 

In 
u s : 
who 
that to|> 
t h o s e 
6 : 3 2 ) 

tc day! 

On 
-week 
- o n o u r 
a l l o w 

realize that 
m y o n e f r o m 
rrn. I n d e e d , 

the lonely, 
s u f f e r i n g , t h e 

tjie great-
and con-

ha\e 
leve 

_'s Gospel 
y 9 u l o v e 

you,, 
you? Even 

ftfho I p v e t h ^ i n . 

Hi 
love w h i t 

JVednes iJay 
will acce|)t 

f o r e h e a d s , 
this to m an 

we 

g r a c e , u 

to us1. If 

4 
UJ3 

t h i s ^ d a i : 
t h e ' S e 
bring us 
o f - t h e 
wlhen : 
c^pleshii 

Jesus' warns 
( j o n l x ) t h o s e 

credit is 
>inners love 

( L u k e 

r<With 

Evening this 
the aŝ hes 
• m u s t n o t v re-

empty gesr 

y hoiie and prayer that-
y Lepten contact with 
fless^ Redeemer will 
a fuller understanding 

o y B^s i n t e n d e d f o r u s 
invited us to the'dis-
of the Cross. 

i'blessing, I am 
D e v o t e d l y y o u r s In C h r i s t , 

<5 

jAyatidy* 

Bishop of Rochester 

$ery 

• b r o a d c a s t a c r o s s 

m a n o r n e ' t w o r k s 

r 

t h e TJ, 

o n F e b 

J . S . [by. 

4 b , 2 4 A 

pontiffs message .called 
"Lenten. sacrifices" of pic 
ani prayers by the children, 
- T h e P o p e r e m i n d e d t h e 1̂ 

detlts of the tragic -events 
o c c u r r e d d u r i n 

in I Peril and' Pakistan, 
wit ih ttfe c o j r t i n t i i n g c o n f t i c ; i n ' 

Middle East, and Vietnam, 
w t a c h h e s a i d • d e p r i v e s y o u n g 

"and o l d of . t h e i j , d a i l y f o o d a n d 

of normal living, and 

fcjur the comji^r-Joyiri^ 
p r d i h g - t o t h e 

y o u r p a s t o r . 

t h e pasjt 3 e a r 

along 

To Pay 

. " B u t We- s e e i e a c h y e a r , ea< 

month, each ^day/' the ^opi 
s a i d , " t h e p e r s i s t e n t charitjablfe -

w o r k o f th ,e d e d i c a t e d p j e o p l e o :: 

C a t h o l i c R e l i e f S e r v i c e s ' , jwh > * 
b r i n g a i d a n d h o p e ' t o m i l l i o n s ' 
of needy persons inhabiting! thb 
so-caUed Third World." \ 

The j papal messag'e mai"ke 
the opening phase of. the J25t 
annual [ Catholic Relief' Ove! 
sea^ Aid Fund Appeal, whic] 
supportjs global reljjef, self-he 
a n d s o c i a l w e l f a r e p r o j e c t s -

7 0 c o u n t r i e s . 

The second and majoi* phase 
of the campaign runs frcjm 
M a r c h 1 4 - 2 1 w i t h t h e c o l l e c t i o n 
the final day in all churches. 

" T h i s m e r i t o r i o u s w o r k J " t i e i 
P o p e s a i d , *'is "• s u p p o r t e d a: i d I 
m a i n t a i n e d b y y o u r b i s h o p s ; . .! 
and it is your generdeity* thatj 
makes so many of: tlfesel aetsi 
of mercy a reality ...." ' I" ' 

"Your little^ sacrifices b^qome, 
a mighty weapon against.. fhe i 
misery and despair Of. suffering 
people . . . Tbis is God's Worjc,"' 
h e d e c l a r e d . 
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Shade5 of Cardfhal 
A^ptiearing to lie following a practicej established by 

preaecessoi[i Richard Cardinal Ci|shlng, Boston's 
Meitetros dons a sailor hat 
while atti inding a i luncheon 

District headquarters iw\Boston priests 
armed forces :ehailains. (RNS) 

Wlher^ to''fVrite Your|l|eg:islators 

his 
Archbishop Hî rnberto g 
ana 
at 

gives a mock salute 
Naval 

serving as 

Ovd 

drains 
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t a k i n g , a • d e f i n i t e ! S t a n d 
; Spenp-llerner said, i "I am. qe'r-
taihly ip favor of aid to privale•„ 

. s c h o o l s a n d .wi l l s u p p o r t a sujit-
able plan within.the limits of. 
funds .available." ' ' j \ -

MI ariis av/Mting with, inrirlst' 
t h e ' F l e i s c h m a n n . C o m m i s s i o n , 
r e p o r t a n d i t s r e c o m m e p d a -

tions.^ ; " [ ; . . • 
T h e F l e i s c h m a n n i C o m m i s s i o n 

is a blue-ribbon apaiiel estab
lished last year^byi Gov. Rocke
feller 1jo study thp school! aid 
probleib. It w*as originally to-
r e p o r t t h i s y e a r b u t has., p o s t ? 

poned fts recommendations] uli-
t i l - n e i t y e a r . S c h o o l , a i d p r o 
p o n e n t ^ f e e l - t h a t i t h e d e l a y i s , 

na i imf t l i ' b e e a u S ^ 6^ t h e intnieaH? 
a c y o f t!he c r i s i s . 

" ''id 

mimmm mtt I H i i i i i i i 

ir FrecericK E. Warder was (an
other [who did notHake a ?pe 
c i f i c ' l o s i t i o n op. S p e n o - L e r n e r , 

yet he coiaiifented: " >] 
" I t i s . t h e t h i n k i n g , o f n i k n y . 

'-legislators'- jthat *a compromise 
s h o u l d b e ( w o r k e d o u t w h e i e p y . 

; s o m e >f t l t e p a r o c h i a l s t u d ; i i t s 

c a n a t t e n d ; c l a s s e s i n p u b l i c 
s c h o o l ; • a n d h a v e t h & p u h l i c 

schools reiinbuwed to ithe fa 
t e n t p f , . s e r v i c e s . r e n d e r e d / . 

5^did'ho^S.-^rdA^^ 
m a t e a c o m m i t m e n t ' oni- fe is • irote 

•$t6t against th^;bflL;; 
A s s e m b l y m e n . w h o ' d i d n o t 

answer are Charles D, Hendlrr 
, : so i i o f ' H o r n i e l l ; ' D o n a l d ( C . 

Shoemalcep of WehstGi* D&i W.-
C o o k o f B t e n r i e t t a L 

, Wednesday, February' 24; 197il 
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