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(By FATHER. • 
JOSEPH ;M. CHAMPLIN 

- The sdrf 'at beaches at San 
Juan, •Pufertoi Kico, is| delightful, 
but dangjeroys. A stitong under
tow draVvs bathers but to Ithe^ 
sea arid j high, irregular- waves* 
will stunj hesitant ori.unsuspect-

' ing persons , who fail1 to dive 
through.or rpfle oveii them. 

p n e day in early JTebruary a 
60-yeaiH}d jfewijsh njan, oiu va
cation if or a'few weuks, stayed 
out'told long in this Iricky body 

•of wateil. Slensing i'atigue he 
struggled! toi reach shore but 
found ' his waning si rength no 
match', fojr the powei-ful ocean. 

. Cries. fojf: h # brought' husky., 
dark-skinned | Puerto Kican life 
guards ip the rescue. They, 
tugged him to land very quick
ly, but ."their! anxious: £ace,s and 
waving armsi indicated the man 
was in serious difficulty. 

'. For- ten minutes the senior 

pard -tried mouth to mouth 
.resuscitation*. Others rushed an 
emergency! oxygen tcsk to the 
Scene, ^inially the n w stirred 

• a bit, breathed weakly, showed 
signs of life. By thib time an 
ambulance had-arrived and two 
men. carried ;the poorl fellow on 
•a stretcher over soft sand to 
the waiting j vehicle. Hurrying 
after them with a few articles 
of clothipg [ clutched in her 
arms was a frightened dis
traught wbjman, also 411 her late 
60s. The 
With no 
one. 

i neighbor—throughout the slurts 
or in the subtifbs, on the^hi^h:| 
way or at the beach. . . 

The lifeguard who saved this 

man's wife. Aione. 
dne by her side. No 

Yet 
along 

all 
the 

within view stood 
shore ;as I this mis

fortune uhfo|lded. And 50 morc 
bid spectators. crow,de<3- in a cir
cle aroun<jlj end abovd the pro-

v.;strate victim,. But not' a single 
soul', possessed sufficjient con
cern or cQtirage oif understand
ing to con;sMe this, shaken,, pet
rified woman in ner anguish. 

: ' ! >-\ 1 
v At the Entrance rijte in the 
new Order of Mass we spend 
a few moments silently, calling 
to mind oiir sins. Big ones. Lit
tle ones. Mortal, venial, serious, 
slight, by I woj&T or . deed, com
mission] or orMssion. Then we 
eohfessi.iiiĵ fyaj'iety |af forms) 1 
to almighty,/God- and to "you 
my brothepJarid sisters, that I 
have siiniedl ^tirough my own 
fault in feyj thoughts and in my 
words, in 1 what I have done, 
and in what! I have 

;do." 

The oh-ldoke^ that day in 
San Juan .committed no evil act, 

Aut ^they 
deed. For 
failure, 
not visit 

neglected 
Christians 

me, thirsty 
gave_ me nothing 
troubled, and ypu 
forted mei ' -T.'. 

and you did 

n T 

and you 
:o drink, 
,ver com-

ion 
11 on 

As we pxepaire to 
tfie -Sacred Mysteries 
after Sunday perhaps^ 
ent; examination of 
and coita 
will lead 
Christian living entails more 
than a qlose observance of neg-

precepts. I t includes 
command 

celebrate 
Sunday 

this sil-
(fonscience 

Hal'confess ion of sin 
45 to recognize that 

ative 
a positive 
'Christ ^ahd serve Him in 

Courier-Jourhal 

failed to 

a 
this 

good 
is a 

to 
also' 
find 
our 

person' 
That 
stoppec 
on the 
his wo] Tied 

life? What' about him? 
ight after supper he 
at the hospltaj to sheck 
old man and carnfort 

Wife. 

By FATHER RICHARD IVfeBRIE^ #. 
Q.. A few weeks ago you answeifeja a Question con

cerning the "zero population growth" moveiiient. In your 
replyyoiii'said: "There is nothing morally wrohg^witji.ttie 
views proposed by. the1 'zero population growth' advo
cates." Ybu realize; of course, that some of these people 
are iiri. favor of such population-control devices as abortion 
and sterilzafionTl assuinrtirat you did not wish to endorse 
these views. Orliid you? • > \ 

A. Nlo, I did not. Nevertheless, l ean understand how 
that [remark, could be'misinterpreted, especially if it'Were',, 
taken out of context. j 

T h e main b u r d e n of m y answer |\vas to | r e m i n d t h e 
readers that the Catholic Church dods not bondemn all 
fo rms of populat ion control and, indeed, t ha t p i e Church ' s 
leadership encourages fu r the r scientific invest igat ion to 
improve existing methods of population control. The coun
cil _stipulates, however, that "the reliability of these 
methods should b e adequa te ly p roven and their ' h a r m o n y 
with'the moral order should be #ear" (n. 87)< 
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