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On he Right Side 
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On the Line 

Here's to the 

'̂ •0 Martyrs1 

"By Bob Considine 
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the major eeclesiasti-
of 1970 was the can-

?b.y Pope Paul VI of 
English and -Welsh martyrs. 
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' After 4H? this has been a per
iod of thp.hiost determined sort 
of ecumenism dating j from the 
short *bu|t memorable! reign of 
.John XXIII, on the Throne o f 
Peter. There have beejn remark-. 

•. able tripjs by the present Pope, 
k new dialogue witifProtestants, 
Jews arid the Gr<po| Orthodox. 

»Church, j Thus the Raising to 
*-•• sainthood of 40 faithful Cath

olics, cruelly done in |by Henry 
. V n i and. Elizabeth I, was a sort 

-..of risky, bus&iess, considering 
"tihe slender ties of the-new re-
Ugjo.us accords between the 
Anglican Church- a|nd |R6me. 

• • The Catholic Church of late 
Has been dumping or downgrad
ing saints rather {.than: taking 

.,dn new ones. As a Catholic, I 
dan- gay that we'Ve m'ade St. 

• Philomena a hon-pjersoii to the 
dismay of countless children, 
churches, schools . and. hospitals 

"liamed foryher, if there was a 
her. A papal Bull las ques
tioned ..whether St. .Christopher 
gave',the Infant.a lhjt across a 
raver in th£ Holy lLand, and 
tpis affects millions ctf wearers 
qf his medallion, 
. ! . . : • • • - • . 

{ There's .been, a certain deni
gration of the'role of| S t Nfchd-1 

las . as a. giver of presents td 
children, which seemls to some • 

. o^us to be a-misguided attempt) 
" to %oot Santa Clau's. St. Val-~ 
. entinej sole support of many ai 

dandy-maker and greeting' card! 

E! rinfar" through the decades, , 
as also had his credentials 

Questioned. • • '.-

• { So,' then qame -40 new saints, 
this year, .genjeraily unknown! t& j 
ijhe faithful. The Vatican's pub
lic relations [department," if1 -it; 
exists,'is about as enterprising 
as that of. thi Dalai. Lama. The 
yatfcan does] not believe in a -. 
'fhajjd kell" on pew saints. Mat-" 

, ter of fact, i t generally -dis-.. 
r eouragfes admitting nejiv mem-
• heri to; sainthood. It has its own j 

Supreme Court -which decrees 
yrhefther or not a person or re-. 

' ligious group nominatnig. a de- { 
j ceased .disciple for sainthood.' 

I - y • • 

dan suce6ed. 
Couriersloumai « 

* • • 
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_ , 1946 I wias stationed in 
Conifiegne, France, with an Air 
France depot. 'Adjoining the 
bajse 'was a POTRT camp. German 
prisoners were'used in the de
pot work. There was^a wonder
ful Franciscan named Father 
George Kohorst, in his raid-
thftrtijes, who-had been a medic 
in*! the Wehrmacht, but whom 
thp Americans returned to his 
prj(e|stly role. He was appointed 
chaplain, .for Catholics in the 
POW camp. They did the same 
with a protestant pastor for Pro-
teStarits. Through Father K, I 
got. acquainted with a few Ger
man [soldiers, 17, 18, 19 years 
old. jffajiy of them were Beau-
tilul Souls, One was-Willi Fran-
Ken. p i s clean features and 
honest eyes would have made 
hipii the" perfect picture of the 
model Eagle Scout for the front 
page of the Saturday Evening 
Post . ' 

Wh|le Willi's English was in 
Germein idiom, it was clear. One 
day, remembering he was from 
Muen<|nen-Gladba.ch, I said' to 
Willi: f "Goebbels, the minister 
of Ptfqpaganda,,came from your 
city didn't he, Willi?"' "Yah," 
he rerilied. "Wasnt he supposed 
to. b e | a Catholic?" "Yah. But 
Herr Goebbels was no good 
Catholic. His mother though 
was k [Catholic. But Herr Goeb
bels rfo like his mutter." "Oh', 
corne on, Willi! Every man 
likes his mother." "No.. Hen 
Goebbels no like his mutter.. 
Ssheljfaf a big mouth." I thought 
to iiypelf* "A chip off the Old 
jaw.'V 

I : have often pondered the-

/ T h e cmse and identity of the 
HO new saints is btest presented 
in a c c e n t piece in "Arherica," 
published by the Jesuits of the 
'U.S. and Canada, ty Peter" Heb-
blethwajte, SJ. Father a Heb-
blethwaite, a good man with 
the pen] attended |the '.canoniza
tion ceremonies at St: Peter's 
in late pctober. H;re'are some 
of his observations: t 

,-' "The j (40)' mkrtyrs h a d 
shown i i o n e o f that enthusiasm 
for performing miracles that 
characterizes their Latin foro--

. thers;' tjelween them-' (English 
and W^lsn) they could only 

- muster one, and the canonical 
requirer rent of a second was 

-waived."' • '< ', 

Some famous last words of 
the martyrs1 were recajled: . 

"As . Edmund, C ampion. said 
at his trial:1 'In condemning us, 
you condemn "all 3 our'own an- -

(cestorS(' Father Johnj Rennet, 
„'asfced- by his • prosecutor what -
1 he thought. of thej Qujeeh y?ho 
would put him tb death,' re
plied, 'I am. her (subject; and,. 
as my, duty is, Iprayj io God 
for her and -have- done so this 
very' day, before you W r e .out 
of your bed; ' * . . . . . 
•. -Father HebblethwaitU on the-

* diversity of the 40: 

"They have nolhin^; of the 
plaster saint about them.' . ... 
They represent a croks-section 
of English Catholijc l ife;of the : 

'period: There wei?e tw|6^school-
. masters among them',: Richard 
Dwyn, from Llanidoesi in Wales, 
and Swithuii WellsL from Bram-. 
btiage near WJwtt^wI • <, 
There were thre? laywomerf 
ainohg the new sai lfe, fsfc. -Anne: 
Line; St Margare: ^|ard ari4 
St. Margaret. Clitherow..- -

" Margaret Clithi >rdw, . w h o 
lived.'at number 3(', The-Sham
bles, York, was slowly} crushed] 
to death by ,a. stone. Her hus
band called her 'the best wife 
hi England.'" . 
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Again jand again I think: "Oh, 
what wculd St, Paul do if he 
were here with the communi

cat ions sLVailable.J especially TV 
and radio! Yet l o w poorly the 
Church. Kses these media. Con
sider the influence o ! Dr. Billy 
Graham; and of Dr. Armstrong 
and his Ambassador .College 
broadcasts. Are our - bishops,-
consecraledr- overseers a n d 
teachers of the Word, less cap
able of i sing the (most effective; 
means -of communication? For ' 
thirty yiears th&\ QroT^r-w^r 

•> 

it 

stations since he began as a 16-
year-old- disji ]"o<?Rey« H f was a 
;news reporter -and columnist 
.for the local TBJjBUNE. and has 
a gift for getting the nevra, ir
ritating many people, 'enraging 
a few, but; keeping everyone 
interested. t 

! •' I ' •'' 
A. few months iago Kevin said: 

"W3LEA runs many religious 
programs as a public service. 
We've had several ministers of 
the area make tapes, wit only 
one priest. I'd .like to tape a 
talk show on your .views about 
the confusion in the Catholic 
Church today..Let's set k date." 
Unlike my patron, St. Paul, who. 
would have said: "Have!the-re
cording machine ready.(I'll be 
down in 14 minutes", I tempor
ized reluctantly: "WeM some-
timeJ* Since "sometime'^ wasn't 
happening Kevin phoned: "Can 
you be in jh* station U 3:30 
Tuesday/rolape the talk show, 

' "O.K. I'll be. there.!' 
Di 

identifi( 
Catholic 
cans in 

splenidi t!ti hon-

1 

and CiathoHc- Ameri-
the' voice of Bishop 

Pulton iSheen. Tbday there is 
no compjarable vo^ce or image." 

These f thoughts} surged from 
my subconscipus I on the occa
sion ofjitaping a "Talk Show" 
for Hcfnell's r a d i o Station 
WLEA,Jj."il68 on your dial." 
The Station is cjwned by As
semblyman Chajctles Henderson. 
Recently it got a' new station, 
managel. Kevin Boran, who is 

thirt|fsh.. inmocent-eyed, his-., 
tory teacher at Horjiell High, 
ajn̂  whfl has woarked with radio 

raents,! 
umlns,' 
end of 

'hbifd, 
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By .'Frs. 

Father Raymond Brown if 
one of American Catholicism's 
most distinguished scholars. H^ 
do^s- not issue eccentric statej-

he does not- write cblj-
he does not predict th^ 
the Church or the priestj: 

t , Inor qan he be said to 
: lijjie a hippie. Hence, there; 
o way he can be a "person--

alitv" and" become well Known^ 
among American Catholics. 

In A way, that's unfortunate) 
because.-senolars are. likely td 
get a ^hearing in the American! 
.Churjelij aj present only »if theyj. 
do something bizarre. Yet iTa-
th4r Brown, deserves a hearing, 
fbrj he is -the one American: 
Catholic theological scholar whc 
seeias to have the univeisal re 
spect both of; his non-CathoIit 
colleagues hy this l country and 
of European theologians. His 
twp-volfime. "Anchor" icommen • 
tary -oi| St: John's Gospgl is a 
work o f , awesome scholarship 
combined with an intelligence 
and bjlance that* makes that 
most difficult | of Gospels -come 
alive once again'.1 

/Hence, il? is.a' red' letter: day. 
when f a t h e r "Brown ventures 
into -nibre popular writing. His 
b§-o k ji. "Priest a'h d Blshopt' 

' jslica!| Reflections" itPaulist 
_ ess)j is perhapsi the best popf 
ular.dis|cussibn of >what the New 
'"estaiij.enfc.has to-'say oh the-

es'thpbd. 1 suspect it wil 
! ke father Brown some ene 

mi es. 

.fosf 
ilSfew 3(^stam<nt hbtion of dis 

eship, Faiher Brown raises 
•.e pertinent, questions abou : 

;n t phenomena in. th4 

of all arguing ftom ihk 

e s e 
GSthWMl 
ednesday, February 3 , l.ffrt 

ews 

K was-my first experience. 
Kevin,'like a. Gaelic David Frost 
delving into a man's sbul, in
troduced me.as a "controversial 
columnist [for the fiochester 
Courier-Journal, t h e {weekly 
which serves the people* of the 
-Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Rochester."! { \ 

• With thajt for an opener he 
began a gentle but adroit bait
ing qn subjects certainly in the 
minds of] men: ecumenism, 
birth contrbl, celibacy,- changes 
in religious life, especially of 
the. SisterSj The directions and 
response will be -reported in 
next week'ij; column. 

PerhajpS today, because of the 
shortage, of c l e r g y / w e 'may 

iiave to ordain me?i who are 
itngag«d full tilme In other 
1 asks and devote {only one day 
si week to a priestly function 
(e.g., [{celebrating Mass . on ' 
Sunday). But) tDiê  strength, of 
ihe Gospel ide^l of vocation 
i liggests that ^iich an ap / -
]>raachi wfll be ?cppsidered ,an 
exception' to the rule of a , 
t ulJ^tiAe. priesthood. Ep- 23] : 

Burn Is noti niidfoly-the part* 
time (priesthood that, he finds 
somewhat at odds kith the New 
Testament ideal.. He also con
tends) 1 hat the Mew Testament 
nition if discipleiship would im-
ply ,4 Iflermanent priesthood. 
Nsr is Father Brown willing to 
accept, w, the basis of the New 
Tustamjent the anument that a 
1U elon'g commitment to. • the 
piiesttiiod invblvfs an undue 
hardship. '"••'„. 

eak fretjiuently today 
ardshipsi as a modify-

tor in the Church's un-
ding of the lifetime 
Of priestly vocation., 
ate as that may- be. 
ho wishes td Question 

«rcy oif the "'Church), 
list recognize that in 
ispels the Tocation to 
j ' dlsciplefship is- por-
Ipreclsely ajs a vocation 

ijo hardships too severe t o be 
i g^ener;iUy,acceptable, fp. 24] 

i'; I •'"' 
Father Brown not dhly defends 

.deillbaci 
ground 
•C lurch 
ir': its 
icdal. 

t>e. i dj e a 1 . of ? priestly 
6n hNevi' Testaiient 

but ^ls» suggestsl the 
may very.well be with-

rights msisting on that 

. ...-precisely because the wit 
ness. of' celibacy Is conspicu
ously lacking in many other 
Christian [ churches, the Ro
man Catholic Church has an 
ecumenical .duty to the Gos-

. pel to continue to bear an ef
fective witness on this score. 
Perhaps this would be possl- . 
b le without a. law, but one 
ox priestly- celibacy that 
must admit that'it Is the law 

• o f p r i e s t l y celibacy that 
makes It clear that those who 
accept U'are doln£ §6 for the 
sake of Christ and not simply 
because they prefer to be 
bachelors, [p. 26] \-

In the second ,half. 'of his 
book, he ajsks whether thfe bish
ops are the successors Jc-f tiae 

apostles; He responds that they 
are in some sense but scarcely 
in a sense likely to reassure 
those bishops whô  think their 
role is thje same as the apostles. 

-Father Brown even raises the 
question;i£s to. .Whether •'func
tional apt staHc^y" might not 
be present in those Protestant 
churches I which, do - not have 
bishops. .;j . , * 

One young enthusiast I know 
expressed] [the opinion that Fa-
tfier Brown was a sonizoBhrenlo 
because'ihe had combined "a 
conservatiye** position Qn the 
priesthoodlwith,"a liberal" po
sition on ̂  the bishopric. Such is 
the wav ideologues think: 

. everyone lelse must be an ideo< 
lojgue like themselves, i t never 
occurred rfo this young Iperson 
that whether Father Brown waa 
a [liberal or a. cpnservative was 
completed irrelevant; the' real 
point is that hfe is a scholar; 
'priest anjd Bishop" is a refl4c-

' t i p of m seholarshiiJ. 
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