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Thinking &%% 
k a BadJoke 
By:Fr. Andrew Greeley 

• Sometimes I am persuaded 
that the only way $ keep one's 

. sanity in ; the contemporary 
American Church is to view the \ 
enterprise as tone of the great­
est comedies that the world has 
ever produced, a comedy which 
has been•servledup. for ouiS en­
tertainment and our enjoyment, 
and one that absolutely ought 
not to be; taken seriously. 
• For example, the "National 
Catholic Reporter'' has recently 
announced that . the liberals 

.have ; w o n the post-Vatican 
Council battlei arid, it's-, time to 
be optimistic .agaiir, t h i s , an-

: nouncement is followed by an 
. article^ .by Gabriel Mpran repOrt-
, ing that. religious^Vorders. are 

washed;!,up and thijn by an ap-
• peal for money to keep the 
NCR-from sinking. i('nj an for 
responding'-to the': appeal. Com: 
edy like that ought not to be 
permitted to perish. (And the 

1 NCR really is much funnier 
than "The Register" or "The 
Wanderer," t h o u g h they're 
pretty funny in their own way, 
too). " ' 

But the'most hilarious of re­
cent performances is the great 
non-debate r 'ag i n*% between 
Msgr. George; Higgins and "The 

' Commonweal"-over the slightly • 
battered subject of white ethnic 
groups. 

John DeedyL one of- the. wise 
men who dictates each Week in 
the columns Of "The Common­
weal" »what. all good ^Catholic 
liberals must think, recently "in­
dicated that hot everyone ".(in­
cluding, apparently, himself) 
was upset »by the Bishops' phase-
o"ut of the Task Force on Tjrban 
Affairs. According to. jbeedy, 
the concerns of the Task! Force -
"with the problems of white eth-
iiic\ workers look "like shuck-
ing\6ff the .guilt of. racism from -
the\piost actively racist."' 

Sure, ;Mr. Deedy; the Poles 
and the!-Italians and ' the Irish 
were the ones who [brought 
slaves to; the New World, who 
treated them as three fifths1 of 
a hurijan,, being in the| JJhited 
States Constitution, who agreed '. 
to tile. J p i Crow national com­
promise |jof the 1880s and who 
havej grown wealthy and power­
ful by kjaeping blacks in their •' 
place!., J ;.'•''. -, 

Never! mind the data?'which-
show that ethnics are le|ss racist 
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thanjj native! Americans with the 
same social class background. 
Never mind that, even though 
i t - i s their [schools, their jobs, 
their neighborhoods, and their 
churches that the liberal, elates 
have] decreed must be surren-
deredl the | reaction of ethnics 
has been astonishingly- mild. 

» ! ' 
Nejver mjnd that despite all 

the fears of liberals like you, 

the 'ivhite ethnics did not vote 
for Georg<* > Wallace '(though 
there! is a strange liberal dogma 
that:|they djd). It has been de­
cided in the .^bastions of New 
YorKj liberalism that white, eth­
nics are haifd-hats and hard-hats . 
are racist. You can have a pan­
ther isupper and^ persuade your­
self that you're-not a racist But 
those Poles they certainly are. 

Msor. Higgins rose stoutly to 
the ilefensS of .his colleagues, 
quoting anj earlier "Common-
wealtf j editqrial s a y i n g some 
kind things; concerning the pew 
cqncerti about white ethnics 
(cautiously; . kind; "Comifion-
weali1 never gets really ehthu-
siastie . a b-lo u t anything the 
(Jhurjch does). It turns out that 
Mr. 1 Deedy-I also •;wrote thje J edi­
torial, -whiph shows how! hard 
it is from tyeek to week t& keep 
the party line straight. ' 

But the j fun '^s only begin­
ning., Msgr. Higgins approvingly 
quotes "Commonweal" approv­
ingly quoting Msgr. Girio Ba-
roni's remajrk that there may be 
"lO.QJOO Imperiales" (an extrem­
ist white militant group), i Mr. 
Deedy (in his earlier manifesta­
tion)! notesl that "this is no idle 
worry" and! Msgr. Higgins^ adds,. 
"You bet your life it i sn ' t" 

Nonsensej, pure, unadulterat­
ed, high grade- nonsense. ^Vastly 
amusing nonsense but nohsiense 
nevertheless.' Mr. Deedy and the 
two Imohsignors all share], the 
assumption of the New York 
liberals: enhnics are haid-lhats 
and jraclsts. They are so Ifard-
hat ahd racist that unless some? 
thing is doine for them or! about 
theni they [are likely to starf col­
lecting guns in preparation for . 
shooing. The specter of ICI.OOO ' 
ImpSrialesiis pure.and 'comic 
fiction. I spppose that froinj Mr... 
Deedly arid Msgr. Baroni wej can 
expect not! ling else. But George* 
Higgins ought to know better, 
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all kinds of weed killers, but 
to no avail. Finally he wrote to 
the State College of Agricu> 
ture and asked for advice. Ten 

•days-later- he had a nice',.'neat 
note from the' College: Dear 
Sir: Regarding your prbblem 
with the dandelions, we suggest 
that you learn to love them'. 
Sincerely yours, . . . ." 

We are all living together, 
forming one Community. I 
think it is important that you 
know and understand what 
makes Catholics tick. One thing 
you will note about us is this: 
whether we aire good or bad, 
Church-goers or; non-church­
goers, devoted to jthe priests or 
hostile to them, ; loyal to the 
Church or undermining her .— . 
(Some Catholics do attack the • 
Church, but 'wonft leave- her. 
They always remftid me of .that 
unpleasant ad^tge: 'TD̂ s a dirty 
bird which tfoujls its own 
nest") — deep- in their souls 
they do believe m| the Catholic 
Faith, they do hold the priest 

, as some one special, and in 
danger of death they want, ev­
ery grace that t iey know the . 
Church can give. L . One day I" 
visited a man in the hospital. 
He was away from the Church( 
for 57 years, and very sick. I" 
said: "You. are a -very sick man. 

•Do you faint to go to confes* 
sion and Holy Communion, and ' 
return to the Church?" Slndeed 
I do." And he did. Thanks.be 
to God-. 

ity-'to you..-But after! all, it was 
written for my owii people. I 
simply send it to you that you 
may know what wettthink, how 
we think, and -whyi we think 
what we think. I do not expect 
you to believe.in private reyei-
ations although I do hope you 

. hold 'fast to1 the miracles\ of 
the Bible. Nor do I expect yott 
to love Our Lord's Mother! as 
we do. In any eventy J do w|ant 
you to be familiar with "jour 
thoughts. 
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. Father Francis Burns, an told 
teacher of mine, said in 2933: 
"Raow all you can about yjouir 
peoples The better you know 
them, the better you can serve 
them." Perhaps if you know us 

. better, you* will love us better. 
" I do hope so. 

So there we are. Keep smil­
ing and may the Good God of 
all of us bring grace to your 

souls and joy to your hearts. 

Cardinal Bea wrote: 'We 
stress one aspect which is of 
great importance for the priest 
in .his work for unity, namely 

^humility and the high esteem 
and 'respect we should bear 
towards our separated brethren. 
This springs from charity, ac­
cording to the words of Si. Paul: 
'Charity is patient, ' is kind. 
Charity feels no envy, charity i s 
never perverse or proud.* (1 

Cop. 13)" (Unity of Christians: 
p. 76) The, document on E C U ­
M E N I S M in-Vatican H is hardly 
a new creation. Bather it is 
Pope John's notion of aggriorna-
mento, the renewal, updating 
and development of, what the 
Church has always been saying. 
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And never asked for anything 
in return. • i 

Thp ..Vaticaini ajssailed auto 
racing the otlier day, ,bux the 
message didn't g^t as^-far as 
David B. Lockton,! president of 
the Ontario XCalif.) JJotor 
Speedway, Inc. 

The deceptively y o u t h f u l 
looking new innppjsario of the 
racing scene- is a product of the 
law schools ©f Yale and the 
University of Virginia. Indian^ 
apolis-born aind thus soaked 
from childhood in the lore of 
the track,. he bui It the *huge. 
Ontario complex — 35 miles 
from Los. Angjeles — from the 
debris of. other men's broken 
dreams. Half-a-«doZjen' of ; them, 
alt old hands at the game, had 
failed to put: th^ir deals t o / 
gether before Lockton moseyed 
by in August 1967. 

Ete was known, an racing by 
that time. His first clients when 
he opened Ms law office }n In­
dianapolis, weire some of the 
better known d^lvejrs who heed­
ed legal advice wijth their con­
tracts and off-course businesses, 

•With a goot Mend, Chuck 
Burns, he expanded that inter­
est to form Sports HeadHners, 
Inc^ and now' has, among, his 
clients Johnny Unitas and O. 
J, Simpson. _ 

Lackton saw a great chance 
for big league Pacific [Coast 
racing. He put; his money where 
his | dreams were, arid wbn ad­
ditional financial support from 

* ' - > 

-

the Wall Street firm .of Don-
aldson, Lufkin and Jenrette, 
and Pioneer Lands, New York-
based real estate, people. 

* The pntarip layout has a 2.5-
mile oval track, a bit faster 
tftan Indianapolis because of 
slightly*', banked straighaways, 
and a 3.2-nnle ' 20-turn road 
course for Grand Prix racing, 
There are seats for lJp.OOO for 
oval races, about 100,000 for 
the windlngl grinding road 
races. Two-and-a-half Disney-
lands cpuld fit into the com­
plex. Its parking lots have 
room for 58,000 cars. 

The place, incredibly enough, 
makes money even when there 
is .no. racing.! I t has become a 
tourist. attraction (for a price 
the rubbernejqkers take a bus • 
ride around! the courses), a 
backdrop for TV and fashions* 
a testing ground for engines, 
tires and other accessories.and 
.a school for people who want 
to know how to drive a car safe* 
ly at more than 100 miles an 
hour. - t 

> ( , I trmaKes more money, of 
course, when the races are'On. 
Two big ones are scheduled for . 
the next two months. They are ' 
the Miller High Wfe Stock Car 
500, with prizes totaling |225;-
000, and the 200-mile Questor 
Grand. Prix, | wherein the 20 
best European Formula 1 driv* 
ers will compete against the 10 
top Americans driving slightly 
more powerful Formula A cars. : 
About a quarter of a million 
dollars will he up for grabs! 
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