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B y Father John S. K e n n e d y . 

Edward Rice has -written, and 
provided" the many photographs 
for, "The M i n in the Sycamore 
Tree," whicth deals,- in Mr, 
Rice's, word?,, ydth "the good 
times and hard-life of Thomas 
Merton" (Ddubleday. $7.95). 
, Mr. Rice, A iree-lance photog­

r a p h e r and jwriter, met Merton 
when t o t h « e r e students at Co­
lumbia timversify in the 1930s, 
and ewwently Kept in j touch 
with iflm until Merton's death. 
In a 'reference to .his student 
days, Mr. Rice speaks o i him-
self» as then] a Catholic. I "sort 
of." l a t e r bf Styles himself "a 
modern, skeptic." 

He gives, lis a sketch .of Mer-
ton's life, some o f it drawn 
from Merten's.' own writings, 
such as "The Seven Storey 
Mountain", some from his asso­
ciation with Merton, some frnm 
letters and the observations of 
others. . 

• What is new to the reader is 
Mr. Rice's recollections of *ler-
ton in the Columbia years and 
the interval before Merton's en­
tering the Trappist monastery 
at Gethsemani. ' . . / 

Then cajme the conversioVto 
Christian conviction, but ly>t 
immediately to 'Christian disci­
pline. When finally' the latter 
was accepted, Merton sought ac­
ceptance hy the Franciscans 
was rejected, and turnecPto. the 
Trappistsi , * >x; 

One would hardly expect that 
Merton would find Jhe Trap-

. pist life easy, but at first he 
9 knew great happiness. Later 
'came illnesses, criticism of what 

he regarded as the'. incorrect 
application of the. Trappist rule, 
and difficulties with the Tra: 
pist censors over his writings. 

Eventually Merton was per­
mitted to construct a hermitage 

\ on the monastery grounds to 
/ live a largely solitary life. He 

Became", increasingly interested 
in oriental religions, especially 

. Buddhism. He -was. allowed to 
go to the Far East to consult 

« with experts on the religions 
ot ikat^-part .of tke world, and 

'it was there' that ho died. 
Dgsitfie plain «VlfcflM Ifl tliS 

contrary, Mr. Rice holds that 
Merton had determined never 
to return to the monastery, and 
that he. intended to plunge into 
Buddhist mysticism. 

The ^author, |8zarrely. qudtes 
two American mediums who say 
that -Morton came to Jthem after 

, his ,dea|h. The latter's revela­
tions Included one io tke et-

; feet that Merton "is in the 
. Eighth*Initiation jn Shigatze, 

Tibet, and, in a previous Jncar-
natiomjiad been a Presbyterian 
minisXei in Sweden. , __' 

This ' i s a- curious and contro­
versial ;book about Merton> and 
one c&not h e l p . concluding 
that he,would deplore-much of 
i t The photographs, hoTtfever, 

are interesting, many- of them 
new and revealing. jAnd - say 
what Mr.. Rice 'will-abont'-'. the 
unsympatfietib treatimeQU; of 
Merton at Gethsemanli eaten.-, fre 
would hajyefto admit! th'at^tne 
extraordinary. Mertonf w a s : not 
h e l d . t o the;: ordinary; ruletf.olf 

,that house. !' ' I h , ,f 
- , t ">: • * | i • • %. 

The dd§t wrapper oni Edward 
R. F. SheehanJsJ*Tpe 6overnQi?f 
(World.1 16.95) {£ l e c o r a t e f 
With pictures of 4 Bright: red 
wfretta ahift a sombre black;r-SijK 
flat- I t %£:•&& Jafterrp^esunm 
apiy, swhicti; belo * ""' 
epiori 
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The hovel, is intended to be 
satirical. But satire has. to be 
d >ne] lightly, and this is ia de-
p orably doughy business. The 
aithor is shooting at soifte tar-
g i t s ] which should 
spared, b u t he is shooting 
shot .rather than elegant ar­
rows, and much of the ajnnui-
n tion -blunders widfe of, the 
n a r k . 1 . • ' ' 

Eminett Shannon is a p&rtic-
u a r l y distasteful specimen*' in 
l a r g e measure a palpable 
piidny. He is without. (discern 
it le 'substance,. and impossible 
t( believe in pr care about The 
novel's archbishop is a con-„ 
struct of traits; of,' and anec­
dotes, about, **-a, *eal persoiage, 
bif.t ;by n o - m e a n s a portrait 
rounded or in depth. As for the 
foul-mouthed, unscrupulous pol 
iticians who roar and rampage 
through these pages, they 
not he libels. 

theieovl 
i i i 3 

, The^" fictitious • kovfernbr •!&£?. 
* question Js > Enrm"etti(Shannon8;. 
fVHls s i l t e h Maskadha|6ttSi A t t d p 
';ithe hi|ettSt signalizes [a prelate^ 
fkjtiown.'aa. the archbishop off 
•S;« .™ i , i . , , . i« e TT- 4 . ^ ,n 0 0 ther 

v wUl think 
l i m . 

^Massachusetts. H e . 
name. fiut=not a £e 
| h | t theyreeogniit 
C J h the' Spotlight- here! are the 
Irish CitKolics, in politics and 
in' ithe Church < Mr. jSheehan 
knows quite a ;bit about- the 
specie*, none of it venr flatter-

' ing. H e also has pickejd; up and, 
after a b i t .o f cbokeM dished 
out a great deal'of gossip. It is 
not exactly a savory serving. 

Courter-Journal 

by- IJhilip MorsbejgeV, 
and' Rdnald . Hayes 
craftsman in metal, 

will | be presented at the Me­
morial Art Gallery in the 19J0 
Jurors Award Show t h o u g h 
Feb . | 7 . , "• ' .';. 

.Pearson,: whose workshop is on 
TuryTTitl .Rd., perinton, is pep-
^apst best -known locally t o r his 
silvek and, gold jewelry p (eces 
sold tat Shop One (of which he 
is ' ai"co-owner) and at other 
shops across, the country! The 
varidd cbllectiohof Pearson qb-
jectsi in the .Gallery $ho\r:. In­
cludes jewelry, sculptural pieces 
in bipnze, cojpper, nickel, si lver, 

iron, and prototype^ [of 
of his designs for in-

l Rudolf 
scribed as t h e . 
exciting 

Niireyev, often de-f 

and 
some] 

, dusti y. 

Ph jip Morsberger, art pi ofps--
sor at Bosary • Hill \ Colege, 
taugtt until' last fall at Koch-
ester Institute of; Technology. 
His most recent previous jorie-. 

feljow was last spring [^t 
etih^College.',His .woiflktin 
lurors-

test and most 
dancer l ihjthe w|>rld 

today, will appear J in person, 
with £he Australian pallet Com­
pany' on^ Tuesday a^d 'Wednes­
day,; Feb. 16 and 17, at .8:15 
p.m-; ;in the vEastmkn The&bre. 

Ntireyev made world head-
. lines ; in thie summer of |ll9.6l' 
when he ' eluded Russian secu­
rity.; men[ in Le Boutget airport 
b|y jumping over &.'flrailway to 
sanctua|y_l with tfie French 
ppiiee. J '•' j " 

He had'been on'tbur wit! the 
dancers {of Russia's Kirov Bai-
iet, .and was awaiting departure 
for London. , •- ,-

' * I f • •• ! . ' '."* 
While {wailing he learned |that 

h^ was not to accompany tpein 
bjit was to be sent back] to 
Moscow | presumably to be (dis­
ciplined ) for "insubordination, 
npnassiriuliation, and dangerous 
individualism." | At that instant 
he decided to seesk asylum!; in 
Paris. His jump to freedom j was 
fjk>4t pake news throughout the 
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tralian Ballet Companiy's •firsts 
tour of the United States, i]t has 
already teen jaccjajihed in more 
than.f ifty capitals of Europe, 
Asia and S<^uth Amerfpai! . 

^ i * • 
The Australian Ballet (is a 

"young" company, /the! average 
age' fteing 22, with ninety per] 
cent o i its 100-member troupe' 
graduates 'of this balltk's j own 
school. -Nevertheless it boasts 
that .its primipals have dsneed 
with? most t oi;- the great liailet 
companies j'of. the woirld and 
have) international' reptktations. 
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