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Washington D.C. — (RS 
•Distresseid over "ambigu ities, 
uncertainties a n d doibts" 
among CJatholics 'concerning es
sentials of faith, P o p V P a i l ex. 
horted bishops around t h e 
world-to remain cognizant 
their "grave and urgent 
to proclaim authentic 
teaching. 

He indicated that such 
doctrines, as the Eucharis 

I Church as the "instfume: 
salvation," the priestly minj 
prayer and the sacramen 
indissolubility of mai 
respect for life, and 
''divine authority" ?of Scrii 
axe not-safe from attack |by a 
"radical 1 de-mythologization" in 
the world today. 

In a 4,600-word "apostolic ex
hortation" directed to* "all bish
ops in |peace and communion 
with the Apostolic See," the 
Pope said that the "present po
sition of the faith demands of 
us increased effort'' so. that 
God's word may be presented 
"Without falsification. . 

k 
t T h e Pope's message, was is

sued to mark the fifth anniver
sary of the close of the Second 

Vatican Council. 
Urging the -world's bishops 

Christianity jcut off from' the 
unbroken tradition whichj links 
it to the "faith of the Apostles^ 
and a tendency to extol aJChris-
tian life deprived of religious 
elements." j • > ;. ! 

He said the People of God 
have an "inalienable'and fesacred 
right" to receive the Word! of 
God, the entire Word of God,. 
and~1hat rtrie Church is t h f 
rightful dispjenser of the Word. 

.Commenting on sociological 
surveys, such as those on popu
lation control, he acknowledged 

fori, the light,' 

% 

tJrging openness Ao questions, 
patiience $ t h those "groping 

fprfebearance with, those seeking 
to ['reach their Father's house," 
Pope Paul Warned of the diffi

c u l t y of making correct assess
ments. He Icalled it one of the 
"most difficult" but also one of 

^hel "most jnecessary" tasks of., 
bishops-today, 

friendship and for- purposes of "the indietahent, 

re 

in "discerning 
but, warned 

to continue their., task 
"handing on the faith in 

for 
its 

fullness/* -Pope Paul wame'd 

that, "ihany of* faithful are 
troubled in their f a i t h , i y an 
accumulation of ambiguities, 
uncertainties and doubts about 
its essentials." 

Pope Paul warned the bish-. 
ops of tendencies in the vorld 
"to reconstruct from, psyqliolog-
ical1 and sociological d?ta a 

their usefulness 
thought patterns, 
that conclusions from siich sur
veys cannot, of themselves, 
"constitute a determining cri 
terion of tnitn." 

i 
He expressed ^'encouragement 

and support" for theologians 
and Scripture ^scholars as well, 
but then cited a German bish
op's .statement .which affirmed 
that theology "can only find its 
norm in the Church.,,." lamotjg 
believers. . ; j • 

Similarly,] he noted, {human 
scientific research is limited in 
examining revealed dajta be
cause the data itself transcends 

the analyses, "both in'origul 
and content" • | i 

I Urging bishops to speak qjit 
despite fear of criticism, Pope 
Paul said; ""However necessary 

•the function of theologians, it|is 
not to'the ljearned that God Iws 
confided the duty ofe- authentic
ally ihterprjeting the faith,", but 
to the bishops who are/'itspson-
sible . . . -nefore God. It is for 
the bishops to tell the Ipeople 

what pod ajsks them to believe.'' 
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Accused4f{ **.w*-v Y*V:[ 

Sacramento, Calif. —' (RNS> •— Six men have been1 indicted 
by a federal grand jury her* on eight counts of violating the 1968» 
GunjlCdntrbl Act. in a n allej eil plot to thwart Cesar Chavez. 

jtfhe charges ostensibly Unked the six- men to a Nov. 3 dyha-
~mite| explosion at the •beadquarteifs' of the ijnited Farm Workers 
.Organizing Committee <lJiW|OC) J toe Chavez union, in HoUister. 
Howfeyer, the assistant U.S. jAttojrney,' Bruce Babcock, said, that 

lie plot did not progress/to jthe 
an undercover agent-WHO made 
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