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The ETF — although not con

stituted to explore the parloch-
: ial CCD programs — stated fhat 

"greater, resources in. personnel 
and finances will need to b4 in
vested in religious education 
for public scho^Iers.1 

Father- Brent:" explained the 
group's, conviction that the con
tinuation of/the | Catholic school 
"system" comes; second to- the 
religious education. program K 

"Religiotis education pert • se 
will need«more; resources in 
years ahead. As, these 'expand 
they may draw somewhat f com 
the present resources • Enjoyed 
by the parish school. It's regret
table that the schools wip suf
fer,, but we believe that ade
quate finances and effort must, 
increasingly go to the whole re
ligious education! program.' 

2CO-"; Five major programs on 
nomics were presented.'suggest 

• tog how the diocese- and par
ishes "might finance the elemen
tary schools' . and reverse ithe 
"cost squeeze." i l ' . ' 

Increasing ihcom&T by inten
sively "selling" pjarepts and pa
rishioners on then* .school's 
unique values, finding new Con
tributors among parish-school 
alumni, soliciting endowments 
and persisting ini campaigns to 
obtain parent-tuition aid from 
New York-State were among the 
suggestions. ' 

Costs could be^reduced in 
' many instances, the*report said, 

by cooperative buying services 
shared among a group 'of par
ishes and by consolidating bith 
convents and - school' buildi: lgs 
where proximity of parishes 
and enrollments made the mea
sures feasible. 

.' The Bishop would have sonje 
control, of .diocesan, disburse
ment of funds to schools in I fi
nancial difficulty if the parishes 

would accept a "salary pool" 
proposal and would also con
tribute by assessment' jto' an 
"emjergency fund'1 to be kept 
ready for -rescue ! of troubled 

p a r t e , the repcrt said. 
To fight'the .teacher-drain of 

Sisters leaving'.tye classrooms 
and 1 to attract qualified- lay 
teachers, the ]ETFi recommend;-
ed that the Catholic : school 

. system be made '-'highly attract -1 tive as an apostoMe and aj'pro-
• fession." Vi • \ 

Salary' scales Jjiust • bel im
proved" and thef philosophy of 
Catbjolnr eduoationi should be re
formed,, it paid. , : ' 

Discussing the Asters' status 
the !ETR suggested "saboatifcal. 
leaves for Sisters who have been 
teaching a long time to provide 
intellectual stimulation s 4 o m e - i 
times lacking aftet; many years 
in the elenientary grades."' 

It also uf ged'establishment of 
a "personnel, board for teaching-
Sisters with the possibility ; of 
applying for positions in' any 
Catholic school jather than only 

'those,staffed by, their own con
gregation." .,-•' 

The possibility of using more 
lay people in teaching for lim
ited periods, like VISTA work
ers or Peace Corps volunteers, 
or in providing auxiliary ser
vices in the classrooms was pro
posed. • • . ' » " r • • 

• Lay teacher appreciation5 pro
grams were urged for parishes. 
To publicize the lay teachers' 
qualifications in the parochial 
school and to encourage more 
contact between parents and the 
lay teachers would ihelp parents • 
understand the1 contribution Of * 
the lay teachers to the schools, 
it was said. '- • ." • 

: ' — \ 
To turn back declining enroll^: 

merit the ETF ,called for an i: 
tense recruitment of prinL.-.,, 
graders, information programs 

tQiihehj the whole parish know 
its school's virtues ;and improve
ment of spirit within the school 
and between teachers 
eritk. 

I 
and-par-

, Jpening new kindergartens, 
getting pre-schoolers* :parents 
inteijested in the jparish school 

"and iencouraging school visita-
tipite . were cited for helping 
rajsej school,enrollments. Gen
eral public relations suggestions 
urJgied. more pulpit prontotion of 
pajrofchial education ana news
letters to parents.; 

Task 
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1. 

Ag:ies 
-Members of the 

toerg; Sisters Ruth 
sejring, SSJ., M. sfephahia 
deck' SSNK, Ann jMille 
E>_ John Herbert of 
William J. Me Qonaic 
nevarDr. Thomas R. 
Elknira, Robert J J Pier 
Norman Driscoll of 
Msgrj. William ljl.i Rbche 
Ithacia, - -Fathers i James 
of! Wayland, Joseph J 
of! Rochester and 
Vogt! of Henriettal-

Force 
Kes-
Wal-

r, RSM,;. 
Auburn^ 

of Ge-
CUrran of 

and C. 
Rfatiestef? 

of 
Marvin 

Gerjsitz, SJ;, 
c 

Geiorge 

Department'of Education 
fejfs |bes|d|es Father Brent 
the iTasi 'Force were, 
Aljbert Sliamon, Qerald 
L*|on HJart, CSB.* ant 
Holland 

ses sions 
t i e 

ay 

Besides plenary 
' Genejva, i sections ! of 
Force dialogued: with 
priests, religious''and 1; 
bOajd nieinbers to. 
tags held in Auburn, 
Ddnsville find,Rocjheste£ 
parishes! 'expressed 
ce!rn by electing, a Cooidin 
Committed which propuci 
full region il plan1 for 
to study] . . 1 

open 

thair 

Five major prograins rewrnmended by. the Edu
cational; Task Force for meeting Schools' financial 
problems: • • 

Maintaining and increasing present income: 
"selling" school support by informing par-, 
ents and parishioners of-the quality of the 
parish school and reporting on the, use of 
money given for the.,,school. 

>. • V . . J . . ' l'~. 
.2. Reducing costs: cooperative purchasing .ser

vice,, consolidation of schools where prox-
ijnlity-and enrollments riiake it feasible, bbn-

. . splijation of convents, j • £ ' ' • 
3 . . G e n e r a t i n g n e w s o u r c e s o f r e v e n u e : cajrt-

paigh for state aid, sejliciting "scholarship 
. .sporisorsi" a n d e n d o w m e n t f u n d s ; l o a n s frorri 

surplus parish funds. | 
; v • •» ' • 

4. [Eqmitable distributioii of monies: establish
ment of a '•salary pool",and "emergency 
iurict," both contributed to by parishes with 
schioipls. 

5 . . ISet uniform- a c c o u n t i n g s y s t e m f o r s choo l s ' • 

' Imoinjies,'' ' ' - I 

staf-
on 

Fathers 
Connor," 

Danielj 

tted, had considered four op-
Ions in analyzing facts and • 

opinions in their 3 month's 
search. Theyrhave been asked to 
offer the Bishop criteria for de
ciding whether t h e diocese 
should*; • |. 

• Maintai|n a inaxi-system of 
schools, keeping a major pro- ; 
portion of the children of the-
diocese in their parish schools. • 

- • Settle ifpr a mini-system, 
holding onto a. selected half of 
the present parocHal system by 
consolidation, financial adjust-, 
ments. and- reassignment of Sis-
tefS: •' * ! 

• Close the whole school sys-
The Tyflij Forcê  Father Brent ,S tenx within the year. • ' 

• permit s u r v i v a l of the 
wealthier schools, letting others 
gradually give up when their, 
finances forced, them to close. 

"tye may not be able to reach 
this choice of providing' for the 
max^-number," Father Brent 
saidi "But the people have 
asked us to tell them what can 
be done. This report gives pa-
,rishi[oners their own choice to 
.save! their schools. . 

'% relieves the Bishop of set-
tingja list for- closing and leaves 
it uj> to the parishes that these 
action programs, used by indi
vidual parishes { and regional 
groupings wili r e v e r s e , the 
forcps w h i c h .threaten the 
schools now;," 

ENMiiLLMENT 

2. 

Suggestions madfe, by Educational task Force for' 
stabilizing and improving school enrollments: 

1. Inaugurate programs of recruitmeht: start 
new kindergartens;; visit "'homes of pre-schobl-

, .̂  ers; school visits'by new parent-parishiop,ers 
. *.and small children. •', .' " i • 

General public! relations' programs to dV 
vscribe unique 'qualities of Catholic elerneln-
v t a r y a n d ^ Secondary sehoojs: sehoeJl-visita-
tibns; "open-hojase" programs;, pulpit-promo
tion of parochial education; ^newsletters] to 
parents; arficles in' parish bulletins; features 
in the > G.OURIErl-JOURN>VL and seculli" 
press. .̂ .: " ' • 

Impovernent ojj school programs and,rela
tions with parents: build school spirit a>id 
loyalty; investigate jreasons for leaving parish 
schools; reform school -programs to retain 
students;'-improveipublic relations contacts 
between, teachers land parents." ', . . . 

Dispute Penha. Abortion LaWv 
Pittsburgh — (RNS) —, Two 

Allegheny ^County Judges have 
ruled Pennsylvania's 1939 law 

: prohibifing' abortion- to -,^e un
constitutional. * 

Three wpnien, who admitted 
to having' had abortions -chal
lenged the law wheii hofipitar 
records on; abortions were sub
poenaed' by District Attorney 

i Robert Duggan.He wasattempt-
i ing to prqye that the hospital's 
, physicians had. ^consjrired to 
i commit rillegal ^abortions. 

Judges'LoreniL-. feewisi'and 
• Anne X. "Alpern; called.,ithet-law 
unconstitutional, because "it pro
hibited illegal abortions and im-

[ plies there can'the legal.?abor-
tioiis withoujt specifying, them." 

in 1970 Ipehter Coiinî  Judge 
R. Paul Campbell also declared 

, . ^ , „ ... , ' the law invalid; .calling, it a n in-
C D U r X I E R - I Q U F i | 4 A L vasion of 4 e right of indiviaual 

—»_.™.—™. j . - - - . . • • j.and marital/privaxy. So; far';the 
couh^.' n j l ings %ve ' a p i i e d 

I only ,.to •' tHe Counties, in. .which 
they were madfe, bull stafpj of-̂  
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ficials have , appealed 
cisions. ' . 

; iA 1)P to Uberalize^Hek abor-
,Qoft lav v(fas filled by the ::iast 
session of the state legislature.; 


