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— The Slot Man 

Old Woman's 
Christmas 
By Carmen Vigliicci 

Dr. Maurice J. Gormican fleft), attending physician at St. Mary's Hospital, 
is pictured with Francis DiTotto and his wife, Gail, who recently gave 

birth to a baby boy, Michael Robert. 

Hospital Allows Husbands to Attend Birth 
Husbandsh may now be pres­

ent through all stages of the 
birth and delivery of their chil­
dren in St. Mary's Hospital. 

Coupled with the new policy 
was the announcement this 
week that the hospital has in­
augurated a Family-Centered 
Maternity Care Program. 

The program provides child­
birth education classes which 
prepare the couple for the 
childbearing, experience. They 
are encouraged to share the ex­
perience to the extent they de­
sire, including the actual de­
livery. 

The husband has extended 
visiting privileges, his questions 
are answered, hospital proced­
ures are explained, and physi­
cian's remarks are interpreted 
when necessary. The education­
al program, it was noted, "is 
designed to give parents the 
means to build a strong, healthy, 
happy and secure family life.'' 

Classes for expectant mothers 
are conducted throughout the 
year. Information may be ob­
tained from the physician. Ex-

St. Jude's Lists 
Christmas Plans 

A celebration of Christmas 
at St Jude's Church, 4100 Lyell 
Road, Rochester, will begin at 
11 p.m. on Christmas Eve with 
the Adult Choir singing a med­
ley of Christmas Carols. 

A Christmas Vigil Service be­
gins at 11:30 p.m., featuring a 
"Children's Pageant" depicting 
the Christmas Story in proces­
sion to the Sanctuary Creche. 

The feast of the Holy Fam­
ily will be celebrated on Sun­
day, Dec. 27th, with all fami­
lies requested to receive Holy 
Communion t o g e t h e r as a 
family. 
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JOSEPH DE GEORGE CEILING 
647-3795 

SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 

Open the Gate to A New Year 1 

I NEW YEARS EVE 
at the Sheraton Gatehouse 

-fc Complete Dinner 
Sirloin Steaks, Lobster Tails, 
or Veal Parmegiana - Served 9-12 

* ALL YOU CAN DRINK 
Rye, Scotch, Bourbon on the Rocks 
(Fancy Drinks Slight Extra Charge) 

ENTERTAINMENT 
To The 

Music of 

MATT SCHERZI 

-K 

HATS, NOISEMAKERS and 
Heck o£ a Good Time 
BREAKFAST AFTER THE PARTY 
ALL THIS For Only $QQ95 
Tax and Tip Included w 
With Motel Room $49.95 Per Couple 

RESERVATIONS 334-9300 CARL H. ZITRIN, Gen. Mgr. 

Sheraton-Gatehouse Motorinn 
4835 WEST HENRIETTA ROAD, EXIT 46 NEW YORK THRUWAY 

pectant parents desiring to tour 
the maternity department may 
contact the maternity super­
visor. 

Church Window 
Stars in Show 
At Planetarium 

A "Mother and Child" stain­
ed glass window in Blessed 
Sacrament Church is featured 
in the climax of the "Star of 
Christmas" show at Rochester's 
Strasenburgh Planetarium on 
East Avenue. 

The show, which explores the 
"astronomical possibilities" and 
symbolic m e a n i n g of the 
Bethlehem, star, closes with a 
panorama of Gothic arches dis­
playing the Blessed Sacrament 
window. It will run through 
Jan. 3. 

There will be no showing on 
Christmas day, New Year's eve 
or New Year's day. 

Tftie old woman had long ago 
disabused, herself of the idea 
that Christmiases depended on 
price tags and home-movies and 
all the falderal of wreathes, tin­
sel and tinkliing bells. 

I t isn't that she is a cynic or 
even an. intellectual person. 
And she would never allow her­
self to be depicted as excep­
tionally good. 

God knows, she muses, that 
as a child she delighted in the 
tantalyzingly-wrapped presents 
under the tree and the thrill 
of "Sanity Claus" amd the won­
derful magic of little people's 
Christmases. 

And, as yeairs passed, she 
annually worked to bring about 
the same mystique for her own 
children. But somewhere, prob­
ably during the Great Depres­
sion, realty had, forced a dif­
ferent outlook upon her. She 
and her husband just couldn't 
afford the usual toy trucks, 
dolls and games. In fact holi-
day-ish gifts sudh as white 
muffs and "•plaid scarves gave 
way to practicalities such as 
overshoes and ear-muffed caps" 
which passed as Christmas gifts 
but also served as necessities. 

Indeed they were hard put to 
make a "decent" contribution 
to the church and although, 
their table was always bounti­
ful and spiced by home-made 
cookies and cakes, there were 
years when they were embar­
rassed by the meager attempts 
at gift-giving. 

But aside from that, she and 
her family experienced the most 
thrilling of Christmases, each 
surpassing the last. In spite of, 
or because of diversity, a bright 
and sinewy miracle grew. 

The old lady, even then a 

realist, quickly discerned that 
she and hers had stumbled onto 
the miraculous order of God's 
world. They knew the real 
meaning of the celebration of 
Christ's birthday. 

Her husband passed on and 
her children and their chil­
dren' grew up into the world 
where joy is reserved for once 
a year. They are well-off enough 
to buy the customary gifts and 
have reverted to such celebra­
tions that are supported by 
piles and piles of fancies. Yet 
each Christmas they search 
their children's eyes in vain to 
see that sparkle that would re­
flect the spirit of Christmas 
buting in their little breasts. 

But the old woman knows. 
And although She recognizes 
that the little things her grand­
children bring her (did I say 
grandchildren, make that great­
grandchildren) are of great sig­
nificance and she acts in like 
manner, she realizes she is only 
pretending. 

For she has her own secret-
heart Christmas. She goes to 
early Mass where not too many 
Will take notice of her blue-
flowered bonnet and gray cloth 
coat. She says her rosary with 
added fervor on this day and 
then trudges home. 

There she bakes the tradi­
tional cookies, cakes and breads 
she has made for some 70 years 
because the kids like them but 
even more b e c a u s e in the 
kneading and rolling she can 
think clearly of her husband, 
their hopes and dreams, and of 
her own c h i l d r e n , forever 
young. 

For she is one of the lucky 
ones and for her Christmas will 
never die. 

Now you need moisture in 

your heated home air to keep 

you comfortable. 

Winter air wil l seep into your home this 
season to be heated and reheated — each time 
reducing the humidity In your home until i t is 
as dry as a desert. This means you wi l l be un­
comfortable even though the temperature may 
be at the level you want. Dry skin develops and 
you notice static electricity everywhere. Your 
nasal passages are dry. Solve this low humidity 
problem with a West Bend humidifier. It moistu­
rizes the air in your home to help relieve the 
many discomforts of too dry air. It's portable 
and is plugged in a regular electric wal l outlet. 

Stop in a t R.G&E Appliance Center at 
89 East Avenue or call 546-2700, extension 2428. 

Model 4013 
WEST BEND® 

$ 79 95 
2-speed HUMIDIFIER 

adds moisture — and 

comfort — automatically 

ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC 
89 EAST AVENUE, ROCHESTER. N. Y. 14604 • 546-2700 
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