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Little Nipper .

Ronmnie Brooks, 3, is little impressed with the dignity of a prince of the

Church and bites the fingers of John Cardinal Krol, who had been chuck-

ing the lad under the chin at his annual Christmas party for handicapped
youngsters in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. (RNS Photograph).

Free Diplomat, Pope Urges

Madrid — (RNS) — Pope
Paul issued an appeal for the
release of the West German
diplomat, Eugen Beihl, who was
kidnaped Dec. 1 apparently as
a hostage for 15 Basque na-
tionalists,

The Basques — including two
Roman Catholic priests—have
been tried by courtmartial in
Burgos, Spain, on charges of
gandatry, terrorism, and mur-
er,

A note issued by the Apos-
tolic Nunciature said that Mrs.
Beihl, the diplomat’s wife, had
sent a cable to the nunciature
asking papal intervention for
the release of her husband.

‘“The Pope,” the note said,
“who has already intervened
many times in defense of hu-
man rights, cannot remain in-
different to such an entreaty.”

It added that the nunciature
was “therefore, making public

the Pope's ardent desire and .

prayer that Mr. Beihl will be
freed and returmed quickly to
his family.”

Beihl, West German honor-
ary consul in the Basque pro~
vincial capital of San Sebas-
tian, was seized, allegedly, by a
splinter group of the Rasque
separatist organization, ETA
(an acronym for ithe phrase,
“Basque Fatherland and Lib-
erty”).

Vatican Decree
Now Official

Vatican City — (RNS) —
A papal decree formally dis-
banding the pontifical gendar-
merie and setting up a civilian
law enforcement agency was
published here Dec. 15.

The decree refers to a de-
cision announced by Pope Paul
VI on Sept. 14 and communi-
cated by letter to Jean Cardi-
nal Viliot, Vatican Secretary of
State,

In accord with the decree,
the Papal Gendarmes — eight
officers and 140 men - — who
functioned as the official
“police” of the 108.7-acre Vati-
can City state, will cease all ac-
tivities as of Jan. 20, 1971,

A new “central guard” of-
fice, which is to form a part
of the administrative system of
the Vatican city-state, will have
a purely civilian character.

Courier-Journal

His fate, reportedly, hinges
on. thé outcome of the delibera-
fions of the five-man panel of
Army judges. Six of the 15 de-
fendants face sentences for
their alleged role in the killing
of Meliton Manzanas, head of
the political police in the Bas-
que province of Guipuzeoa in
August, 1968. The other defend-
ants face heavy prison sen-
tences.
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ROOM FOR PRAYER

Washington, D.C, — (RNS)
— A small room in the Penta-
gon has been dedicated as a
quiet place for meditation and
prayer by Secretary of Defense
Melvin R. ILaird. Laird ex-
plained that the maeditation
room “is an afirmation that,
though we cling to the principle
that church and state should be
separate, we do not propose to
separate man from God.”
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o Wedding Receptions
® Businéss Meetings
® Holiday Parties
® Home Parties -

288-7655

DISTINGUISHED CATERIN G
WEEKDAYS AVAILABLE FOR.

® SALES MEETINGS ® BUSINESS SEMINARS

~2328
BROWNCROFT
BLVD.

Just off Expressway

8 MIN. FROM DOWNTOWN
YOUR PREMISES OR OURS i
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“A leader in Quality for over a century”’

PRICES SEAFOOD

GOODMAN PLAZA

826 Goodman St. N.

OPEN EVENINGS TiL 6 P.M.
DT TS PR TN RS TP ST T o b

WM&WW&WMMMM’%&'

ENJOYMENT

FRI. EVE. 7:30

OYSIERS - FRESH FISH
LOBSTERS - SHRIMP
CLAMS - SCALLOPS

SQUID - SMELT
OCTUPUS - EELS
CUTTLEFISH
'CAPITONES
SARDINES, ETC.

Phone 288-8040
SAT. TIL 5 P.M.
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The House
of Good

2851 W. HENRIETTA RD.
- CLOSED
CHRISTMAS DAY

To Allow Our Employees
A Chance To Enjoy The
Holiday With Their

) Families.

Wednesday, December 23, 1970
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