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Closed in Last 3 Years 

New York — While the en
rollment iii the nation's Catho
lic elementary- and secondary 
school system has declined 10 
per cent since the Fall of 1967, 
the annual cast 6f operating the 
schools has increased $200 mil
lion. The church has closed 7 
per cent of its schools in three 
years. 

A sharp drop i n the number 
of teaching-Sisters and. a pro
portionate rise in the ranks of 
the lay teachers drawing larger 
salaries than the religious was 
a major factor in the rising op
erational costs. 

^ These. statistics w e r e dis
closed by the National Catholic 
Education Association in a re
port that was based on informa
tion from its new computer-
operated data bank. The bank, 
established in 1969 under a 
grant from the Carnegie Corpo
ration of New York, compiled 
the data from records in almost 
12,000 schools. 

There has been a constant 
erosion of parochial schools 
over the last three years as pas
tors and diocesan officials have 
eliminated o r consolidated their 
schools when it became econom
ically unfeasible to carry on. A 
recent example was the Buffalo 
Diocese, where parents were 
notified that 10 schools would 
be closed next year. 

The report showed that tui
tion, which has been the back
bone of parochial school financ
ing, now pays only one-third of 
the cost in elementary schools 
and three-quarters in the high 
schools. 

The average elementary pupil 
cost i s now $200 a year against 
§145 i n 1968. 

The secondary school cost is 

The soft shoe. 
Because your feet 
have it hard enough. 
Soft Supple Kid leather has 
to be kind to your feet — 
and more fashionable in 
the unstructured look of 
today, Elegantly tailored in 
Gold Nugget, Black or Wild 
Burgundy with leather-
covered Buckle, 
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Use your credit cards here. 
Mail and phone orders prompt
ly filled. 454-5990, Shop "lues, 
and Thurs. 'til 9 P.M. 

EASTWOOD'S 
29 East Ave. 

$435, against $335 in 1968. The 
public school cost is $717. 

Although there are fewer 
schools and pupils, the. report 
said that the total number of 
full-time and part-time profes
sional staff members increased 
over the three years to 195,000, 
from about 188,000, Most of the 
increase i n v o l v e d part-time 
staff. 

The total number of full-time 
priests, brothers and sisters at 
both school levels decreased to 
about 87,000, from 99,400, a de
cline of 12 per cent. The num
ber of the religious dropped to 
51 per cent from 59 per cent in 
elementary schools and to 55 
per cent from 62 per cent in 
the secondary schools. 

The report noted that this 
decrease in the number of reli
gious was a financial blow be
cause their "contributed sei*-
vices" helped keep costs down. 

The report cited as an ex
ample of contributed services 
the following: 

"If a sister's salary evalua
tion was $6,000 (as related to 
a lay teacher's salary) and she 
was paid $1,800 in addition to 
$2,000 worth of room and 

board, this sister would reflect 
$2,200 of contributed services." 

It was estimated that such 
contributed services amounted 
to $225-million in elementary 
schools in 1969-70 and $204-
million in. secondary schools. 

On the basis of average ele
mentary school figures re
ported, about 74 per cent of 
the full-time lay teachers are 
paid annual salaries of from 
$4,000 to $7,000 and 72 per 
cent of the secondary school 
teachers receive from $5,000 to 
$8,000. 

A report on the ethnic dis
tribution of pupils showed that 
black and Puerto Rican pupils 
constitute 10.8 per cent of the 
enrollment i n elementary 
schools and 7.5 per cent in the 
high schools. 

VOTING AT 15 

Quincy, Mass. — (RNS) — 
Salem Lutheran church here 
has decided to lower the voting 
age on congregational matters 
from 21 to 15. The action to al
low all confirmed members to 
vote recognized "the vital role 
of youth in the total life of the 
church." 
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where a SMILE makes the difference 

GIVE HER A MINK 
SWATHED G0LET 
LEATHER 
Sketched is just one from 
a collection that couldn't be 
more glorious for gift giving. 
Sumptuously soft leathers, 
designed with the height of . 
fashion in mind—as wearable 
as they are wonderful. This 
polished coat comes in 
paprika or grey, misses' sizes, 
$145. McCurdy's Coat Salon, 
Second Floor, Midtown; 
also at Long Ridge, 
Northgate and Geneva, 
fur products lobeled to show 
country of origin of 
imported furs 
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