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Fa t t e r Daniel Berrigan, &J„ 
- serving a three-year prison term 
for destroying draft records, 
testified at the trial of-eight 
persons charged with ransack
ing the Federal Building in 
Rochester. 

Father Berrigan was brought 
here as a character witness Ifor 
Joseph T. Gilchrist, the only 
one of t he defendants Repre
sented by counsel. Herman 
Walz is his attorney. 

Highlights of Father Berri-
gan's testimony came under ex
amination by d,efemdant Joan 
Nicholson, acting as her own at
torney. 

Miss Nicholson attempted, to 
get the New Testament admit
ted as evidence but the objec
tion of Asst. U.S. Atty. Michael 
Wolford was upheld by U.S. 
District Court Judge Harold P. 
Burke. 

Miss Nicholson then asked to 
have the first 12 verses of Mat
thew 5 (the Beatitudes) admit
ted. Again the prosecution ob
jected bu t this time Judge 
Burke allowed it. 

Father Berrigan then read 
the verses from the witness 
stand. 

. Father Berrigan, who occu
pied the stand for about three 
hours, said early in. his testi
mony that he is still in good 
standing with his order (Jesu
its) and that he is allowed to 
perform such priestly duties as 
saying Mass in prison, although 
no inmates are present. 

The bulk of his testimony 
supported defendant Gilchrist 
as a "peaceable and truthful" 
person and that he had been 
counseling the defendant from 
1968 to the spring of 1970. Both 
had worked at Cornell Univer
sity during that time. Father 
Berrigan stressed that he never 
advised any specific action by 
the defendant but that he had 
told him to do what he thought 
he must in the light of his con
viction on the Vietnam war. 

School Prayer Isfttl an Issue 
'Annapolis — (ENS) — The president of the Maryland branch 

of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) said his organiza
tion will oppose any attempt to use a new amendment to the state 
constitution to reintroduce religious exercises in schools. 

"We are prepared to go to court if the new amendment is 
used to bring back the recitation of prayers and Bible reading for 
religious purposes," said Thomas R. Asher. 

• Assistant Attorney General Martin D. Greenfield commented 
last Spring when the legislature approved the measure that volun
tary prayers prior to school hours had never been forbidden, and 
that the measure would mean no change. 

Bible readings and anti-war statements featured daily 
gathering of friends of Flower €ity Conspiracy at 
Rochester's Federal Building during its trial for al
legedly ransacking building offices. Addressing group 
is Bishop Antidio Parrilla-Bonilla, SJ., (bareheaded), 
former auxiliary of Caguas, Puerto Rico, who teaches 
at University of Puerto Rico. Next to him is Bishop 
Daniel Corrigan (with beret), dean of Bexley HalL, 
Episcopal seminary in Rochester, and behind Bishop 
Corrigan is Father Laurence TSjracy, co-pastor of Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel Church. 

Judge Burke would allow Fa
ther Berrigan's testimony only 
as it related to direct conver
sations with Gilchrist The 
priest was continually warned 
of injecting his own philosophy 
into the testimony and such re
marks drew many objections 
from "Wolford, usually sus
tained. 

At one lull, Father Berrigan 
turned to the press and said 
he was not eating or drinking 
until he got back to Danbury, 
Conn., prison because "treat
ment of prisoners on the road 
is inhumane." 

Judge Burke quickly remon
strated and Father Berrigan re

torted that it was his only 
chance to tell the press about 
the situation. 

Earlier in his testimony, t he 
priest said that he wasn't too 
clear "because I've been in soli
tary . . . " 

He was cut off by Judge 
Burke for making remarks ir
relevant to the case. 

CHRISTMAS 

CHRISS; 
BIRTHDAY! 

PARENTS: Make use of the Advent season to prepare for 
this great event. Trant's has accumulated many 
items to assist you and your children in making 
it a really Christian Family Experience. 

"The Christian Family Prepares for Christmas." 
Daily devotions for the Advent season $1.35 

' "Twelve Days of Christmas Kit" 1.75 
Contains materials for making paper crib set, 
tree decorations. Advent tower, and meal prayer cards. 
"Christmas Puzzle Cards" 1.50 box 
Aids to teaching the Christmas story to the little ones— 
6 cards to the box. 
"A Child's Christmas Cook Book" 2.00 
"1971 Calendar for Children" 1.95 
With stickers and space for making momentous moments. 
"In Bethlehem Town"—a show and tell book 

about the birth of Jesus 1.85 
"Family Advent Customs" 2 0 
"Year of the Lord in the Christian Home" 5 0 
NOTE: May we remind you again to procure your Advent 

Wreath materials early so as to avoid last minute 
disappointment. 
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You can't be 
Too Young 

. . . or too old 
Too Slender 
. . . or too CHUBBY 

for Pant Suits 

Shop 
Nites 
'til 9 

(Sat 
til 6) 

SCHOEMAK'S 
CORNER MEIGS 

FREE PARKING 

A r e The TOYS Gone 
Before The TREE? 
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N O T IF They Have a 

KIDDIE KORNER TOY GUARANTEE 
C u l v e r - R i d g e P l a z a 4 6 7 - 4 2 4 0 
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