. The success of any educa-
tion program is affected hy
the quality of the teachers.
Parochial CED. teachers have
‘access to several training-
helps deseribed in: this fourth
of a series on the goals of the

- new Religious Education-CCD

Department.
By CECELIA VIGGO

If you strongly like or dis-
like a:particular subjeet, chances
are a teacher figures along with
your fondness for English or

" hatred of math.

Along with the influence of
the parent, a teacher’s influence
seems to be Dboth lasting and
far-reaching,

If the teacher’s role is crucial

in the purely academic realm,
it is doubly important in re-
ligious education. For while a

man might easily survive with

a distaste for calculus or an
aversion to Milton, it's doubtful
whether his life could be com-
plete if he were hostile or even
apathetic to religion.

Religious education programs
for public school children of
the Rochester Diocese depend
on the services of volunteer
teachers. Given the importance
of the teacher in ‘the CCD re-
ligion program, teacher train-
ing is essential,

‘The Diocesan Department of
Religious Education-CCD con-
ducts teacher training programs
for volunteers in six, churches
in Monroe <County: Cormpus
Christi, St. Theodore, St. Thom-
as the Apostle, St. Monica, Holy
Spinit of Penfield, St. Jerome of
East Rochester and at the CCD
office on Chestnut Street.

'CCD volunteers ‘are generally
parents who have not studied
religion since their high school
or college days, and who have
little’ teaching experience.

For this reason, the twenty
week course has two sections:
ten weeks on Christian docirine,
and ten on teaching methods.
Classes meet once a week for
one two hour session.

The CCD course on Christian
Doctrine, the first section of
the teacher training program, is
open to any interested Catholic,
It attempts to give students a
view of the new directions in
the Church since Vatican 1I,
and {o delineate as well the un.
changing aspects of the faith.

The course uses as texts the

Bible (Confraternity FEdition)
and the revised Dutch Cate-
chism, which includes a large
appendix added to answer the
questions and objections to its
first edition.

The course tries to cover one

. topic each week, and touches on

the *“basic core” of Christian
doctrine: Old Testament ac
counts of Genesis and Exodus,
Gospel accounts of Christ, work
of the Holy Spiri{, the Sacra
ments, work of the Church to-

day and Christian morality.

The second -section of the
teacher training program, deal
ing in methodology, groups
volunteers according to the
grade levels they teach. Sepa
rate classes are held for those
teaching junior high and high
school students, and those in-
volved, with_ primary school
children,

This section ds especially
geared to helping those with
no teaching experience, and dis-

cusses <¢hild psychology and -

specific education techmiques.

Aside from the teacher train
ing course itself, Religious Edu-
catlon-CCD also sponsors warl
ous. ““educational happenings”
throughout the year,

Last month distinguished. edu-
cator Sidney Simon, conducted
a series of seminars for several
groeps of diocesan teachers,

The first of a series of art
and music workshops to demon-
strate tht use of such media in
the classroom, will he held. No-
vember 22 at §t. Thomas More
Church. Ken Sarkis, a teacher
at Our Lady of Tourdes school,
will advise junior high school
religion teachers on the out
look of the adolescent, and the
role of film, music and dance
in the classroom.

Many parishes also sponsor
monthly or weekly sessions
especially for 'CCD teachers, in
which they can discuss ‘their
problems and receive guidance
from more experienced teach-
ers. A few parishes have adult
education <classes in theology
which teachers find very help-
ful for their work with young
people.

Various textbook publishers
also provide materials and per-
sonnel for workshops for par-
ish teachers.

Sister Sheila Kennersom, re-
ligious education coordinator at
St, Patrick’s parish in Victor,

at our Inn.

"TOUCH STONE
OF TRADITION...

At Thanksgiving the bountifully bedecked holiday tables set in
the refined colonial atmosphere of the Treadway Inns rekindle
the revrent spirit of Thanksgivings long ago. You and your
family are cordially invited to partake of early American fare
in the original spirit of grateful reflection on this Thanksgiving

Special, Thanksgiving Bill-of-Fare Served Noon to 9 p.m.
. Phone 325-5010 today — with your reservation.

7| Treadway Inn
East Avenue at Alexander St.
Robert | . Kobler, Innkeeper

Courier-Journal

who assists the Paulist Press in
the presentation of workshops
for their “Come to the Eather”
series, explained the goal:
“Thery give teachers a new ap-
proach in teaching religion, and

an understanding of how to use

the books.”

But teachertraining programs
camnot simply be described by
reference to -workshops and
classes.

For religion is not just a sub-
jeet to be known; that “knowl.
edge’” must affect our lives, our
conduct., Thus, the role of the
relicion teacher extends beyond
just “teaching” the child, and
includes exemplifying Christian
love and faith.

Aware of the religion teach-
er's special role, religious edu-
cators are concerned not only
with the intellectual develop-
ment of those volunteers whom
they train, but- their spiritual
growth, as well,

One factor important to fos
tering the spiritual growth of
eachk teacher, is the creation of
a sense of Christian community
among members of a class. How
to provide members in a teach-
er training program with this
sense of community?

Sister Alice ‘Cooney, of the
Sisters of St. Joseph, staffer in

N

the Department of Religious
Education-CCD, suggests that
it’s a process involving both
teacher and students, and en-
tails ‘the “sharing of life and
faith experiences” among mem-
bers of the group.

In orxder to encourage this
sharing of ideas and experi-
ences, CCD teachertraining
courses. do not use the straight
lecture method but welcome
group discussion; and employ
films to stimulate group reac-
tion. .

Several obstacles hinder this
feeling of community. Students
come from different areas and
backgrounds, and see each
other only once a week for a
twenty week period. Limitations
on their life as a group is natur-
ally prohibitive of any endur-
ing sense of community.

For this reason, when one
questions the directors of teach-
erdraining programs, their re-
sponse is likely to be similar to
the response of Father Miller,
director of 'OCD Course in ‘Chris-
tian Doctrine at Corpus Christi
Church.

Father Miller hopes that some
day teacher ftraining programs
will transcend the limited defi-
nitions of a ten week course in
doctrine, or a two day workshop

: _‘:‘Teachetr Training and Teacher Quality

in, catechetics, and will take.i'ts
place as a stage. in an ongoing
process of “Christian forma-
tion,” a process which would in-
volve Catholics of all ages, He
believes that clusters of par-
ishes should offer weekly
classes in theology on a long-
term, continuous basis,

The creation of a real and
permanent sense of Christian
community can be generated by
small classes, time for more

-group discussion, use of liturgy

and group participation in apos-
tolic work, leaders agree.

But until utopia comes, pres-
ent teachertraining programs
are providing intellectually
competent volunteers for CCD
programs. And if you were to
sit in on a teacher training ses-
sion, the enthusiastic expres-
sion on' the faces of those pres-
ent, the eagerness of their par-
ticipation -in discussions, and
the friendliness animating their
coffee breaks, all would give
you. the feeling that that “sense
of Christian community, how-
ever cramped and thwarted by
difficuities and limitations, is
not absent here.

(Next week a survey of three

parish programs of religious in-
struction for public schoolers.)
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BUDGET STORES

DOWNTOWN and PITTSFORD

and taupe tones.

Wednesday, November 18, 1970

A HOSIERY FAVORITE!
MAY QUEEN SHEER

PANTY HOSE
- $]39,r.

No mattet what the fashion length,
May Queen ‘panty hose makes it right!
Sheer, mesh weave hosiety with nude
heel and runguard toe. Perfect fitting
panty hose in proportioned sizes. Fits
petite medium, medium tall, tall. Beige

Hosiery, Downstairs Store,
Downtown and Pittsford

a

charging,

Phone 546-4400 as early as 8:30 A.M. Monday
through Saturday, or mail the handy order
blank. Please give charge card number when
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E, W. Edwards & Son Rachester, N.Y, 14604
Please send me the following items as adver-
tised in the CATHOLIC COURIER, Wednes-
day, November 18, 1970.

Item

Quan. | Size | Color | Second| Price

Color

Please give 2nd color, choice

Sales Tax
Total

]

local tax,

Name
Address ! “ .
: v 54
CitY cevrvvrreneerion State e Zip NO. ivaseiimne ""
Charge Card Number ... '
Charge [J Cash [J

Add 6 9% sales tax in Monroe County; elsewhere
in New York State add 3% state tax plus your

o .
/40T 00 B A Y 00 0 00 3 0 T4 30 0 A R o 0 0 N 80 2 g I 0 0

‘--\----l-il---u--‘llnuu-Ilh-lunl---'--w-l--n'ﬂln-nlllhlwiri

Page 7-A

e e e



six.church.es

