
Nfew York — (N€) — Father 
Laurance Hf Gibney, Catholic 
chaplain at the Manhattan 
House of Detention for 10 
years, is willing to take the 
blame for recent inmate riots 
at that prison known as the 
Tombs, "if this will result in 
penal reform." 

. "I do not feel responsible for 
the rioting," but "I will take 
the blame" to achieve prison 
improvements, he told NC 
News after being ordered to 
leave the Tombs during dis
turbances there and at four 
other state penal institutions. 

He was told to leave by Cor
rection Commissioner George 
F. McGrath, who said Father 
Gibney's "continued presence 
and activities has served as an 
incitement to the rebel prison
ers and endangers the safety 
of the hostages." 

The 41-year-old priest, long
time advocate and spokesman 
for the Tombs inmates, said he 
thought his dismissal was 
"temporary," and that he was 
receiving numerous telephone 
calls of support. He added that 
he wants "desperately to go 
back" to the Tombs as soon as 
possible. 

"I was there for 50 hours 
without food, without sleep, 
consoling frustrated hostages 
and trying to prevent murder," 
said the distraught priest, his 
voice cracking. Father Gibney 
said he had been asked twice 
the day before his dismissal to 
act as a mediator with the de
tainees — a! of whom have 
been indicted but not convicted. 

Although he dn no way be
lieves he is the cause of dis
turbances, F a t h e r Gibney 
stressed that blaming him 
would "be cheaper" than call
ing for an "expensive study" 
into the outbreaks of violence 
and, he added, "maybe it would 
mean we could begin to get 
something done for penal re
form." 

Father Gibney elaborated on 
inmate grievances before and 
during the Tombs riots which 
erupted ithere Oct 2 when 20O 
of the 1,400 inmates 'seized the 
11th floor, taking 18 hostages. 
Although Father Gibney was 
not a hostage he remained in 
contact with the prisoners. 

The day before, nearly all 
338 inmates at -Long Island City 
House of 'Detention rioted, seiz-
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ing seven hostages. Consequents 
ly, riots started at Queens and 
Brooklyn Houses of Detention 
and at Rikers Island Reforma
tory in addition to the Tombs. 

By Monday, Oct. 5, hostages 
taken at all -institutions had 
been released, following a 
counterattack by policemen and 
correction guards. Officials be
gan talks with prison repre
sentatives on demands concern
ing better food, lower bail and 
swifter court consideration. 

In an interview with NC 
News, Father Gibney, president 
of the New York City Prison 
Chaplains Association, discus
sed the problems at the Tombs. 

The Tombs, according to the 
priest, is "the only dungeon 
I've ever seen above the 
ground." He said he believes 
the city has made no realistic 
attempt to meet the problems 
of prisoners there and that the 
only significant change in over
crowded conditions since Au
gust has heen a transfer of 670 
prisoners to upstate prisons, 
Clinton and Napanoch. 

The transfer helped prison
ers remaining in the Tombs, 
said Father Gibney, "but it 
isn't helping the men who have 

been moved hundreds of miles 
away from t h e i r , families;* 
These are poor people and the 

, families have no way of seeing 
the prisoners" who have been 
moved elsewhere. 

Just several days before re
cent rioting, Father Gibney 
read a list of 15 "Points of Im
mediate'Consideration" put for
ward by detainees at the Tombs. 

Those which could be met 
immediately, said the priest, 
were for replacement of tables 
and benches ruined in earlier 
demonstrations, distribution of 
toilet articles, emphasis on 
fresh fruits and vegetables in 
the prison diet to offset lack of' 
sunlight and fresh air, inter
preters for Spanish speaking 
prisoners and access to the 
prison's law library. 

Father Gibney added that 
there have been four wardens 
at the Tombs since July. The 
priest said he doesn't think re
volving wardens in itself is an 
attempt at reprisal, but pointed 
out there have (been no im
provements at the prison. 

Father Gibney urged New 
York's Mayor John Lindsay to 
discontinue outside studies at 

ATTENTION 
BRICKLAYERS LOCAL 11 

YOUR PROGRESSIVE PARTY ANNOUN
CES, FOR LEADERSHIP IN SEVENTY, 
YOUR VOTE COUNTS PLENTY. 

VOTE FOR 
PRESIDENT — JOHN DELEHANTY 

VICE-PRES. —CHARLES VORNDRAN 
CORR. SECT — JOSEPH FINA 
FIN. SECY —BRUCE CARLIN 

TREASURER — J O H N FLY ' 
SGT. AT ARMS — BERNARD O'BRIEN 

TRUSTEES 

BILL BEIERSCHIVIITT, BOB McELROY, JAMES WOLF 

ARB, BOARD 

BILL BEIERSCHMlTT, BOB McELROY, 

LOU MONTANTE 

LET'S STAND UNITED OCT. 22 
EAGLES HALL — 8:00 P.M. 

the penal system by such peo
ple as the Rand Corporation 
and to confer with the prison 

chaplains to get an understand
ing of what is happening in the 
prisons. 

HOUSE FOR SALE 

KODAK AREA 
) 76 LEANDER ROAD 

\ (Cherry Road Area) ' 

Side entrance Colonial 3 bedrooms, Dining Room, Living 
Room with Open Fireplace, Partially Finished Recreation 
Room, Gas Heat, Garage, Park like yard includes 16 x 24 
Above Ground Redwood Heated Pool, Gas Light, Gas 
Barbecue Gr i l l , 8 x 1 2 Cement Block Artist Studio. 

A S K I N G 

$21,700 
ASSUMA8LE 5 % % MORTGAGE 

OPEN FOR INSPECTION 
Sunday 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. 

FOR APPPOINTMENT 663-9289 

Perfect way to look for the 

entertaining hostess this Fall. 

Quilted fire-sider skirt, ankle-

length, in a white paisley-

and-pin-dot print on black. 

Topped in white nylon/ace

tate, with scoop neck. Yellow 

satin sash circles the waist. 

5 to 11. 

Loungewear, Second Floor; 

also Pittsford and Ridgemont 
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