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Home Abroad 
By Fathe* John S. Kennedy 

between' 600 and 70QVyeia*s x>Jdt.;,
: 

To be in England in 1970 
means, for any traveler with a 
sense of Christian history," ,to 
go to Canterbury. For it is pre
cisely 800 years since St. Thom
as a Becket Was murdered 
there. 

The, first sight, of the great 
cathedral is .stunning. One sees 
t|Le facade of golden stone 
Head-on, rising protectively 
abfove the town, .which seems 
to huddle about i t , and.it .con
notes strength and- perjna-
nence. 

.The - vast, rnarvelously pro
portioned interior of the cathe
dral is bright, the windows, be
ing in some .instances old, in 
some new, a mixture of color
ed glass and plain. The ambu
latory- takes one up and up, by 
steps,well worn over the cen̂  
turies of pilgrimage. There is 
more than one level of sanc
tuary, and on the highest, near 
the back wall is the stono chair 
which has been the seat of the 
archbishops for time untold. 

Just before it is the place 
where Becket's tomb once 
stood. Now one finds there 
only empty space, because 
Henry \m, in the 16th Cen
tury, caused the shrine to be 
pillaged and the remains of 
Becket, martyred under Henry 
II in the 12th Century, to be 
desecrated and scattered. 

Now, in 1970, Becket is be
ing handsomely celebrated in 
C a n t e r b u r y . Commem
orative events will continue to 
the end of .the year. Some are 
of an ecumenical character, in
cluding a lengthy meeting of 
churchmen and scholars from 
many countries, among them 
American Catholic representa
tives. 

If i t is the Becket anniver
sary which brings these and 
others to Canterbury just now, 

what.,will impress, them more 
than the few reminders of hini 
will' be the evidences of Cath
olic beginnings in this storied 
see. - • " ' ' . 

Near the cathedral, -for ex--
amplej -are the excavations, of 
St. Augustine^ Abbey, built in 
.the 7th .Century.- These- ruins 
have been carefully unearthed, 
|>ut the tasik is still far from 
completion. However, enough 
is now exposed to give one a 
clear idea of t h e proportions 
and the parts of a major monas
tic foundation which was built 
less than a .century after Au
gustine, first archbishop of 
Canterbury,^ set foot, oh! Eng
lish soil, i n Kent, in 597. 

We made •. expeditions to 
other English'. cathedral towns; 
Salisbury, for" example, and 
Winchester. The first took us 
past Runnymede and through 
the Camelot country. There is 
no doubt about Hie reality of 
Magna Charta, much about the 
reality of King Arthur. But 
archeologasts believe they have 
come upon traces of Camelot, 
and passing the places where 
their digging proceeds, one is 
persuaded.by landscape and air 
that Knights of the Round 
Table surely rode down these 
country roads, under these 
magnificent trees. 

Salisbury is approached, and 
the prodigious spire first sight
ed, across the sweep of Salis
bury Plain. Looking beyond 

.thriving crops interspersed with 
vivid poppies, one spies in the 
distance the sacred mound of 
old Sarum. Later the spire 
comes in view, and, as one 
walks toward t h e cathedral and 
around it, it is always the spire 
which rivets one's attention, 
now seen straight up, now 
framed in the arches of a clois
ter, now through broadly 
spreading trees thought to be 

AMUSEMENT RIDES 
KIDDIE & ADULT 

GAMES 

REFRESHMENTS 
Hots - Pizza - Clams 

THURSDAY, 
OCT. 8 

6 P.M. til 9 
Fire & Police 

Demonstration - 6 P.M. 

FRIDAY, 
OCT. 9 

5P.M. til ? 
Fish Fry—• 
5 P.M. til 7 

SATURDAY, OCT. 10 - 1 P.M. til ?^ 
Jtlde All Afternoon for $1 — 1 P.M. til 5 

Spaghetti Supper - 5 P.M. til 7 
Parade —- 5:30 P.M. Irondequoit Plaza 

to Kamival Grounds 

SUNDAY, OCT. 1 1 - 1 P.M. til ? 
Chicken Barbecue — 5 P.M. til 7 

Bishop Kearney 
High School Grounds 

125 Kings Highway S. 

ch ê̂ erV 'ifij*Alfred's :qiiy, ?cajfe 
tees' the iheart.-It, is maSsives 
land, J | s ^ower issajiat, -b.ut tbe .' 
caifteSral • interior has a. light-'. 
ening effect, lifting the spirit, 

, and* the-wondejfuidetails,which 
one • discovers bit by>bit en-
,h&nce that: effect-. Aspiration-
and architectural, and • artistic 
genius are, here' ideally ,wed in 
a silent but perennial shout of 
joy. 

250 Hear Doki 

At U of R Sunday 
Be* t t 'e r than "250. people 

crowded into the -Wells-Browne 
Room at the U of R's Rush--

Rhees Memorial' 'library, Sun* 
day night tb hear. Dariilo Dolci, 
a Sicilian social activist and 
non-violent revolutionary. 

Mayor Stephen 'May present
ed JDolci .with the Keys to the 
City of Rochester. 

Also present at, the brief 
talk given by Dolci were. Jerre 

• Mangione,. Rochester-born au
thor, who has done extensive 
biographical worts; on Dolci, 
Gap Mangione, Rochester musi
cian, and Mrs. Harper Sibley, 
Jr. * , ' . 

Dolci's talk, in slow, measur
ed Sicilian, dealt with trans
forming essentially feudal soci
eties into democratic communi
ties. 
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YOUR PROGRESSIVE 
CES> m* LEADERSHIP IN SEyiNtY, 
YOUR VOTE COUNTS PLENTY. 

PRESIDENT — JOHN DELEHANTY 
VICE-PRES. —CHARLES VORNDRAN 

CORR. SECY —JOSEPH FINA 
FJN. SECY —BRUCE CARLIN 

TREASURER —JOHN FLY 
SGT. AT ARMS— BERNARD O'BRIEN 

TRUSTEES 

BILL BEIERSCHMITT, BOB McELROY, JAMES WOLF 

ARB. BOARD 

BILL BEIERSCHMITT, BOB McELROY, 

LOU MONTANTE 

LET'S STAND UNITED OCT. 8 
EAGLES HALL 8:00 P.M. 

sauiaiion&semnceO 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRO PAGATION OF THE FAITH 

SEND YOUR GIFT TO 

Reverend Monsignor Edward T. O'Meara 
National Director 
366 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10001 

OR 
Rev. Joseph F. Reinbart 
Diocesan Director 
50 Chestnut Street 
Rochester, New York 14604 
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