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A wide-ranging, sharply prob-
ing book about a subject of in-
calculable importance +to the

United States is “The New’

Latins” by Georgie Anne Geyer

(Doubleday,, $7.95). Miss Geyer, -

a newspaper correspondent long
resident in Latin .America,
makes an impressive case for
the thesis that a' tremeéndous,
perhaps world-changing step
forward is being taken in the
republics to the south of us.

She maintains that, .for the -

first time, the L.atin American
is discovering an ifentity of his
own, that this is being grasped
by millions of people, and that
a new order and 3 new unity

can be expected in the whole
" area. s .

As have others before her,
Miss Geyer observes that a
chief instrument of change is
the transistor radio: “Suddenly
the poor Indian in the sierra
was walking with a transistor
host of foreign propagandists,
glued to his ear, listening to a
all trying to woo him.”

Miss Geyer finds that al
most everywhere in Latin
America the teeming majority
who never before have been
involved in the political pro-
cess, never a social force, never
an element to be reckoned with,
have now been awakened, What
was always considered a static
c¢ontinent is moving. Organiza-
tion that had not previously ex-
isted is taking place, and people
never credifed with the ability
to do things for themselves are
proving ‘that €hey have this
ability and are working con-
structively together.

She gives considerable space
to Cuba, where she sees some-
thing like social equality being

. achieved. She is ‘no uncritical

admirer of Castro, but she is
convinced that he has demon-
strated that L.atin Americans
He had no fixed ideology at
are receptive to modernization.
first, she believes, but, as his
revolution succeeded, he and
his followers “became Maxxists,
step by step, and, at least par-
tially, because there was" no
other place to go”*

But it is by no means inevi-
table that the rest of Latin
America will g0 the wiy that
Cuba has gone, In Chile, for
example, the Christian Demo-
aats’ “are men trained with
modern tools, They have mod-
ern minds and they use modern
tools to handle social realities
.« . They are the most pro-
American, the most New World
managerial types.” They set out
to transform Chilean society,
and brought about remarkable
Feforms.

The fact that there are mili-
tary dictatorships in so many of
thq Latin American countnies
does not, to Miss Geyer's mind,
mean those in power afe of the
same stripe as, say, Trujillo.
The new military are not from
the upper classes, but from the
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hitherto marginal people. They
have had training in economics

and some. in technology. They

stepped in as social reformers
when the situation seemed to
be hopeless.

Miss Geyer discerns extensive
change in the Catholic Church
in Latinn Anerica, Social aware-
ness and the meeting of social
responsibility . are far niore in
evidence than was the case not
long' ago. There are those in

the Church who, like Camilo -

Torres in Colombia (where
there is nothing novel about
violence), believe in ‘“‘demon-

strating the inherent violence .

of constituted society through
the - example "of countervio-
lence.” But there are also, more
numerously, the progressives
who abhor violence and yet ef-
fect radical change. Because of
them, “the Church had become,
by the 1960s, the most impor-
tant force for the development-
of man against both the dic-
tators and the technocrats.”

Miss Geyer’s conclusion, as
she rounds off her factfilled
and soberly interpretive book,
is that many forces are converg-
ing to produce a substantially

altered Latin American scciety,

———— SINCE 1852 =
"“YOUR INDEPENDENT AGENT"

§ which will prevail ‘over all : : ' . La
- borders; be -medern and class- i v M . o b
- less, and find expression ina f \ ‘/4 L / j SR Tk
personality. as distinctive as the Jl EGBERT E Al . i . TnadAurand mnent
North American. but as ‘ditfer. || < FOOERI P _AVshley Insurance maw

~ ent from the latter as it is'from S : . : ~on F
the old,"outmoded Latin ‘Ameri- 300 FIRST FED. BLDG. Phone 546-2620 || ?&%i

can personality. * -

. Thi
featu
“The

i

T

~ Water Heater Break Down?
R o F@Pmith
| 'Pgrmaglas Gas Watelj Heater -

516495

" 30 GAL. MODEL

) Includes delivery and normal
+  installation. - No sales -tax
required to be added on the
installed price. Budget terms
available, :

- 10-Year Guarantee

If within the 10-year petiod your tank leaks or you
have rusty hot water due to a defect in the glass
lining, you will receive a new water heater free.
On any heater purchased after October 1, 1965,
installation will be free within five years of purchase.
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ImportantNew CatholicPublication

ARE YOU GETTING
THE MOST OUT OF YOUR
DAILY LIFE? -

This latest book by !
Father Paone, the author 3
of the popular My Daily 3
Bread, shows you how
with greater peace of
mind and increased
spiritual vitality.

* POCKET-SIZE

¢ 336 PAGES

¢ EASY-TO-READ TYPE

* ATTRACTIVE BINDING

*1.70
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