The 50th Senate Dlstuct race:
provides a microcosm of the re-
action to ‘agbortion as an issue

. in this year’s State Leglslature

campaigns.

It.has a veteran Republican
state senator, Thomas Liaverne,
who voted for the Cook-Domi-
nick reform bill in the 1970 leg-
islative session, -

It has Democrat Howard A.
McGee, an Irondequoit insur-
ance man, who opposes the
abortion law and is intent on
makmg it a major issue in the
campaign.

It has Conservative Gregory
‘Sampson, an unsung third man,
who, if elected, would try to
1epea1 the law. ™

The district includes part of
the city of Rochester and the
towns of Irondequoit, Webster,
Penfield, Brighton, Henrietta,
Pittsford, Perinton, Rush, and
Mendon.

Sen. Laverne indicated in the
Courier-Journal Election 70
Survey that he would retain the
present law “until such time as
any abuses are uncovered which

at least three "doctors should
make the decision. .

He éonofudes that he “might

consider cases of rape or in-
cest” if the other requirements
are met.

Sampson 1s the only one of
the three candidates to call for
outright repeal of the law.

“] support repeal of the bill

simply because I happen to be-.

lieve in the humanity of the
unborn child. And, believing in

this, I find no reason compel-.

ling enough to remove ‘his right
to live)” _

Laverne, " in explaining “his
aye vote on the abortion bill,
said:

“My decision was not easy.
As a Catholic I have always
been opposed to abortion. I
would not allow it within my
own family. As an attorney I
have always counseled against
gbortion and will continue to

o so.”

He said he voted for the law
“because the criminal sanctions
against abortion did not prevent

-4if her life or 'physmal or men
tal health was in imminent dan-

ger. Tnstead of such advice, the -

criminal: sanctions would force

a frightened and woften. hysteri- -
cal woman to seek the services !

of the backroom butcher.

“While the legislature recog-.
nized it had a duty to preserve
the lifet of unborn children, it
also saw immediate necess1ty of
protecting the basic health and
welfare of women.”

The senator continued:

“T have been asked how I as
a Catholic could support a posi-
tion contrary - fo that «of my
Church. This was a hard de-
cision. While abortion is a ser-
ious violation of my Catholic
beliefs, I felt that my Catholic
moxal belief must stand on its
own merits,

“In this ecumenical age I

found it contradictory to im-
pose my beliefs as a Catholic
on all others through public
law.. In fact, my vole to repeal
the abortion restrictions was a

statement that abortion sheuld

be a matter of private morality
enforced by the moral teach-
ings of the Church and parents

SEN. LAVERNE.

letters 'and phone calls to the

Courier, many protesting its
“poor taste” and others defend-
ing it as “blunt but true.”

Sen, Laverne referred to the
ad:

“Photos have been circulated
showing in ghastly detail an al-
legedly discarded unborn fetus,

- taste ~— they would find the

HOWARD McGEE

“Some people stated that it
was repugnant. Yes, it. was re-
pugnant, but so is abortion and

that is_just the point I was try-
ing to make.”

He continued, “Those who
understand what abortion really
is would not find my ad in bad

law in bad taste. My ad was to
show what is happening in act-
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