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“I am Sorry, I‘ather but the
kiss.of peace busmess is phony
and art1f1c1al ”.

The observatmn deserves seri-
ous consideration. Should, for
example,: a- hUSband and ‘wife
whose marriage- is on the ropes,
who are edgy and uncoimfort-
able, who - bifterly quarreled

F3

- just prior to Mass turn and “ex-
"press their . love' for one an-

other?’ Isp’t this an insincere:
and dishonest gesture, feigning

love where hate exists, pretend-
.'ing about peace while a cold, (or
" hot) war wagZes?

0 fo continue the 111ustra-

tion of our preceding column, ,

does or will this ritual change
peoples lives? To shake hands
in peace and -then dash to claw
one’s way out of a parking lot
parallels in some ways the for-
bidden practice of running into
a confessional for forgiveness,
then quickly falling back into
the same sin without any effort
at improvement.

I think the answer to these.
practical queries rests with. the
resolution of an equally de-
bated theoretical issue on the
nature of eucharistic celebra-
tions. Does the Mass build com-
munify or presuppose it? Must
we be one before we gather
around the altar, or does com-
mon worship of the Lord help
us become one?

It seems to me that the Mass

at thesé. n .
fact. that ‘minutes éarlier: he

supposes it: we. should work

- for community, strive for peace,’

and seek to e reconcﬂed be-

fore gatherlng at the altar,
- true, but common, worship also
heals ‘wounds, clo-ses gaps, and

deepens logve.

I feel keenly abgut the so-:“
"cial dimensions of liturgy but
to insist on perfect peace and.
justice before we ‘ celebrate 'is~
to expect the. Kingdom -of the .

Lord before- it appears.

* Such perfection belongs :to-
‘the age of Churist's Second Com-

ing: now the pilgrim Church
must work for that time of fihal
fulfillment, prepare-for it, even

forge its .begmnmgs through‘

human efforts aided by God’s
grace, Common prayer at the

table of the Word and of the

Lord is, in the view of many,
the most powerful instrument
Christians poessess for achieving
these goals,

If we wait for perfecb com-
munity befoxe celebrating, I
fear honest people would never
celebrate; if we hold off on
worship until poverty and in-
justice and war are no more,
then I fear there would be no
Eucharists at all; if we post-
pone the sign of peace until all
parishioners are reconciled, full
of love and in harmony with
one another, then I fear we will
never see this gesture at Sun-
day Masses.
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INSTRUCTIONS: Mini-Math is worked
like a- crossword piuzzle. Use numbers
1 through 5 only. For example: (A)
Horizontal may call for 43 in twoe
squares, which may be (44 and —1i),
(+5 and —2), (4 1 and +2), (=2 and
-+5), ete. The same with Verticals.
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- -peace _with
. ardund him in churc “does’ not,
.in-my book, make~h1m a hypo-

. crite. ~ 4oy ,

both builds commumty and ‘pre-

.man’s ‘Basic good
ished, strengthened it; and built. -
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Destroys odor on sanitary napkins:
At Jast—a deodorant for you...

and for your clothes too!
For women only—here’s the special feminine

deodorant that destroys odor where you can't
even use an ordinary deodorant,
easy-to-use JUSTINE Deodorant Powdert

(1) JUSTINE helps keep your body odor-free
—even in the mostintimate areas.

(2) JUSTINE destroys odor on sanitary
napkins, Helps prevent odor where odor lingers
longest—under bras, girdles, panty-hose.
Special deodorant for awoman's special needs.
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SPECIAL OFFER For a very limited time, you can -obtain a % ounce
package of JUSTINE deodorant powder for oniy 25¢. Following this offer.
JUSTINE may be soid at your pharmacist for about three tires the above price.*

Please forward package of JUSTINE deodorant powder to:

——-_———-———————-—1

] ~Stree§ e R

City . ‘ _._State

-Send éoupon and 25¢ i coin to:
122 E. 42nd Street, N.Y.,, N;Y‘ 10017

Dept. GA, Vick Chemicdl Company, Division of- Rlchardson-Merre!an.

. Zip Code,

had exchanged a. g{eetmg of

Weak yeS° stlll preoccup1edf
. with his own needs, yes; hypo-.

critical, no. Weekly worshlp has

.- not yet fully overflowed into-

his personal world. Maybe some-
‘day, however; maybe at some’

- future Sunday he w1ll catch‘
. hlmself fight back an urge to -
- ‘push ahead and act as Christian
m the .car as he -does in the |

pew.. When that happens theh
llturgy in general and the sign-

of peace in particular have -

worked. They have -taken a
ill, ghourﬁ,

him into a better person and

‘his parish into a better com-

mupity. -’

persons -
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\'THE SO(‘IETY FOR THE PRO PAGATION OF THE FAITH

Reverend Monszgnor Edward T. O’Meara
National Director

366 Fifib Avemle )

New York, New York 10001 . -~

SEND YOUR GIFT TO

Rav. Joseph F, Reinhart
OR ' DigcesanvDirector
50 Chestnut Street
Rochester, New York 14604
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