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Catholic Press Feature 

West Babylon, N.Y. — This 
Long Island community has 
found an attractive link be
tween Judaism and Catholicism 
—a pretty,' Jewish mother of 
four. who "moonlights" as a 
staff writer for a Catholic par
ish's monthly magazine. 

Mrs. Blissa Fried is active in 
the nearby Lindenhurst Hebrew 
Congregation, where she is a 
member of the Sisterhood and 
prepares the layout for her 
temple's bi-monthly newsletter. 

But for the past-18 months 
she has been writing articles 
about the Jewish faith.for "Our 
Parish," published each month 
by Our Lady of Grace parish, 
which .proudly lists E l i s s a 
Fried's name on the masthead 
as a staff feature writer. 

Mrs. Fried's articles describe, 
for the Catholic readers, Jewish 
holy days, the Bar Mtzvan cere
mony, the synagogue she at
tends, and once in a while she' 
throws in a Jewish recipe, such 
as the one for Hamantashen she 
provided along with her article 
on the Jewish feast of Purim, 
the holy day marking the over
throw of the persecutor, Haman. 

Last May, while the cover of 
"Our Parish" featured a statue 
of the Virgin Mary, in connec
tion "with Mother's Day, Mrs* 
Fried used her space to tell her 
readers the Old Testament story 
of Ruth and her devotion to her 
mother-in-law, Naomi. 

In the Christmas issue last 
December, Mrs. Fried explained 
the Jewish feast of Hanukkah, 
showing Catholic readers the 
similarity between the Jewish 
and Christian holidays: "Hanuk
kah is a time for family cele
brations. Delicious foods are 
served, songs are sung and gifts 
are given to the children. In 
every Jewish home candles bum 
for eight nights to remind us 
of the great miracle which took 
place in those days." 

The first column Mrs. Fried 
wrote for "Our Parish" was 
headlined "The Invisible Bar
rier" and was about her reac
tion to attending a Catholic 
adult education class, 

"Having known and loved" 
Christian people, I have always 
had a_ basic understanding of 
Christianity," she wrote. "But 
of course, the 'Invisible Bar
rier,' — you were different to 
me, as I must have been dif
ferent to you. 

Music Teacher 
Forms Trio 

A Kochesterian who is be
ginning his eighth year of 
teaching music in two area 
parochial schools last month 
launched his own tro, orchestra. 

Joseph Giancursio, 866 Grand'-
Ave., a parishioner of St, Am
brose Church, teaches brass 
and drums at Our Lady of 
Mercy School, Greece, and Holy 
Trinity School, Webster. He is 
a former member of the Ien 
Hawley orchestra. 

Giancursio, who features sax
ophone and clarinet, has been 
joined by an accordionist and a 
drummer to form the Jan 
Cursio Orchestra, now playing 
in a local restaurant in Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

He ^teaches more than 100 
children in the two 'schools, 
providing them one hour week
ly — a half hour's practice 
vith an instrument, the other 

half in rehearsing with the 
school. band. Besides sax and 
clarinet, he teaches trombone, 
lute .trumpet, tuba baritone 
„orn and drums. 

Courier and the Perish 
Many times pastors come up with ideas that are so 
worthwhile that other parishes may be interested in 
trying them. The Courier-Journal from time to time 

will describe some of the more unusual projects. 

"A very dear friend, a Cath
olic, Jsnowing of my interest in 
religion, asked me to attend the 
class, 'The Conscience of a 
Modern Catholic Adult.' And a 
miracle occurred. A very small 
one, but still a miracle. I dis
covered that the 'Invisible Bar
rier' did not exist 

"Listening to the priest 
speak, and the discussions that 
followed, I looked around at 
all of you, and realized that 
your faith was really no differ
ent than mine. Our rituals are 
different, our traditions are dif
ferent but our goals are the 
same." 

Mrs. Fried's motivation for 
writing her column has been 
reinforced by several personal 
experiences. 

She once attended a party 
where a Catholic woman called 
contemporary Jews "Christ-
killers." 

On another occasion, a Catho--
lic friend offered her a ham 
sandwich, then withdrew it with 
embarrassment. "That's right," 
the friend said, "you worship 
the pig, don't you?" 

•Mrs. Fried encountered some 
opposition to writing for a 
Catholic publication from fel
low Jews. Three members of 
her Sisterhood objected, but 
they later changed their minds 
when they lost their fear that 
the Catholics might "coopt" 
their sister or that editing of 
her writing might distort its 
message. 

There is no editing of Mrs. 
Fried's way of spelling "God." 
She writes it—and it's printed 
—"G-d," following the Jewish 
law that the name of God must 
never be set down on anything 
that may be destroyed or dis
carded. 

Mrs. Fried's ecumenical work 
is supported by her 'husband, 
Jack, and her children, al
though it has created, at times, 
some confusion in the Fried 
household. 

When Mrs. Fried was prepar* 
ing to leave for an evening 
meeting recently, her 6-year-old 
daughter, Ileene, asked: 

"Mommy, are you going to 
church or to temple?" 

VALLEY MANOR 
A Cosmopolitan Retirement Community 

• 150 Air Conditioned Apartments 
• Full Both, Kitchenette, Balcony 
• Walllo-Wall Carpeting and Drapes 
• Weekly Maid & linen Service, 

Paid Utilities 
Emergency Nursing Care and 
In-Apartment Health Care 

• Restaurant Style Dining Room 
Service—Two Meals A Day 

• 24 Horn Building Security & 
Inside and Outside Parking 

• Hobby and Crafts, Library, Chapel 
• Downtown & Shopping 

Only Minutes Away 
(Located on Bui Lines) 

• • 

MANY FINE 
LOCATIONS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE 

FOR 
APPOINTMENT 

CALL 
442-6450 
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1570 East Avenue, Rochester, N.Y. 14610 
This advertisement is not on offering. No offering it made except by a pros
pectus filed with the Department of law of Ih * Slat* of Netw Vorfe. Such 
filing does not constitute approval of the issue or sof* thereof by ih* De
partment of law or the Attorney-Genera/ of Ih* Stal* of N « w York. 

40 SPECIAL INTEREST 
COURSES 

Be A Better Shopper 
Concert Previews 
Russion For Beginners 
Spanish For Beginners 
Conversation Spanish 2 
French For Beginners 
Seminar On Drug Use 
What is Philosophy? 
Election 1970: 
Modern Dance 
Flok & Square Dancing 
Social Dance 
Photography For Amateurs 
Securities & Investments 
Office Personnel Review 
Mornings W/Professors 
Memory Specialist 

FOR 
m^kWrnw V l i m w 

Law For Today's Woman 
Golf As Lffetime Sport 
Speech Communications 
Guidance For Parents 
Reading For Adults 
Photographic Painting 
The Weekend Painter 
Meeting Management 
Modernization & Foreign Aid 
Environment Conservation 
Understanding Soccer 
How To Watch Football 
Security Training 
Priv. Pilot Refresher 
Ground School - Pilot 
Bike Routes & Bikeways 

Problem Solving and 
Decision Making 

Mornings W/Professors 
Metrology & Calibration 

AND IN ROCHESTER. -

The Interview: Techniques 
and Tactics 

Urban Social Problems 

• Courses at Brockport and in Rochester. 
• Simple enrollment — by mail or in person. 
• Most courses start week of 14 September, 
• Low registration fee of $5 to $25. 
• For information call 395-2345 or 395-2638* or, send 

coupon below. 

OFFICE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION, State Univ. 
College, Brockport, N.Y. 14420 
Please send info, on special interest courses. 
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