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• A companion - piece to the 
School and , Sdfeiety Slinky 
which this Spring sought opin­
ions of the laity on the future 
of the diocesan school system 
was an attitudinal survey of re­
ligious women who staff the di­
ocesan schools. " . - ' 

Research done among their 
own members in 1969 and 70 
by the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
the" Sisters of Mercy and the 
School Sisiers of Notre Dame, 
was released this week by the 
diocesan Schools' Office as a 
chapter in the continuing re­
port on the present and future 
status of the school system. 

The following is a summary 
of material-entitled "The Reli­
gious: Her Role and Her Fu­
ture," as prepared for the Ed­
ucational Task Force by Sister 
Patricia Donovan, RSM, of the 
Schools' Office, who has been 
responsible for collating the 
statistics of the Survey. 

A willingness to stay indefi­
nitely in parochial school teach­
ing was voted by the majority 
of Sisters in elementary schools 
of the" Diocese in recent, sur-

, veys covering about 500 reli* 
gious teachers of the three ma­
jor religious communities. 

Three-quarters of the Sisters 
said "yes" when asked "Would 
you choose to continue indefi­
nitely in elementary schools, if 
you had the option to choose 
your apostolate?" 

The latest chapter of the 
School Study called "The Don­
ovan. Report," states that this 
declaration "should in some 
measure arrest the fears of di­
ocesan administrators and pas­
tors about the willingness of 
substantial numbers of Sisters 
to serve in the parochial school 
apostolate." « 

Even more heartening, the 
report said, was an affirmative 
by 82 per cent of the Sisters 
that "teaching in the elemen­
tary school is the most effec­
tive use of the Sisters in the 
parish." . 

Yet, in the face Of this strong 
support for» the educational 
apostolate, Sisters are doing 
serious reassessment of the role 
of women religious in the 

Church. Sixty-nine per cent of 
the Sister respondents disap­
proved the survey-proposal that 
Sisters should be withdrawn 
from all other ' works and 
brought into the elementary 
schools to strengthen the paro­
chial system. 

Awareness of the crisis of 
parish finances, declining en­
rollment and Sister - shortage 
has prepared the Sisters for 
the reorganization and change 
which may come in the paro­
chial system, the s u r v e y 
showed. 

Only 8 per cent of the re­
spondents rejected the, proposal 
of consolidation of schools in 
a limited area while 82 per­
cent approved the idea that Sis­
ters should be withdrawn from 
some schools and reassigned to 

.enlarge and strengthen the Sis­
ter-faculty of another school, 
The limited Sister-supply is 
stretched too thin, they hinted. 

In testing the Sisters' atti­
tudes about partial closing of 
schools some 63 percent agreed 
to closing grades 7 and 8, but 
less than 35 percent voted to 

close grades 1-6 in favor of 
quality junior high education. 

Since" 1965 Sisters have been 
assigned to parish schools by* 
"mathematical allocation" in 
which a computer analysis 
made a fjust and equitable" 
distribution of religious. teach­
ers on a diocesan-wide basis. 
This helped parishes to keep 
some Sisters on the staff even 
as school enrollment declined. 
It also saved the expense of 
hiring that number of lay 
teachers. 

But, the Report stated, the 
steady decline of Sisters until 
they were less than one-half of 
each parish school faculty 
caused a "dilution of the influ­
ence and the impact of the re­
ligious on each of the elemen­
tary schools." 

This resulted in a weakening 
of the Christian atmosphere in 
the schools, the removal of pu­
pils by parents who were dis­
appointed that the Sisters were 
gone, a negative effect on the 
community life in that convent 
and an impediment to recruit­
ing vocations in that parish. 

Sisters generally agree, the 
report stated, that the parochial 
school faculty should be 75-80 
percent Sisters. This ratio can 
only be achieved if the alloca­
tion system is abandoned in the 
diocese and some parishes give 
up all their nuns to other 
schools. 

A section of a Sisters of St 
Joseph survey discovered that 
30 percent of their community 
believed their apostolate of 
teaching was not "best embod­
ied in the present school sys­
tem." Asked to suggest new 
teaching fields some 200 re­
spondents listed adult educa­
tion, campus ministry, retarded 
children, inner city and CCD 
as deserving of more effort by 
the St. Joseph community. 

The report stated that the 
Sist'ers of St. Joseph and Sis­
ters of Mercy presently have 
only 163 young Sisters "in for­
mation—from 1 to 8 years in 
religious life," and less than 
35 percent of these are aiming 
at elementary school teaching. 

Because of a "principle of 
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SHOPPERS PAGE 
For The Discriminating Shopper 

SUITS • DRESSES 
COATS 

DYED & PRESSED 
TO ORIGINAL SIZE 

SUEDE & 
LEATHER 

GARMENTS 
CLEANED & 
REF1NISHED 

IN ROCHESTER 

1 WEEK SERVICE 

All Apparel With. 
Suede Leather Trim 

Should Be Cleaned 
by A Specialist! 

CHARGE IT! 

WKtSM 
KKKAMERICMO 

< ^ ^ ^ . , ^ ^ ^ 
[mastei charge]! 

SENECA DYERS, INC. 
1227 Maple St. °pV4t

M8^r«285 328-1736 

AT MT. READ BLVD. 

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY 
WEEKEND COOKOUT 

MASURY MASURY AUTHORIZED DEALER 

TESCHNER'S 
Dolly 8 to, 6. Sat. 'til £ F*L W 8&0 

3350 MONROE AVE. • 586-4130; 

F R E S H 

CLAMS 
Also 

SALADS - LOBSTER TAILS - SHRIMP 
CLAM STEAMERS 

JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING TO MAKE YOU* 
OUTING A COMPUTE SUCCESS 

PRICES SEAFOOD 
"A leader in Quality for over a century" 

GOODMAN PLAZA 
826 Goodman St. N. Phone 2S8-804O 

. ys 

Drummer Boy Gift Slwp 

819 MOSELY RD. 
lUh House on Right 

SOUTH OF ROUTE 31 
PITTSFORD-PALMYRA RD. 

ON ROUTE 250 

Early Americana Decor Items 

In Stock or 

Catalogue Purchasing 

Let Us Do The Worrying 

Tues. thru Sat., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Open Thursday and.Friday 'til 8 p.m. 

Sunday 1 - 5 p.m. — Closed Monday 

Your Gift Consultant, 
Lordine Gridley 

1190 CHILI AVE., ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

328-4160 
Open Daily 11:30 Luncheons. Dinners 5 P.M. 'til! 

Closed Mondays 

Serving . . . 

FINE FOODS 

Plus... 
Joe Masucci at the 
Organ Friday and 
Saturday Evenings 

WE CATER TO PARTIES & 
BOWLING BANQUETS, 

WEDDINGS, RETIREMENT PARTIES, Etc. 

For Banquet Res. Call Alex Roth, Mgr. 
your hosts,. 

KAY and EMMETT DAILEY 

NUNES' 
NEW LIFE 

Home Improvement Service 

• Custom Made Draperies 

Over 800 Colors 

« Wal l to Wall.Carpeting 

• Drapery Relining 

• Free Shop-at-Home Service 

Shop first — then call me! 
Unbelievable Prices/ 

981 Chili Ave. 

328-0100 
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