
By LINDA B. MAJOR 
Washington - i (NC) — A 

eradle-to-grave health insurance 
plan for every American^-fich 
or poor — will become reality 
within three to five years, ac
cording to Msgr. Harrold Mur
ray, director of health affairs 
for the United States Catholic 
Conference (USCC). 

There was a time when talk 
of federally-supported insur
ance generated shouts of alarm 
from physicians and others who 
charged that creeping socialism 
and government-directed medi
cine would result. But now, said 
Msgr. Murray, health insurance 
"is bound to come" in some 
form or another and "without 
too much opposition," 

More than half a dozen insur
ance plans have been proposed, 
he said, adding that the most 
recent was unveiled July 7 by a 
100-member citizen's committee 
brought together by the late 
union leader Walter Beuther 
more than a year ago: 

Whatever health plan is en-

Nurses Refuse 
Abortion Duty 

Albany, N.Y. — (NO — The 
10 operating room nurses at 
Child's Hospital here have re
fused to assist in any more abor
tion, operations. Their stand is 
being supported by the hospi
tal administration. 

The nurses have varied re
ligious backgrounds, Catholic 
and Protestant. They had par
ticipated in four abortions since 
July 1, when New York state's 
unrestrictive abortion law went 
into effect. 

Two of the nurses assisted at 
the last operation. George May
ers, hospital administrator, said: 
"It shook the nurses up quite 
a bit, finding the fetus to be a 
real body." 

He said "all the female em
ployes of the hospital ar^ oppos
ed to abortions being perform
ed in the institution." 
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acted, Msgr. Murray said it will 
bring millions of Americans -*-
at all economic levels -^ a bet
ter deal than they have now. 

He gave this rundown of 
some of the proposed plans: 

• Health Security Program—r 
as,proposed by the committee 
of .100,- would cover everyone, 
replacing most private health 
insurance, Medicare and other 
government personal - care pro
grams. 

The monsignor, who main
tains contact with committee 
member Bishop Raymond J. 
Gallagher, of Lafayette, Ind., 
pointed out' the program would 
provide • all necessary doctor 
services and all hospital, nurs
ing home and home health ser
vices for up to 120 days for 
each illness. It would offer a 
wide range of mental health 
services with some limits • on 
psychiatric consultations and 
hospital care, dental care and 
drug purchase. I t also would 
provide some therapeutic de
vices such as hearing aids and 
glasses. 

Of funds needed to support 

the piari, 40 per cent would 
come from federal genera} tax 
revenues; 35 per cent from an 
employer payroll tax and 25 per 
cent frojri a tax on individual 
incomes up to $15,000. 

This "iriqney would go into a 
trust fund siinilar to the. one 
set up for. Social Security, But, 
while that tnoney would pay 
Americans' doctor bills, the 
public would still have to pay 

vabout $16 billion each year in 
direct health costs—^mainly for 
adult dental bills, some drugs 
and custodial-type nursing home 
care, 

• Medicredit — proposed by 
the American Medical Associa
tion as an alternative' to com
pulsory health insurance for all 
persons 'under 65, except the 

• military. Medicare would he re
tained. This plan, based on slid
ing federal tax credits, would 
pay up to 1O0 per cent of the 
cost . of privately purchased 
health insurance or prepaid 
group health plan coverage. It 
would provide a minimum, of 60 
days', hospital care plus a full 
range of physician's services 
from well-baby care to open-
heart surgery, 

Under it, the government 
would issue tax credit certifi
cates toward purchase of pri
vate health insurance policies. 
Credits would be based on tax 
liability, not gross Or net in-

' come. Families paying less than 
$300 tax would get a certificate 

^ good for 100 per cent of health 
insurance costsi Government 
help, would go down as ability 
to pay goes Up. 

• AFL-CIO Plan — would 
cover everyone and provide hos
pitalization, physician services 
in the office, home or hospital; 
extended care; custodial care, 
Jiome health services, outpa
tient and in-patient psychiatric 
services; eye exams and pre
scriptions, plus physical exami
nations or multiphasic screen
ing tests. 

The .cost would be borne one 
third each by the employe, em
ployer and the federal govern
ment. 

InBoitie fihiirch 
Home ~ (NC) — Americans 

do not need a new ideology to 
meet- the problems of bur times, 
Henry Cabot Lodge told a con
gregation in Santa Susanna's 
church, the parish church for 
American Catholics living in 
Rome. 

Lodge, special envoy of Presi
dent Nixon to the Holy See, at
tended Mass in the church July 
12 and spoke briefly to the con
gregation after the Last Bless
ing. 

"We have the Constitution 
and the Declaration," and -what 
is needed today is to live up 
to what we already have, said 
Lodge — an Episcopalian. 

On the temporal side, he said, 
we have the inheritance of the 
Founding fathers and on the 
spiritual side we have the teach
ings of the Christian, religion. 
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