
Chicago--(N€)—The National 
Federation of Ppests! Councils 
WpvC) revealed at its regular, 
soring board meeting here Mat 
further communication has been 
received from Rome on the case 
of 19 Washington priests discip­
lined for their stand on birth 
control, • 

Father Frank Bonnike, NFPC 
president, told NC News that a 
letter from Cardinal Jean Vil-
lot, papal secretary of state, 
said the Pope preferred "con­
ciliation" in the dispute- Corre­
spondence is continuing, the 
NFPC president said. . 

Library Holiday 
The Rundell Library and all 

12 city branches will take a 
long weekend for Independence 
Day. 

The libraries, which will be 
closed Saturdays until Sept. 5, 
will take Friday off, July 3. 

KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN 
SCHEDULE FIELD MASS 
The 53rd annual Military 

Field Mass of the Knights of 
St. John and Ladies Auxiliary 
will be offered at Holy Sepul­
chre Cemetery on Sunday, June 
28, at 10 a.ra. 

Bishop James E. Kearney will 
celebrate a Latin Mass. The 
public is invited. 

The 19 priests were among a 
group of 39 disciplined by Car­
dinal O'Boyle for' dissenting 
from the cardinal's interpreta­
tion of the Pope's 1968 birth 
control encyclical, Humanae 
Vitae. Cardinal O'Boyle relieved 
39 priests of various priestly 
faculties such as hearing con­
fession or preaching. He said 
the dispute was not subject to 
mediation or arbitration be­
cause it involved doctrine. 

After jurisdictional questions 
blocked their case in two 
Church courts, 19 volunteers 
from the- original group sent a 
direct appeal to Rome. The 
NFPC then was asked to inter­
cede for the priests. 

At its spring meeting, the 28-
member NFPC board estab-
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lished procedures to be fol­
lowed before the group would 
become involved in future due 
process cases. Father Bonnike 
said the NFPC had received 
five requests for intervention 
since it had taken up the Wash­
ington priests' case. He said the 
board was afraid it would be 
"running to try to put out every 
fire in the Church." 

In the future, the board held 
that individual priests whose 
dioceses do not have formal due 

process procedures, or those 
who are unhappy with the out­
come of arbitration on a dioce­
san level, should first present 
their case to. their local priests' 
council. 

The next step would be for 
the local council to present the 
case to NFPC province repre­
sentatives. Only if these prelim­

inary steps should prove inef­
fectual would a case be ap­
pealed to the NFPC as a whole. 

The board also called for the 
establishment of "administra­
tive tribunals," appeal courts 
which could be used by all 
Church employees and mem­
bers, both clerical and lay, who 
have grievances. 
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ST. THOMAS MORE School 
SUMMER SCHOOL July 5 thru August 16. 

A college preparatory boarding school for boys, grades 9-12, 
conducted by Catholic laymen. Special attention to improve 
study habits and develop potential. 

• Small classes (11-6), G days a week 
O Weekly tests • Supervised study 
• Individualized remedial programs 

, • Compulsory help for under-achievers 
•^ 100-acre campus on Gardner Lake. Excellent facil­

ities. Daily physical training for all. Jesuit 
chaplains. Mass in school chapel. 

school and separate one-year postgraduate division. . Catalog: 
Hanrahan, Hdm., Colchester, Con. 06415. Tel. 203 848-9266 
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"Happy are those who are 
^ called1 to hissupper" 

After a 9-hour journey through 
swamp and brush, tip hills, and across fields, 

this Samoan priest gives Last Rites to a dying man. 
A missionary's generosity is exceeded only hy his Faith. 
Please support God's servants. Send your check today. 
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
SEND YOUR GIFT T O 

The Right Reverend Edward T. O'Meara 
National Director 

.366 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 100O1 

OR 
Rev* Joseph F. Remhart 
Diocesan Director 
50 Chestnut Street 
Rochester, New York 14604 
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