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Oberammergan
Criticized by = -
Bible Scholars

the sin of anti-Semitism,” ac-
cording to six of America’s lead-
ing biblical scholars,

“The play unfortunately per-
petuates the age-old Christian
attitude toward the Jews which
contributed to the holocaust of
the thirties and forties of this
¢entury,” the scholars said.

A statement on the drama,

“which is presented every ten

years in the German town of
Oberammergau, was issued a
few days after the group met in
an all-day session at Union
Theological Seminary here. The
signers, five Protestants and a
‘Catholic, were:

Dr. Markus Barth, Pittsburgh
theological Seminary; Father
Raymond Brown, S.S., St. Mary’s
Seminary, Baltimore; Dr, W. D.
Davies, Duke University Divin-
ity School, Durham, N.C.; Dr.

. W. R. Farmer, Perkins School

of Theology, Southern Method-
ist University, Dallas; Dr. James
Sanders, Union Seminary, and
Dr. Krister Stendahl, dean of
the Harvard University Divin-
ity School.

Originated in 1634, the play
used the same text from 1860
through 1960. As plans were
made for the 1970 production, a
great outery from Jewish
groups through the world pro-
tested that the script contained
hostile attitudes toward Jews.

The whole issue of the text
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