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Jesuit Survey Criticizes 
Missionaries in India 

New Delhi — (KNS) — In
dia's Jesuits have been criticiz
ed for serving the richer classes 
in an official report compiled 
here by a national Jesuit team. 

It declared, "Jesuits haye 
been moving with the middle 
and upper classes. They should 
come down to the level of ordi
nary folk." 

The report — framed from 
findings of the first national 
survey of Jesuit activities in 
this country — will be studied 
in depth at a conference of In
dian Jesuits at Bangalore in 
June. The survey was undertak
en as part of a global investi
gation of Jesuit activities which 
was voted at a world confer
ence of Jesuits in Rome five 
years ago. 

The 75,000-word document 
calls for evolution of a "Jesuit 
pastoral policy," clearly orient
ed and concretely planned, "a 
pastoral ideal" that Jesuit young 
men .can aspire to. 

In the past, Jesuit work in 
India has been largely in the 
educational field — colleges 
and high school predominantly. 

However, there was no gen
eral agreement that the high
est priority should continue to 
be given to educational work. 
There is a tendency to place 
less emphasis on educational in
stitutions "than we have done 
in the past," the report declared. 

IS introducing the report, the 

Pa. Governor 

Urges Cutback 

In School Aid 
Harrisburg, Pa.—(RNS) — A 

sharp cutback in state aid to ed
ucation, including parochial 
schools, was proposed by Gov. 
Raymond P. Shafer in his 1970-
71 budget proposals to the Gen
eral Assembly. 

• He cited a lack of state rev
enue and the unwillingness of 
the Legislature to provide addi
tional funds. The purchase of 
educational service program, 
under which Roman Catholic 
parochial schools and other pri
vate institutions would* have 
been slated to receive $30 mil
lion, was pared to $18 million 
by the governor. 

This amount represents ap
proximately the same sum ap
proved for the current year. 

£ourier-Journal 

Jesuit General, Father Peter Ar-
rupe, said in. a letter to Indian 
Jesuits that the society must, 
cooperate to free the Indian 
people from their burden of 
poverty and illiteracy, but at 
the same time and primarily it 
must strive .to preserve their 
freedom and the sense of true 
spiritual values. 

The challenge of India's pov
erty requires changes in 'both 
attitudes and structures, Father 
Arrupe declared. 

The report declared that In
dian Jesuits are mostly con
cerned with the intellectual and 
professional classes, and to a 
lesser extent with the leisured 
classes, but only slightly with 
the working poo>r. 

"Our schools are schools for 
the rich; we cannot or do not 
make provision for the poorer 
classes of society (the lower 
middle classes; the working 
classes are quite another mat
ter)." 

". . . Jesuits generally agree 
with the charge made against 
us by others that we favor the 

well-to-do upper classes to the 
neglect of the poor. 

"The most common explana
tion of this bias seems to be 
that traditionally the society 
has worked for the elite." 

Of India's ecumenical move
ment, the report says that 
Jesuits lack a "province policy" 
on ecumenism and do not seem 
to be very active in the field. 

There is no doubt, says the 
report, that notwithstanding 
their "small and. possibly dwind
ling numbers," Protestants in 
India are doing much for the 
cause of Christ. Congregational 
churches in the past, it added, 
have contributed much to the 
advancement of the Indian peo
ple in many fields by their ex
cellent institutions and pro
grams. 

The report also declares that 
while. Jesuit citizens in India 
should avoid any direct politi
cal activities such as electioneer
ing, joining parties, standing for 
office, they should know what 
the various political, parties are 
and should vote intelligently. 
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NCCB 
Baltimore, Md.' •— .,. , 

Cardinal Lawrence Shehan _ of 
Baltimore predicted here that 
in • the riot-too-distant future 
some sessions of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(NCCB) may be open to the 
press. 

Writing in the May 1 issue 
of the Baltimore Review, the 
archdiocesan newspaper, Cardi
nal Shehan noted that at their 
recent meeting in San-Francisco 
the American bishops fell one 
vote short of approving a mo
tion permitting press coverage 

of their sessions; A two-thirds 
vote was required for passage. 

, <"The vote;" Cardinal Shehan 
..••wrote*- "showed . . , that the 
overwhelming majority of bish
ops actually favor a change in 
procedure which will permit the 
press and other groups to be 
present for certain meetings of 
the conference of bishops. 

t?While it is true that the 
next meeting of the bishops will 
be closed, the vote seems to 
me to' indicate clearly that a 
change will be made in the not-

»distant future." 
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A HOME 
OF THEIR 
OWN 

THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

We shudder when we' see them on TV, the 
families in India who have never lived indoors. 
They live in the streets, painfully, sleep huddled 
together on matting on the sidewalks. The pen
nies they earn1 buy scraps of food and r a g s . . . . 
In Calcutta alone they number 100,000. They 
are not drunkards or tramps, these families. 
All they need is a chance. . . . "For only $200 
(for materials), we can give a family a home," 
states Joseph Cardinal Parecattil from Erna-
kulam. "We'll provide the supervision, our men 
will do the work free-of-charge, and the family 
will own i t outright once they prove they can 
take care of it themselves. We'll start the work 
immediately. Can you imagine the happiness a 
'home of their own' will bring?".. . Here's your 
chance to thank God for your family, your home. 
Cardinal Parecattil will write to say thanks. 
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"-WHAT ELSE CAW I DO ABOUT INDIA?" 

• The parishioners gather the stones and do 
the construction free-of-charge, under their par
ish priest's direction- Thafs how in India a 
church, school, rectory and convent can be 
built for only $10,000. . . . Name the parish 
for your favorite saint, we'll erect a permanent 
plaque asking prayers for your loved ones, if 
you build a parish as your once-in-a lifetime 
mission gift. 

• Archbishop Mar Gregorios will write person
ally to say where he'll locate it if you enable 
htm to buy ($975) two acres of land as a model 
farm Tor a parish priest. Raising his own food, 
the priest "can teach his parishioners how to in
crease their crop production. (A hoe costs only 
$1.25, a shovel $2.35.) 

• In the hands of a thrifty native Sister your 
gift in any amount ($1,000, $750, $500, $250, 
$100, $75, $50, $25, $15, $10, $5, $2) Will 
fill empty stomachs with milk, rice, fish and 
vegetables. . . . If you feel nobody needs you, 
help feed these hungry boys and girls! 
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