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By SISTE KATHLEEN
MILLIKEN, RSM.

Mother Mary Magdalene, 12
years Mother General of the Sis-
ters of Mercy of the diocese,
and a teacher -in diocesan
schools for more than 20 years,
last week celebrated the golden
Jubilee of her religious life.

For Mother Magdalene, ,the
beauty of 50 years as a Sister of
Mercy has brought fullness.to
a life still active in the service
of others. Gentle, gracious, with

a twinkle in her eye betraying

a never-failing sense of humor,
she spends several hours each
day interviewing freshmen at
Cardinal Mooney High School,
helping them investigate pos-
sible careers, encouraging
doubtful students and those
:vho’ “just want someone to lis-
en.”

Administrative positions in
her congregation have claimed
30 of Mother's years m the re-
ligious life, and she is w1dely
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MOTHER .MAGDALENE

known in both clerical and lay
circles,

Mother Magdalene began her
career at St. John the Evange-
list School on Humboldt Street,
followed by six years of teach-
ing Latin, German, math and
religion at Our Lady of Mercy
ngh School.
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MOTHER THERESE COUDERC

Cenacle Foundress
To Be Canonized

Blessed Therese Coudere,
foundress ;of the Congregatxon

of Our Lady of the Retreat in .

the Cenacle, will he elevated to
sainthood by Pope Paul VI,
Sunday, May 10, in St. Peter’s
Basilica, Rome,

The congregatior Mother
Therese founded is dedicated
to providing spiritual renewal
programs for both Catholics
and nen-Catholies, in more than
60 centers throughout the
world.

Sister Clare Lill, the writer
of this article, is a member of
the ecommunity which operates
the Cenacle Retreat House at
693 East Ave., Rochester.

By SISTER CLARE LILL

Sister’ Therese Coudere was
born Feb, 1, 1805 in a moun-
tain village of France, Sabli-
eres. She was baptized Marie
Victoire on the following day.

Marie Victoire grew up in a
strong peasant environment.
She was a daughter of the soil.
Her education was meagre.
But a priest giving a mission
in her parish, Father Stephen
Terme, saw in Marie Victoire a
resolute girl of sound judg-
ment, hard common sense, and
a willingness to serve God. To
her father, Claude Coudere, he
said, “Give me your daughter.
I want to make a nun of her.”

Finally, permission was 'ob-
tained and at the age of 22
Marie Victoire received the re-
ligious habit at the hands of
the Bishop of Vivarais and
took the name Therese.

A short time Iater Sister
Therese was placed in charge
of a house which Father Terme

Courier-Journal

had established at La Louvese
to grant hospitality to women
making pilgrimages to the
tomb of St Francxs Regis,
Through her persuasion, these
women pilgrims were gradually
induced to spend a few days in
meditation.

The days of prayer were soon
to become retreats. Father
Terme made a retreat under
the Jesuits and experienced
the Exercises of St. Ignatms
Won over to their searing
logic, he persuaded the Sisters
at La Louvesc to adapt the
Spiritual Exercises for the
pilgrims.

Father Terme died soon af-
ter; and Mother Therese, with
the help of the Jesuit Fathers,
wisely governed the new con-
gregation for some years. Dur-
ing this time the congregation
received the title — Congrega-
tion of Our Lady of the Retreat
in the Cenacle.

However God had other plans
for Mother Therese and after
some years as Superior General
she was removed from office,
being considered by some in-
capable of governing.

From that time on she was
placed in the lowest rank and
assigned only very humble and
menial tasks in the congrega-
tion she had founded. She ac-
cepted all this willingly-—see-

ing in it God’s plan for her. In- -~

deed, her title and renown as
foundress was not so much by

her ruling and teaching as by

her resemblance to the “grain
of wheat which must die in or-
der to bring about much fruit.”

Mother Therese died at 80 in
the yeoar 1885,

) She yeceived a B.A. in: philos-

ophy and Latin at Canisius Col-

lege, and an M.A. in Latin from
St. Bonaventure Umvers1ty

In 1937 "she was appointed
directress. of mnovices; three
years later she became assistant-
to the mother general, and from
1943 to'1949 she herself served
as mother general of the con.
gregation. -

In 1955 she was re-élected

mother general for six years,
then 'returned to BElmira as re-
ligious superior and membér of
theology dnd guidance départ-
ments at Notre Dame High
School from 1961 to 1967.

For the past three years
Mother Magdalene has been on
the guidance staff at Cardinal

. Mooney High School.

During her years as mother
general, she was active in both
the U.S. Conference of Major
Superiors and the Sister For-
matlon movement,

Important milestones achiev-
ed by the congregation during
her  administration
the opening of Notre Dame
High School in 1955, the dedi-
cation of the McAuley special
services wing of the mother-
house in 1959 and the celebra-
tion of the centehary of the
Rochester Sisters of Mercy in
1957. The new Notre Dame Con-
vent in Elmira  was built and
dedicated during her term there
as superior.

Reflecting on the many
changes she has observed
throughout her years in the re.
ligious life, Mother Magdalene
feels that they are signs of
growth and health, Changes in
siructure and custom do mnot
upset her; she considers them
necessary and valuable; “The
spirit is still there, but shown
now in different ways,” she
opines, :

She is one of the Sisters ex-
perimenting with wearing con-
temporary clothing, and often
wears a black dress or suit.

Regarding youth, both in gen-
eral and in the religious life,
Mother finds them “very gener-
ous and willing. I have enjoy-
ed working with them; give
them a little more time for liv-
ing and they'll be fine.”

Special mention goes to the
many priests she has known.
Their cooperation often eased
her burdens, and she particu-
larly expresses gratitude to
Bishop Kearney and Bishop
Casey for their encouragement
and support.

Among the other enriching
relationships Mother has en-
joyed are those with the Broth-
ers of Holy Cross, with whom
she worked in the planning of
Cardinal Mooney High School.

“I owe much to the dedicated
lay people too,” she reminisces.
“The interest and help offered
by the women of the Mercy
Guild, the Mercy High alumnae
and. the families and friends of
the Sisters could not be
measured.”

Mother Magdalene celebrated
her jubilee last week at Cardi-
nal Mooney Convent. A small
gathering of relatives and Sis-
ters joined her for a special
Mass of thanksgiving and din-
ner. It was a quiet celébration,

CAMP KEUKA

Hammondsport, N.Y.
July 1-July 22 BOYS 9-14
July 25-Aug. 17 BOYS 13-16
‘ Sailing-Soccer-Tennis-
Camping-Touring-Western
New York .and Ontario.

Visit Watkins Glen Races,
Cooperstown and week
canoe-raft trip.

For Brochure:

CAMP KEUKA
3450 38th St., N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20016
Phone: 202-244-8655
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- typical of a Sistér- who even. m
her days in the public eye was

always... retiring, deferfﬁng' to
others S
She truly shows that “the

fullness of. llfe does ‘ot come-i :
from. ttungs ‘outside us” Or, as -
the psalmlst aptly smgs, ““The..

. beauty of the kmgs daughter :
s from w1thin
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Suspended & Block Cezlmgs
ONE DAY INSTALLATIONS
Free Eshmates——Call Day or Night

S JOSEPH DE GEORGE CEILING

NO %

DUST

334-92 ] 0

CLASSES
NOW
FORMING

-CLASSES

NOW
FORMING

PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHOICE

] DATA PROCESSING (Day & Night Classes)
(] FASHION MERCHANDISING (Days)
[] SECRETARIAL (Days) :

MAIL COUPON TO: ROCHESTER BUSINESS INSTITUTE
172 CLINTON AVE. SOUTH, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

ADDRESS
CITY e e e -

CALL 325-7290

DYNAC.

MEDICATED SKIN CLEANSER

For a very limited time, you can obtain a very expen-
sive medicated skin cleanser for a very small price,
25¢. Following this offer, DYNAC Medicated Skin
Cleanser will be sold at your pharmacist’s for about

five times the above price.

DYNAC Medicated Skin Cleanser deep-cleans oily
skin and helps clear blackheads, enlarged pores, pim-~
ples, and acne, Take advantage of this limited intro-

ductory offer.
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Please forward one botlle of DYNAC Medicated Skin Cleanser to:

Name,

City.

State

Zip Cfode

Send coupon and 25¢ in coin to : Dept. GA, Richards
122 East 42nd Street, New York, Newaork 1001 har on-Mereell inc.,
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Let us show you how easy it
is to change to International
of Utica gas heat. Doesn’t
cost a fortune . .. heats like
a million. Sound investment
too—with International’s un-
paralleled 20-YEAR WAR-
RANTY! Come in . ., . or
call for free heating survey.
No obligation,

CONDITIONING

NO DOWN PAYMENT e EASY CREDIT TERMS
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE -

CALL ANYTIME 458-2846

ROCHESTER AUTOMATIC
HEATING CORPORATION

1459 LAKE AVE,, near Kodak
COMFORT FOR SALE
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