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Fr. Charles Curran:

'Sin Has Lost . .. s Co

By FATHER RICHARD
TORMEY

Father Charles Curran, Roch-
ester diocesan priest who
teaches at Catholic Dniversity
and is president of the Amer-
jcan Theological Society, told

- the Priests” Associationn of Roch-

ester this week that there must
be “a change in omr under-
standing of the nature of sin-
fullness and in the format of
nsine the Sacrament of. Pen-
ance.”

Arguing that the priests
should judge sin in the “rela-
tionship of man to God and to
his neighbor rather than in
some isolated external action,”
Father Curran insisted that
“mortal sin is a vers rare o¢-
currence.”’

Subsequently he adwised that
a new ritual for confession of
non-mortal sins was needed in
parish life because the frequen-
cy of confession has “fallen off
and the laity have los€ a proper
concept of sin. -

“Mortal sin properly under-
stood in terms of a broken re-
lationship of love is the cul-
mination of a gradual develop-
ment lasting over a long period
of time,” he declared- “The ex-
ternal act is always ambiguous
and not expressive of a man’s
internal relationships.™

Father Cwrran’s address on
‘“The Penance Thing” before
about 85 priests who belong to
the 165-member association
highlighted the 3rd annual
plenary session of the PAR at
the Trenholm East Inn on Tues-
day, April 28.

Father Daniel Brent, dioce-
san superintendent of schools,
and Father John Hempel, dioc-
esan director of the Office of
Human Concern, led a discus-
sion on the issues In Roches-
ter’s problem of “quality inte-
grated education.” -

Msgr, Charles Bogle, pastor
of St. John the Xvangelist
Church, Rochester, was general
chairman of the session. Father
John G. Skvorak is.president of
the PAR. Memberskip is vol-
untary and includes only a por-
tion of the nearly 500 active
diocesan and religious priests
serving in the diocese,.

The priests present passed
resolutions caﬂing for:

.9 the establishment of a dice-
esan pastoral council;

e the formation of parish
councils in every parish of the
diocese;

e investigation of™ the “feasi-
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bility of limited tenure for pas-
tors, specialized ministries and
voice given to the laity regard-
ing -the acceptability of the
elergy assigned to them”;

e support for the efforts of
Rochester’s Citizens for Quality
Integrated Education;

o study of a procedure “for
the selection of bishops” shared
by the clergy and laity of the
diocese:

e support of Washington
priests - suspended since 1968
for their position on artificial
confraceptives. . )
Father Curran based his opin-

ions on the urgency of a renew-
al of .the Sacrament of Penance

on Sacred Scripture, historical -

developments and “the contem-

- .porary experience of - Chris

tians.”

Acknowledging that the is-
sue of sin was too juridical and
legalistic in past centuries, he
asserted that today “sin has lost
its intensely personal meaning
to say nothing of its social and
cosmic dimension.” |

“True penarice must mean a
change of heart toward God
and neighbor, a realization that
we must seek a reconciliation
and adopt a continuing har-
mony with the Creator and our
neighbor.”

Too often, he implied, the
penitent’s concern over the ex-
ternal evil actions of the past
made him forget that his sinful
condition required a “continual
conversion” bringing him back
to faithful love of God.

Regretting that the U.S. Bish-
ops have permitted no experi-
mentation with formats for the
penance ritual which will be
“more meaningful for the laity”
than the present discipline, the
th_eologian hoped that “‘changes
will come from the bottom wup,
not from the top down”.

“A mew format for confession
will not be a panacea for the

smic Dimension”
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problems of our sinfulmness. We
need a whole new teaching on
sin, God’s Iove for us, the social
dimensions of our lives. But I
believe we need to des_lelop a
plurality of rites which in their
entirety try to express and cele-
brate the full mystery of for-
giveness anxd conversion.”

Father Cutran held that com-
munal penance services without
individual confession are truly
sacramental but warned t:hat
priests celebrating these rites
“must exereise great prudence”.

“There are theological - and
psychological values in the for-
mat of owr specific auricular
confession, but there remains a
need,” he chimed, “to develop
other rites of the sacrgment
which emphasize more impor-
tant values.”

Governor Holds
Meeting on Drugs

Diocesarr representatives par-
ticipated i an Interfaith Con-
vocation on Drug Abuse con-
vened by Gov. Rockefeller yes-
terday at the Thruway Hyatt
House in Albany.

Gov, Rockefeller and Terence
Cardinal Cooke of New York
were amorrg the speakers.

State leaders told religious
representatives that only the
church cann properly emphasize
the spirittaal values needed to
cope with the dangerous growth
of drug problems especially
among yoxath,
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Funeral Home
139 Walnut St,
Dial 936-9121
Conming, N, Y.

CAROSCIO'S

Tile & Marble
Real Clay Tile
Rubber - Asphalt Tile

RE 2-0252 i
414 W. SECOND ST.

LOLL’S PHARMAGY

R. C. LOLL, PHARMACIST
PRESCRIPTIONS
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OPEN TIHL 11 PM. DALY

903 DAVIS ST.  ELMIRA
RE 2-6674
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FUNERAL Mlg HOMES
NG,
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ELMIRA, NEW YORK
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The House of Quality Furnishings
Fine Furniture By JAMESTOWN LOUNGE
CONANT BAILL BIGELOW
DREXEL RUGS and BROADLOOM
HALLAGAN KARASTAN RUGS.
e & .
DISHINCTIVE FURNITURE ® RUGS ® DRAPERIES ® APPLANCES
- . ELMIRA, 115 E. WATER ST.
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KELLY REXALL DRUGS
“ABOVE ALL—A REAL DRUG STORE™
HAVE YOUR PHYSICIAN CALL
RE 2-0591
PRESCRIPTIONS DELIVERED

227 HOFFMAN ST.
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A strong form-fitting washabie sapport
for reducible inguinal Hemia, Back
facing adjustable. Smaps in front. Ad-
Justable jeg strap. Sft, flat groin
pad. For .men, women and chifdren,
Nail oders: give meastre around low-
est part of abdomen. Specify right, left
or dovhle,
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 Delivery Service
130 S. MAIN ST. ELMIRA

F. 1., F. M., Wm. R, P. J. and
G. W, STEED

Professional Pharmacy
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FINGER LAKES NATIONAL BANK

SOUTHPORT OFFICE—
SOUTHPORT SHOPPING CENTER
BRCADWAY AT PENNA. AVE,
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GHECKING AGCOUNTS FOR
RETIRED PERSONS ON SOCIAL SECURITY

NO MINIMUM CHARGE BALANGE
NO cHARGE FOR cHEGKS
PHONE 734-3631 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS

FINGER LAKES NATIONAL BANK

Wedne’sday,- May 6, 1970

Your magic carpet in
the Twin Tiers.

Over 10,000 square yards. Alexander-Smith, Bigelow,
Cabin Crafts . ..

Over 200 remnants and mill ends . ..

A trained carpet  Estimater
will call on you with a com-

4 2 plete  selection of samples
Monday and Friday till 9 from which*to choose. No ob-

Weekdays and Saturday till 5:00 liggtion.

*

Shop at home

elmira rug cormpany

JHONE 7329782

ROUTE £33, THE MIRACIE MILE (| MILE SOUTH - WESTINGHOUSE CRCIL}

* - in Elmira

Back te schoel or back to work, at home or away
2 Smith-Corona Powerline portahle from

L. W. HASTINGS
will help you streak through

all your writing with the greatest of_ sase!
EASY

Sow ity
THE SMITH-CORDNA®
CLASSIC™12

HASTINGS

Dial RE. 2-3944 211 State Si.

Elmira
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