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School Survey
Seen Lacking

Editox: -

The survey which is expected
to clarify the future of Catho-
lic education in' the Diocese of
Rochester makes no mention of
either “special education” or
“yocational education”. Can the
lack of such education be re-
sponsible for the presence in
public or non-Catholic schools
of more than 50 per cent of
Catholic -children? ‘I have rea-
son to believe that Catholic
children need and deserve such
education.

Why? All children are in-
dividuals with each of the spe-
cific needs and wants that in-
dividuals must have, in order
to be happy and not out of joint
with the rest of humankind.
Many children have talents that
must be discovered and frained
at an early "age. Maria Montes-
sori, the international educator,
claimed that all children about
the age of 3, have capacities,
unique {o that age, for music
and art.

Unless such talent be har-
nessed at that age, the child’s
advancing years with their cer-
tain distractions will tend to
crowd out his incipient genius.
Can’t Catholic schools of the
future promote such talent?
Wwill there be no special Cath-
olic schools for the slow-learn-
ing chili separate from those
for the gifted? Is there no ex-
pectation for the future that
Catholic scheols for the men-
tally retarded will expand?

If comrect diagnosis prove a
child fo have poor vision or
partial or complete deafness, is
there no Catholic School in the
Diocese of Rochester for him fo
attend that will take care of his
“special” training?

“Yocational education” has
no place in the survey, Why
ca’t a Catholic high school
shaped to the purposes of “Edi-
son Tech” be set up to serve
those young atholics who
neither need nor want the
wholly academic type of educa-
tion the present Catholic school
system. seems to favor? If par-
ents send their children to Cath-
olic schools to learn how to live,
why can’t they also send them
to learn how to make a living?

—~John J. Overlander
201 Wimbledon Road
Rochester; N. Y. 14617

Write Your Lawmaker

SENATORS

Thomas Laverne, 50th Distvict, 4199
St. Paul Blvd., Rochestetr, N.Y, 14617.

James E. Powers, 5ist District, 17
Evergeen Drive, Chili, N.Y_ 14624.

William T, Smith, 48 District, Smith-
ome Farms, RD 1, Elmira, N.Y, 14803.

Theodore D. Day, 40th District, RD:
2, Interlnken, N.Y. 14847,

Thomas E. McGowan, 54th Distriet,
704 Brisbame Bldg.. Buffalo, N.Y,

ASSEMBLYMEN

Donald €, Shoemaker, 130th District,
833 Lake Road, Webster, N. Y, 14580.

Raymond J, Lill, 131st District, 31
‘Wolfert Ter.. Rochester, N.¥, 14621.

S. William Rosenberg, 132nd District.
1860 Clover Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 14618.

Frank Carroll, 133rd District; 613
Elmgrove Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14606.

William M. Steinfeldt, 134th District,
217 Weston Rd,, Rochester, N.Y. 14612,

Don W, Cook, 135th District, P.O.
Box 181, Henrietta, N.Y. 14467.

George Michaels, 122nd District, 10
Norman Ave., Auburn, N.Y.

Constance E, Cook, 125th District,
Coy Glen Road, Tthaca, N.Y. 14850.

L. Richard Marshall, 126th District, 7
Strathuist Park, Elmira, N.Y, 14905.

Charles D. Henderson, 127th District,
39 Churck St., Hornell, N.Y. 14843.

Frederick I, Warder, 128th District,
100 Lewis St., Genevy, N.Y, 14466.l

Joseph Finley, 12 istri
Waltworth, N _14232., District, RDI,

James L, Emery, 136th District, 5477
Lakevills Road, Geneseo, N.Y,. 14454.

All mey he addressed at
Capitol, Albahy»,-N .Y,siZZ(?l. the State

Courier-.']ourn‘ai
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"NOW L ASK YOU — WHAT KINP OF PQCK,
DEMENTED SQUL WOULD COME INTO A
CHURCH AND STEAL THE PULPIT MICROPHONE?!

Albany Wire

There is little time left, this
session, and the pace of the
legislative action is beginning
to show it: longer sessions; more
bills up, passed and on to the
governor; an element of rush,
hurry, hurry on the hill. For
example, this week both houses
met on Thursday for a full
day's work ., . . mormally de-
bates are scheduled Monday
through Wednesday only. Also,
there was no Easter recess ex-
cept for Good Friday.

¥f things aren’t wound up by
April 18, they will not meet the
week of April 20 (Jewish Pass-
over) but return April 27 to
finish and adjourn. As you can
see, that means only a few full
debate days left.

AID TO EDUCATION

Right now the education aid
bill is in the governor’s court.
He continues 10 say he doesn't
want a new, long range pro-
gram (this, he says, is why he
opposes the Speno-Lerner Tui-
tion Aid plan which provides’
aids to parents on a sliding
scale to help meet tuition costs
of secular subjects taught in
the non-public schools. It’s pat-
texned after the Scholar Incen-
tive Program, and meets consti-
turtional tests under both the
First Amendment of Separation
of Church and State and the
Blaine Amendment of the New
York State Constitution).

As yet the governor has
come up with no alternative
and parents groups are continu-
ing to press strongly for Speno-
Lerner. Exactly how hard they
are pressing is evident here.
Legislators say they have never
seen such an outpouring of mall,
visits, telephone calls on behalf
of any aid bill in their memory.
Continued emphasis and con-
tact is the only way we can be
sare legislators will vote for aid
to non-public schools this year.

One point worth mnoting:
should the governor come up

-with some alternative plan of

aid, it must be acceptable to the
parents groups, Because they
have put the pressure on the
legislators. And since it’s not
a party issue, the governor
cannot command votes in the
legislature (even though he’s a
mighty persuader).

WELFARE HEARING

The Catholic Committee ap-
peared this week at the ]qmt
Senate-Assembly Social Services
hearing to urge repeal of the
209, co-insurance provision of
the present medicaid legisla-
tion, The last legislature passed

" a bill requiring the medically.

needy to pay one out of every
five dollars worth of mgdlcal
bills they get. In effect it re-
duces their aid by 20%.

It~ is called an “administra-

tive -monstrosity” by health
commissioners, doctors ete. who
believe it -will result in less

care rather than more money
for care, Its aim is to cut
medicaid costs. Any saving
would be more than offset by
the administrative costs (so
says state Health Commissioner
Wyman) and fewer doctors will-
ing to accept medicaid patients
(they have to coliect the $§1
from their patients and the $¢
from the State.) The complica-
tions, also, will discourage fam-
ilies from getting care thus cre-
ating greater social problems in
the future.

The bill has some chance of
passage, though many upstate
legislators oppose it.

COUNT

You may not believe this but
the current count of bills enter-
ed in the Senate is 9,029 and in
the Assembly 6,522 as of Mar.
24. Bills signed into law as of
that date by the governor: 84.

That's a long, long way to go.

first.

" The Slof Man

We I|nvite

By Carmen Viglucci

Y ourComment 1

‘The greatest news story ever
written was done in' eight
words:

“God created heaven .and
earth and all things.”

This simple yet powerful sen-
tence evokes the familiar feel-
ing “I wish I had written that.”

Yet in one sense I'm glad it
wasn’t in the Courier-Journal

Here’s what we might hear:

A new theologian: Just how
does this statement apply to to-
day’s crucial issues.

A ftraditionalist: I don't
think it's the function of a
diocesan newspaper to meddle
in theological matters.

Woman xeader: I wish you'd
lay off that heavy stuff and
print more recipes.

0ld reader: You should stop
pandering to the younger gen-
eration.

Young reader: You should
stop pandering to the older gen-
eration,

TV bug: Why wasn't it on
television?

Second TV bug: I'm glad it
wasn’t. They would have pre-
empted “Edge of Night”.

Industry leader: Did he pat-
ent it?

" Up-to-date layman: You won't
ii{r&d that kind of stuff in the
R.

Second up-fo-date layman:
Where did you steal that from
— the NCR?

All of which leads us to the
crux of this column. Accepting
criticism is part of the daily

routine of a newspaperman, It’s
not overstatement to say that

* no matter what you do some-

one will take umbrage. It’s not
even safe to defend motherhood
these days.

_Objectivity is the Holy Grail
of the good journalist and when
he achieves it he leaves him-
self open to’ criticism since he
will have aggravated everybody
on all sides of every issue.

Recently one reader wanted

" to know why we haven’t printed

“the other side” of the abortion
issue. This is a fair question.
If we were a secular paper we
would, of course, be remiss if
we didn't tell both sides of
every issue.

Things aren't that simple for
a Catholic newspaper. We have
to be involved with the moral
aspects of this particular issue
and there are no two sides,
gbortion is premeditated mur-

er.

It goes against a newsman’s

‘grain but herxe is a case where

objectivity must come in second.

A Jehovah’s Witness I know
says it best.

“Here is a case where the
Christian, even an elected of
ficial, must put his faith to the
test. His Christian duty must
come before all other respon-
sibility and he must act accord-
ingly. Opposing abortion is a
fine way to be a witness' for
Christ.”

With a new Courier in circu.
lation I can’t close without in-
viting your comments and, yes,
criticisms on it. So no matter
how you react, whether it be
with gales of laughter, a favor-.
able smile, a pout, indignation,
or clear, helpful advice.

DON'T FORGET TO WRITE!

mADR Jpr-0)

Wednesday, April 15, 1970

ENJOY A RUND'S

CLAMBAKE

TODAY THRU SUN., APRIL 19th

Includes...

CLAM BROTH
BAG OF CLAMS
LOBSTER TAILS
BROILED
CHICKEN
POTATO
ROLLS & BUTTER

95

TODAY
THRU SUNDAY,
APRIL 19th

LUNCHEON FEATURE
PRIME RIB SANDWICH

5200 . e

Includes:
Potato & Vegetable

SERVED RARE/ MEDIUM/or WELL

SAT., APR. 19

2851 W. HENRIETTA RD.

Closed" Mondays

a73-3891
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