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Chicago — (NC) — "Priests 
must be neither foot-draggers, 
nor gun-slingers in their rela
tions .with tiishops," Father 
Frank Bonnike, newly elected 
president of the National Fed
eration of Priests Councils 
(NFPC) declared here. 

Pastor of St. Mary's Church 
in DeKalb, 111., Father Bonnike 
said "priests must do their 
homework, appreciate the pres
sures which bishops face today, 
and do everything to keep open 
channels of communication." 

The road to reduced tensions 
between bishops and priests is 
"dialogue, dialogue, dialogue," 
he said. "We all have to rid 
ourselves of the stereotypes we 
have about one another," he 
added. 

Father Bonnike, elected at 
the federation's recent conven
tion in San Diego, Calif., dis
cussed a wide range of issues 
facing today's priests during 
an interview at NFPC head
quarters here. 

Father Bonnike, 47, a native 
of Elgin, III., has had a lively 
career since his ordination in 
1952. He has served as adminis
trator and pastor of three par
ishes in the Eocfcford diocese 
as a school superintendent, and 
is currently a member of the 
diocesan urban task farce. He 
helped found the Rockford 
priests senate in 1987 and 
served as its first president. 

Citing the need for open lines 
of communication, Father Bon
nike said: "The important thing 
is to create forums where every
body can be heard, and in true 
faith to look for the Holy Spirit 
wherever people are working 
for the reign of God." 

He added: "It is important 
also that bishops establish a 
means of direct and early re
sponse to the decisions and 
resolutions of their priest coun
cils, even if this decision is to 
send the resolution back to 
committee for further study. 
In this way priests know that 
their bishops listen seriously 
and are concerned." 

The thrust of the Church will 
be to explore areas of shared 
responsibility- To deny shared 
responsibility is to deny the 
Holy Spirit 'who breathes where 
he will,'" he said. 

"Co-responsibility is impossi
ble, however, without shared 
information. One cannot be or 
feel responsible or act respon
sible without information." 

The NFPC leader said shared 
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responsibility does not mean 
shared authority. He quoted 
former President Truman who 
often said, '.'the buck stops' 
here." 

"The same is true in every 
city and state, and also in our 
nation," Father Bonnike noted. 
"There are also limits in the 
formulation of theological doc
trine. Hence the bishop must 
be recognized, and accepted as 
final authority in diocesan life." 

The priest said that shared 
responsibility and co-responsi
bility were closely- related to 
the frequent demand for more 
democracy in. the Church. 

"It would be difficult to be
lieve," he said, "that votes 
could decide everything short 
of theology in the Church. Our 
democracy has its checks and 
balances and. so should the 
Church. It is more important to 
look for-consensus. I feel also 

that in certain instances tim-
ocracy, rule by the qualified, is 
to be preferred to monarchy 
and democracy.'' 

Father Bonnike said he saw 
no let-up in the discussion of 
celibacy. He said he personally 
favored optional, celibacy "for 
all priests across the board and 
the return to the active min
istry of those married priests 
who wish to do so." 

"More importantly,," he said, 
"the entire people of God will 
have to be consulted on the 
subject." 

The NFPC leader said that 
'since such a high percentage 
of people are under 25, "it is 
important that young people be 
given a strong voice in parish 
councils, priests' councils and 
as delegates to the NFPC an
nual meetings or any future 
National Pastoral Council." 
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Central air conditioning 
It helps lower 

the high cost of living. 
The long, hot summer; it turns a house into 
an oven when it could and should be an 
oasis of comfort. If it had central air 
conditioning. This way, the cooling is 
controlled through the same ducts that control 
heat. So that not just one room, but every 
room in your house becomes a 
comfort center. 

Think of the cost of hot, sticky heat on 
your comfort alone. It turns cooking and 

ironing into a torture test. For relief you open 
a window and in comes noise, dust, and 
insects instead of the cool air you need. 

„ Pillows turn soggy and you spend the night 
tossing and turning instead of sleeping. But with 
central air conditioning, your whole family enjoys 

greater privacy, crisper sheets, more 
sleep, and drier clothing. Refreshing,isn't it? 

There's an economic factor to heat too. Not just because 
you go to the movies more often to cool off. But because 
wives spend more money on laundry than they have to. 
And husbands go to work less rested, or they work less 
efficiently. Central air conditioning brings down the 
high cost of living in an uncomfortable house, and adds 
to its resale value at the same time. 

You usually think of air conditioning in terms 
of comfort, but think for a minute about its 

effect on your family's health. Hot, sticky 
heat causes heat rashes and unnecessary 
strain on the heart. Which just may make 
central air conditioning more necessary 

than you thought. 

R arnzar 
11* -»*o / . / 
'fSr^^ZZi ROCHESTER GAS AND ELECTRIC X£3EJL ascr 83 EAST AVENUE • S46-270O 

Air Gleaning, heat, cooling, and humidification: the total home comfort svstem , 
that has become a necessity of life. Call RG&E or your heating contractor. 
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