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TEENAGERS WANT TO KNOW

By FATHER MARTIN
Dear Father, e

SPESHUL,

are asking for: it is a direct en-
counter with God in the only
way He has ever communicated
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I am 18 and my boy friend is
a year older, Both of us are
Catholic. For a short period it
seemed that all we thought
about was sex. We did just
about everything. It was almost
as if we were obsessed by sex.

with man — through tangible,
concrete means.

I hope that you can see that
if God is going to speak to us,
with our limited capacity for
communicating with One who
is Spirit (Someone we can't see
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Dear Jenny,

Most general statements are
too sweepmg They usually have
a grain of truth in them, but
they don’t cover all cases,
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I think it’s true to say, how-
ever, that once a couple have
fallen into sin, it is harder for
them to keep their relationship
pure and to keep their trust in
each other. It's harder, but it
certainly isn't impossible,

We know that God draws
good out of evil. Your situation
can be a case in point,
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Now, if you and your boy-
friend have learned this, T see
no reason why your relation-
ship now cannot be truly good
and truly Christian.
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Dear Father,

I am 16 years old and attend-
ed Catholic schools.

I was faught that one must
confess his sins to a priest in
fliorder to be forgiven. However,
I was also taught that God is
everywhere and we can com-
municate with Him through
prayer at any time, particularly
after Communion,
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Why, therefore, can we not
receive forgiveness for our sins| J
by simply confessing them and
expressing our regret for {them
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The question of penance, of
course, comes up. Can I not
do penance for my sins by do-
ing good deeds for others and
thus try to improve poor situ-
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through physical acts can one
fully express this feeling. Isn’t
it more profitable for everyone
in the long run if one.does
good deeds for others?
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Patrick
Dear Patrick,

More and more, people have |3
been asking me the same ques-
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Confession to a priest accom-
plishes just what these people
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