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Father ' Daniel Brent diocesan
superintendeut of .,chools, has watch-
ed the confusion and disagreement
among Rochester groups over the

Goldberg Plan for the public scheols.

Responsible for the schooling of neéar-
ly 12,000 pupils in Catholic schools
of the city, he stated his views on the

topics of school reorganization and

integration when the Courier-Journal
put these question to-him his week:

Q. Father Brent, you pubhcly ap-
proved the Goldberg plan in’ theory.
Please explain how quality education
may be achieved by the reorganiza-
tion proposed for Rochester public
schools.

Fr. B. There are many advantages
to closer age-grouping within .a
school. This permits more effective
team-teaching, more efficient use of

-such materials as libraries«and audio-

visual aids. You can do. more with
organizing children to leain if they
are of near-age groups.

Q, Why do you hold that integrated
education is important? Do you fear
it is dead and unachievable today?

Fr. B. There are intrinsic benefits
to integration. Research proves that
black pupils do better when the races
are mixed and white students get a
real chance to knowithe mmomty
cultures. It's odd that we believe in
the value of sending young people
to Europe to experience foreign life,
but are reluctant to expose them to
strange cultures right in our own
back yard. The Xoerner Report
should have told us that we -must
keep trying to bring the races to-
gether.

It’s naive to think that America
will have no troubles with integra-
tion. The cause needs planning, pati-
ence and good will, But I believe that
it can work: for every place having
problems achieving it, there is an-
other place with at least some mod-
est success. .

Q. Responsible for the 'Catholic
schools only, what is your concern
with the public education situation?

Fr. B. Our problems in the Catho-
lic school system are guite insepara-
ble from those in the public system
because we are a community. We
cannot run our system’'in a vacuum
as though the public schoolers. didn’t
exist, Whether we like it or not every
Catholic school is a part of the larg-
er community.

Many have expressed the fear that
public money allotted to the non-pub-
liec schools will encourage formation
of a white scheol system. This cer-
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as we and the public remember that
our purpose is service, as part of a

larger community, there is no danger ’

of this.

Q. How many black pupils in all
the Catholic schools of the city of
Rochester? How many of them are
Catholic?

Fr. B. There are probably no more

_ than 1,000 blacks in the Catholic ele-
‘mentary and high schools of the city.

I would guess that less than half of
them, perhaps only one-third, are
Catholic.

Q. What about devising some plan
for the integration of all Catholic
schools?

Fr. B. We're brainstorming now on
several possible options. Since each
parish finances its own school, the
problems are legion. For any future
integration we're going to have to
build on the good will of the people
of the parishes. Fortunately there is
a great deal of that.

Q. Having comparatively few black
pupils does the Catholic school sys-
tem have any social obligation to try
to reach a better ratio of blacks to
whites in the schools?

Fr. B. There is no neat ratio for-
mula, As we go along we have to pro-
vide integrated experiences within
the system, We will also have to keep
an eye on the total community prob-

iem and how our system mlght help‘ =
it, Cettainly. closmg ‘the Catholic

schools to helpintegration would-only
slightly .improve  the. pubhc school

’ ‘racial balance, v
Q. What steps are going on'toim- -

prove “quality” and “mtegratlon” in

L the ‘Catholic ‘schools'?

Fr. B. School quahty xs somethmg
you always have to keep working for.
You work o it it programs, curri-
cyla, staffs, facilities, resources. One
of the gemus-pomts of the Goldberg
Plan was that it so effectively tied
quality to mtegratlon The ‘integrated.
school experience is an imporfant
contribution .to the quality of a
child’s learning, o

For. us the easiest plan for improv-
ing integration might be a type of
open-enrollment. Several of our
schools have been partlclpatmg in the
exchange program in the metropoli-
tan area of Rochester. We might also
work out “twinning” plans involving
pairs of schools, =—— an inner city
school teamed with one from outer-
city, which would develop joint pro-
grams. We also need to think about
regional Catholic schools, probably
beginning on the junior high level,
where mtegratlon mlght come rather
naturally.

Q. Please describe the voluntary
program of integration, with pupils
bused from innercity to the suburbs,
which is now going on.

Fr. B. Since 1967 we have been
busing nearly 100 innercity pupzls
every day to 7 parochial schools in
outercity. These pupils are chosen
on a voluniary basis, — if their par-
ents want the child to be bused. They
come from three Catholic schools of
innercity and a number of public

schools. The busing charges are paid

from Federal funds called Title IIIL.

Q. What effects and reactions have
you had from this busing program?

Fr. B. The. people involved seem
to feel that this voluntary busing pro-
gram is very worth while. Very few
parents have withdrawn their chil-
dren, The most telling evaluation is
that the parishes involved are anxi-
ous to continue it and even to expand
it next Fall. In most cases the young-
sters have been able to compete aca-
demically with their new suburban
classmates and there have not been
any serious discipline problems.

Q. What sub:ects or pro;ects «for ;

“bettey understanding .of minorities”

-are_golng on or being plarnned. for‘the ‘

Cathol c SOhools'P o &

CFrS B We have in preparatmn a ‘

curxicilum_guide 'on minority prob-
Tems and cultures. This project-has
- beem worked ovey for. about two years
and isa syperb piece of work aiming
at teachmg some of the really rich
cultural  heritage of the minoity
groups iy America and the histoiical
development of these peoples,, It will
go to our teachers within the next
month; .

Q. How many ,p‘upils‘i’n the parish

schools of innercity Rochester and .
which: ones get some diocesan sub-~

s1dy‘? :

Fr,B. We have 3140 pupils in'the
innerdity schools where the black and
Puerto. Rican: population is ‘heavy.
Anyone who applies is welcome even
though they are mot Catholic. Of
these some diocesan help goes to the
paristes of Holy Redeemer, Mt. Car-
mel, Inmuaculate Conceptlon St. Brid-
get’s, St. Francis Xavier, St, Michael’s
and §S. Peter and . Paul,

Q. If these parishes are flounder-
ing and require outside money what
is the reason for continuing to hold
on tothese schools?

Fr. B. We are trying to serve the
Catholic children in these areas —

-they need the schools, -— and more .

important perhaps we are contribu-
ting something to the whole speial
situationn. The schools are giving wit-
ness to the Church’s concern for the
problems of the poor, — jobs, hous-
ing, education. We are best equipped
te make a contribution in the field
of education.

All of these innercity parish
schrools are presently caught in the
same financial squeeze that all Catho-
lic education is in. Because of this
we may have to see cuts there as we
are suffering them in other Catholic
schiools around the diocese.

Q. What is the caliber of the per-
somnel and facilities in <Catholic in-
nexcity schools?

¥r B. We are very pleased with
our personnell. These teachers are
people -who asked” for their assign-
ments, love the kids and understand
them, Our facilities in these schools

are’ old and: are. m constant need of‘ _

repair, The curriculum: ‘puts a good - .
edal of .émphasis on the gkills: sub-

jects; particularly reading and lan:

guage, We think we are domg a-good

job. The youngsters who ‘have.been: -
. going from  these schools to ‘high

schools do pretty well there.

We could se. more tutors, more '

siall ‘group- instructors, more: self-
instructional raatenials. .| I wish we

' could do 2 great deal for the pre:
- schoolers: . we have not been able to;. ‘

'contubute much for thls age <gxoup
it from:,

Q What reactlon do you:

‘the rest of the diocese which.is cons, . -

tributing to this Rochester mnercxty
apostolatef? ‘

Fr. B. 1 have been qulte edxfled in
talking -with various parish. boards of

educatioij and wlth pastors, who even. - ‘
" though they Have severe financial

problenas of their own s¢em t0 recog.

nize that they have respons1biht1es to .

the people of the poorer parnshes. v

Father Francis Vogt, pastor of St Brulget’s Church in Roches-

ter’s inner city, receives clothing for deprived children from

members of Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary. From left are

Mrs. Albert Szembrot, Auxiliary vice president; Miss Anne Nary,

mission commlttee chalrman, and Mrs. Vincent Hannon, Auxiliary
president.

K of C Auxiliary Sews

Nearly 200 members of the Ladies
Auxiliary, Rochester Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 178, give many hours
of thought and concern each year
for little children in Rochester’s
inner city by sewing and assembling
clothing for them.

- Recipients of their labor are chil-
dren in St. Bridget’s and Immaculate
Conception parishes. ‘Several times
each year the women deliver the
clothing to the pastors of those iriner
city parishes.

For several years the women had

which they sent to the Pope’'s Ware-
house in New York. In 1967, accord-
ing to Mrs. Vincent Hannon, Auxili-
ary ptesident, they decided that there
was a great need for such items in

. Rochester, and since then they have

delivered the clothing to the two
parishes,

Some of the women also donate
TV and S&H stamps to the Auxiliary,
which it redeems for blankets, diapers
and other baby items. Among items
most frequently donated are dresses,
mittens, hats, shirts, pants, gowns,
jackets, scarves, hooties, underwear
and sweaters,
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