Backs In Mormon 'C-h'oir

The Mormon Church, which has come under fire recently because of its

pol.icy barring Negroes from the full priesthood, riow has two black singers
in its famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Wynetta Martin, left, and Marilyn
Yuille, both converts to the church, made their debuts with the ensemble

this year. (Religious News Service)
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New York— (RNS)— Ef-
forts to liberalize aboxrtion
laws in a number of states
across the country has pro-
duced in Hawaii what might
be the nation’s most liberal
statute. :

In Honolulu, the Hawaiian
Senate, by a vote of 15 to 9,
approved a meaSure which
radically changes an abortion
law which had been on the
books for more than 100
years. Previously, the House
had sanciioned the measure,
31 to 20.

Gov. John A, Burns, a Reo-
man Catholic, indicated that
he would allow the bill to
become law without his sig-
nature.

While the old law would
only permit an abortion if
the woman’s life was in dan-
ger, the new statute would
allow any woman who has
lived in Hawaii for at least
90 days-to have an abortion
simnply because she did not
want to have a baby.

However, the embryo. or
fetus would have to be what
the law calls ‘“nonviable”
Legal experts interpret this
to mean that women would
be eligible to undergo abor-
tions only if they were in the

York, Eng. — (RNS) — A
royal rumpus is brewing at
Ampleforth, a town outside
York.

Ampleforth is the site of
an historic Roman Catholic
Benedictione Abbey and
school -but this controversy
has nothing to do with the
Catholics.

It concerns the 1,000-year-
old parish church of St. Hil-
da’s, now Anglican, a local
farmer who doesn't go fo
church, the Archbishop of
York, and a decree which
goes back to the 16th Cen-
tury reign of King Hemry
VIII, who sparked the Refor-
mation in this country.

The farmer, Geoffrey
Wood, has just received an
immediate demand from the

‘Doctors of

Vatican City—(RNS)—Two
women——the first in Roman
Catholic Church history —
have joined the rare and high
rank of such prestigious fig-
ures as St. Thomas Aquinas
and St. Augustine.

They are St. Teresa of
Avila and St. Catherine of
Siena who, on Feb. 14, were
declared “Doctors of the
Church” by Pope Paul VI,

The papal action is infer-
preted as part of the Pope's
avowed policy of giving great~
er recognition to women im
the Church.

A “Doctor of the Church™
is an ecclesiastical writer,
noted both for his—and, now,
llli%r—learning and holiness of

e,

St. Teresa of Avila (not to
be confused with St. Teresa
of Lisieux) was born in 1515
and died in 1582. She was a
Spanish Carmelite nun, a

first four or five months of
a pregnancy.

In addition to Gov, Burns,
another key figure in the
progess of the bill through
the legislature was another
Catholic, State Sen. Vincent
H. Yano, chairman of the
Public Health Committee.

Both Gov. Burns and Sen.
Yano had said before the mea-
sure was put to a vote that
they felt an abortion should

be left to the individual de-
" cision of the mother and

doctor,

Meanwhile in Annapolis,
Md., at a hearing conducted
by the House Environmental
Matters Committee, physi-
cians and officials of the state
Department of Health claimed
that abortions are solely a
medical question and should
not be controlled by state
law.

In other actions concern-
ing abortion reform around
the country:

® A liberalized abortion
measure has been reported
out by a legislative subcom-
mittee in Virginia. It has now
been placed on the docket of
the House of Delegates Gen-
eral Laws Committee where

Much Ado--or Is It A-Due?

parochial- church council of
St. Hilda’s for the equivalent
of $480 for 1repairs to the
ancient church.

Not only that, he was told
that other pending repairs to
the church might run to some-
thing like $4,800, and he
would have to pay the bill,
Wood, not unexpectedly, said
he was “stunned.”

But investigation showed
that all this was an old story
and that King Henry VIII is
really to blame. Back in the
days of Bluff King Hal, a de-
cree was authorized whereby
the owners of Lodge Field
House Farm — which Wood
owns today—were made re-
sponsible for repairs to the
local parish church. This de-
cree existed through history
but no one did anything
about it.

2 Women Declared

Church’

founder of numerous con-
vents, an indefatigable re-
former .of organized religious
life for women, an authentic
mystic and visionary, and a
writer of books, including,
most importantly, her “Inte-
rior Castle,” a classic study
of mystical prayer. )

A
¥or the last century or
two, she ‘has been admired
as a pioneer feminist and a
literary figure who has made
a great contribution to the
knowledge of human psychol-

0gy.

The only other newly pro-
claimed “Doctor of the
Church,” St. Catherine of
Siena (ltaly), was born in
1347 and died in 1380. She
was attracted to the 1life of
prayer and solitude, gained
admittance to a lay group,
the Third Order of St. Domi»
nic, and involved herself in
house work and service to the
poor.

.health of the mother or child,
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20,000 HOMELESS

NORTHERN IRELAND
| APPEAL TO US FOR AID

The Ancient Order of Hibernians in America has undertaken this cam-
paign to raise a minimum of $1,000,000 for relief of the suffering men,
women and children in Northern Ireland. The funds will be distributed
+ by a spec}al committee in Northern Ireland to be headed by His Emin-
ence, William Cardinal Conway, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of
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\ Hawaii Liberalizes Statute

sentiment for and apairst is
about even,

The proposed law wowld al-
low an abortion on the fol-
lowing grounds: danger to
the life of the mother, ham
to the mental and physical

and pregnancy resulting from
rape or incest. The current
law only recognizes danger to
the life of the mother.

The bill further requires an
affidavit from the woman's
physician and her comnsent,
sets up a hospital abortion
review board, and has a state
residency restriction of gix
months.

® The U.S. Supreme Court
refused to review the deci-
sion of a California court
which declared the state’s
abortion law unconstitutional.
The state court had declarad
that the current law, which
allows an abortion only when
necessary to preserve the life
of the woman, was held to be
unconstitutionally vague,

The California court chharged
that the statute infringed
upon the women’s rights of
privacy in sex, in marriage,
and upon their freedom to
choose whether to bear chil-
dren.

In 1930, Wood's father, Wal-
ter, bought the farm, but he
was assured that no one
would expect him to pay any-
thing—as no one in living
memory had expecied this
before.

However, “minutes had
hardly passed” before Wal-
ter Wood received demands
from the parochial church
council for repair bhills, ac-
cording to Geoffrey Wood,

There were furthex de-
mands in 1965 and 1967 bhut
they seemed to “fizle out”.

Last year, however, Geof-
frey Wood took over, the
deeds from his father, who is
still living at the farma. And
Geoffrey has received a de-
mand from the Ampleforth
Parish Church Council for
$480 for church repuirs, with
a possible demand for a fur-
ther $4,320 later.

Said Wood Jr., mn gelting
this demand: “I am deter-
mined not to pay a single
penny. To be expecicd to pay
for repairs to the parish
church under a syslemz intro-
duced hundreds of years ago
is absolutely scandalous.”

Geoffrey Woodt added that
he never went to church, any-
way, and if repairs are neces-
sary “then the church can
pay for them . . , I cannot
remember the last time I set
foot in a church and I am
not inclined to go again when

CourieraJOtxrnal—?riday, March 6, 1970 , - ;5’ p

Another Priest In Politics

Youngstown ~—~(NC)~ An-
other Catholic priest has filed
as a candidate for Congress,
Father Joseph R, Lucas, phi-
losophy professor at Youngs-
town State University, will
seek the Democratic nomina-
tion from Ohio’s 19th district

Father Robert F. Drinan,
SJ., of Boston College, a not-
ed law scholar and activist in,
the peace and civil rights
movements, will enter a con-
gressional primary in Massa-
chusetts,

in the May 5 primary.

Toget a set of
4.10% oz, Pussycat
glasses and 4 packets of
Instant Pussycat Mix}
send $2.95 to:

EARLY TIMES
PUSSYCAT GLASSES,
P.0.BOX 377, MAPLE PLAIN,
MINNESOTA 55359

liquor store.

they carry on like this.”

We hereby declare 1970 The Year

of the Pussycat. Our national

prize-winning drink has become a

o | great success. No wonder.-This

£P sunny, orange-sweet sour makes
s wyou want to purr. And mixes up

quick as a cat. Just combine a packet of “Instant

Pussycat Mix,” water and Early Times. Ask for

Instant Pussycat Mix at your favorite food or

*Ofer volid only where legal—limited tizze only,
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All Ireland. Distribution will be made solely on the basis of need to any

brands. In assorted felt hats and the popular Rex styling in
plaids, No holes or tears, just small imperfections. Wide and
narrow brims. Sizes 634 to 7%5.
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family regardless of religious belief. Contributions are Tax Deductible.
T THOMAS A. BOLAND

Archbishop of Newark
Honorary Chairman
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Please make all checks payable to:

A.O.H, Relief Fund AOH, AOMH. ‘
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